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PREFACE

Reading or working with the depths and complexity of criminal law and
practice can be a harsh and unforgiving environment to both the student
and practitioner. Some of the more traditional textbooks can be more in
depth than is actually needed and in some respects can be a hindrance rather
than a benefit. Knowing the fundamentals of criminal law is only part of
what makes a promising criminal advocate, a sound working knowledge of
the criminal procedure rules is essential to give the confidence to be able to
apply the criminal law. Without knowing the practice rules and procedure is
like knowing the mechanics of a car but never having learned to drive. Also
important to the criminal practitioner is a sound knowledge of the impor-
tant rules and exceptions to the reception of criminal evidence.

The purpose of the textbook is to provide the reader with all the
important and essential principles relating to criminal law, procedure and
evidence in one readily accessible source without the loss of the appropriate
depth and analysis needed to develop a sufficient awareness in order to bring
success. With it now being a common feature of successive Governments to
create and introduce more and more confusing and technically drafted
criminal legislation, the book is designed to assist the reader in navigating
and traversing this legislative quagmire by providing quick reference
headings, diagrams, explanations, examples and guidance. The latest in a
long line of Criminal Justice Acts to enter the Statute book is the Criminal
Justice and Immigration Act 2008 which received the Royal Assent on May
8, 2008 but is yet to be brought into force and is likely to follow a similar
pattern experienced with the Criminal Justice Act 2003 of being phased in by
Statutory Instrument in a piece-meal manner.

The textbook book should be of real benefit for those studying criminal
law, criminal procedure and evidence on the LPC, Bar exams and the ILEX
provision. Further it should appeal to those on law and related under-
graduate courses, such as criminology and criminal justice. Likewise, it
would also benefit those who are newly qualified to the criminal justice
profession, including solicitors, barristers, police and other agencies.

To bring together this 1st edition of Criminal Law and Practice has been
an immense undertaking and whilst at times almost unbearable, it was my
ambition that saw me through those difficult times. It is for that reason I
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must say a particular thank you to Isabel Owen for her unconditional love,
patience and support during those many long nights and weekends when I
simply disappeared to fulfill this ambition. My gratitude and sincere thanks
must also go to Michelle Walton and Rachel Duckworth for the many hours
they dedicated to proof reading the manuscripts. Finally a particular thank
you must go to the editorial and marketing staff at Sweet and Maxwell for
all their support in the production of the textbook.

The law is as far as it is possible stated as it was on the 25 April 2008.
Where possible any recent developments have been added during the proof
stage.

Steve Forster LLB
April 2008
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