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AMA Note to Students AAA

Suggestions for Success

Here are some suggestions to help you make the most of your previous language
learning experience and be successful in your course as you continue your study
of Spanish with the second edition of Puentes.

Since you have already studied Spanish, you will probably discover that you are
familiar with many of the grammatical structures and vocabulary in this textbook.
It is important to remember, however, that in order to speak or write a language,
you must be able to do more than just recognize words or grammar! To communi-
cate, you will have to select the appropriate words and structures and assemble
these parts into particular patterns, all from memory, with the book closed! While
this is a complex task, it can be done. Think about some of the other skills you
acquired when you were younger, like learning how to drive a car, play a musical
instrument, or play a sport. In order to be successful at any of those tasks, it
wasn’t enough to read a manual or book about the topic. While reading, studying,
or observing were important preliminary steps, ultimately you had to put in many
hours of intense practice to finally learn how to parallel park or play a song on the
oguitar, or swim across the pool. The same is true for learning Spanish.

In order to prepare for class, you will first need to review the materials in the text
thoroughly and spend sufficient time practicing the individual words, expressions,
or verb conjugations. And just as importantly, in order to communicate your
thoughts, you will need to be ready to concentrate and practice extensively—both
in and out of class—on tasks that call for you to put all those parts together.

Here are some tips to help you on your way to success:
m Set aside a time each day to study and practice Spanish; it 1s important to
study regularly and not get behind, because much memory work is needed.

m Choose a place that is free of distractions, so that you can concentrate.

m During your practice, focus more on active tasks: write out sentences,
answer questions in the book orally, focus on listening to the tapes with a
purpose in mind.

m Whenever possible, work or practice with a classmate to improve your
ability to speak.

m Remember that recognizing a point of information does not imply that you
have mastered it; you must be able to use it to communicate an idea in writ-
Ing or speech.

Unique Features of Puentes

s Power Pacing: The first half of Puentes, which contains material more
familiar to you, presents the major vocabulary, functions, and grammar in a
concentrated and condensed fashion. The second half, which contains less
familiar material, features smaller chunks of information and more exten-
sive practice activities.

m Learning Strategies: Puentes systematically presents explicit instruction
and practice for learning how to read, write, and communicate in Spanish as
well as tips on how to approach language study and interact with native
speakers. These tips are incorporated into the Estrategia sections as well as
into the reading and writing sections of Un paso mds.




m Balance of Social and “Survival” Topics: Odd-numbered chapters are
slightly longer in length (with three Pasos) and focus upon everyday topics
of conversation, such as family, university life, and pastimes. Even-num-
bered chapters are slightly shorter in length (with two Pasos) and focus
upon survival in the target culture—handling travel arrangements, eating
out in a restaurant, dealing with minor medical problems, and shopping for

clothing and souvenirs.

s Natural Language in Context: In Puentes, you can see immediately how the
language is used, because all the vocabulary is organized thematically and
presented in sentences that reflect everyday spoken language. The study of
grammar is a logical extension of the linguistic structures already modeled
in these lexical / functional presentations.

m Selective Grammar Presentations: Puentes emphasizes those grammatical
structures that you need to master in order to reach the intermediate level
of proficiency. At the same time, it introduces and practices additional
structures that lay the groundwork for achieving higher levels of proficien-
cy. For those who prefer a more complete grammatical presentation, the
Gramdtica suplemental sections of the Cuaderno de actividades provide
additional 1instruction and practice in this area.

m Authentic Reading Texts: Puentes draws upon many native sources for its
abundant reading practices—realia, newspapers, magazines, brief literary
selections, etc.

s Extensive Listening Program: In the second edition of Puentes, we have
separated the textbook listening activities from the workbook listening
comprehension activities. Puentes 2/e now has two separate Student Cas-
settes, one to accompany the text and one to accompany the workbook.

m Integrated Study of Culture: Cultural information is interwoven into all
thematic presentations and accompanying activities. In addition, brief cul-
tural readings in Spanish are interspersed throughout the chapters and a
more in-depth study of culture is provided at the end of each chapter.

Components of the Puentes Z/e Program

Student materials include:
m Puentes 2/e, the student textbook.

m Two Student Cassettes. These tapes contain extensive listening material for
you to complete outside the classroom. Textbook listening material for each
chapter 1s included on one tape; listening material for the Cuaderno de
actividades is on the other tape.

m Internet activities on the Puentes 2/e home page.

m Cuaderno de actividades y Gramdtica suplemental 2/e. The Cuaderno con-
sists of nine chapters with exercises that integrate and expand the material
presented in the corresponding chapter of the student text.
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Paso 1 p. 11 Para conocer a los Los pronombres Los nameros

companeros de clase personales de los mayas
Coémo saludar a los El verbo estar
compafneros y a los
profesores '
Mas datos, por favor
Paso 2 p. 22 La familia y los amigos Coémo indicar Los temas de Previewing a lesson
Al hablar de otras personas la posesion conversacion
Los verbos sery tener
Paso 3 p. 33 Mis actividades Me gusta Los pasatiempos

