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Preface

The growing awareness and uneasiness of the public sector about hazardous and
toxic chemicals and related materials has created a strong determination by legisla-
tors at national, state, and local levels to attempt to control these chemicals by laws
and regulations. Since the publication of the first edition of this volume in August
1984, we have seen a tide of legislation and enforcement reflecting this public
concern. In this volume we continue to document new developments and to provide
sensible, balanced information that will be useful to the makers, users, and dispos-
ers of chemicals, which includes nearly every person on planet Earth today. This
volume combines the wisdom of several experts in various fields, all presenting a
positive viewpoint that hazardous and toxic chemicals and related materials can be
controlled and disposed of without adverse effects on people, the environment, or

future generations. If we have managed to bring a little order out of the widespread
confusion, this effort will not have been in vain.

Wheaton, Md
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