El tiempo presente
Las preguntas

Un paso mas p. 43

iVamos a hablar! Guessing the mean-
L_| {Vamos a mirar! jA conocernos! ing of words in
context, recognizing
. jVamos a leer! Anuncios cognates, identifying
&=¢ iVamos a escribir! format cues, scanning,
and skimming
ﬁ http://puentes.heinle.com How to organize your
writing and how to
join sentences
Perspectivas La diversidad del mundo hispano

culturales p. 50
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Paso 1 p. 60 ¢Qué hora es? " Verbos con cambios La hora en el

Las fechas en la raiz en el - sistema militar
En la agencia de viajes tiempo presente El calendario maya
Paso2 p.70  Losnumerosde 100 La perifrasis-Como  El alojamiento
a 10.000.000 expresar planes y
preferencias

| (present tense of ir)
En el hotel |

Un paso mas p. 79
jVamos a hablar!

Ll jVamos a mirar! Un viaje a Madrid

. jVamos a leer! Costa Rica it e e sl R g s i

¢.¢ Vamos a escribir! | subdivisions

| _ Writing social
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Perspectivas  Para viajar en el mundo hispano g Vs

culturales p. 85



Entre famiiia

Paso 1 p. 21 Mi familia y mis amigos
Las descripciones
personales
Paso 2 p. 102 La casa
Para indicar relaciones
espaciales
Paso 3 p. 112 Las actividades de mi
familia
Un paso mas p. 121
iVamos a hablar!
[ jVamos a mirar! El piso de Miguel

jVamos a leer!

._ Una tortuga en casa
l+# jVamos a escribir!

http://puentes.heinle.com

Perspectivas
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Las comidas
En el restaurante

En el mercado

Coémo expresar algunos
estados fisicos y
emocionales

Un paso mas p. 159
jVamos a hablar!
jVamos a mirar!

Paso 2 p. 147

[]

En el restaurante

iVamos a leer!

Magia y color en Los Angeles
jVYamos a escribir!
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Perspectivas
culturales p. 165

Los complementos

Los complementos

Los adjetivos Las familiasen = Managing your
Los comparativos y el mundo learning
los superlativos hispano
Los nombres
hispanos

Los verbos sery estar Las casas hispanas
Mi casa es tu casa

Algunas expresiones
afirmativas y negativas

Algunos verbos
irregulares en el
tiempo presente

Los verbos con cambios
en la raiz en el tiempo
presente

Predicting/Anticipating
content and using
suffixes to identify
new words

Joining sentences with
que and writing
descriptions

La importancia de la religién y las celebraciones
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Costumbres Reclassifying
diferentes information

~La comida hispana

directos

El sistema métrico
indirectos y el verbo El mercado
gustar |

Review of strategies
from Chapter 1
to Chapter 3
‘Writing a simple

 restaurant review
La influencia hispana en mi comunidad




-La vida estudiantil

La vida estudiantil
Como expresar orden

cronologico

Paso1 p. 173

Otros verbos como

Paso 2 p. 183 Las asignaturas y los

profesores gustar: encantar,
Como pedir y dar interesar
opiniones

Las profesiones, los oficios
y los planes para el futuro

Paso 3 p. 197 Expresiones temporales— Cdémo hablar del

Referencias al pasado

Los verbos reflexivos

pasado—el pretérito

La vida
universitaria

Cordoba—flor
de la civilizacion

Mas sobre el pretérito—
Algunos verbos irregulares
y con cambios ortograficos

en el pretérito

Un paso mas p. 207
jVamos a hablar!

L ivamos a mirar! La vida universitaria

iVamos a leer! Debate

“:¢  jVamos a escribir!
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culturales p. 215
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Los mandatos
formales

El se impersonal y
el se pasivo

Paso 1 p. 221

Paso 2 p. 235 El presente del

subjuntivo

El cuerpo humano
Las enfermedades y los
sintomas

Un paso mas p. 247
iVamos a hablar!

jVamos a mirar! Una visita a la farmacia

O

iVamos a leer! Una visita a Buenos Aires

{=¢ {Vamos a escribir!
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Perspectivas

| Los servicios publicos en mi comunidad
culturales p. 254

El sistema Using simpler
educativo language
Los cognados
falsos
Las mujeres y sus
papeles
Distinguishing
between fact and
opinion

Developing a compo-
sition using compari-
son and contrast

La plaza
Los horarios
La Ciudad de

México

Las farmacias
Para no
enfermarte

Listening in “layers”

Consulting a bilingual
dictionary

Using a bilingual dic-
tionary when writing
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Paso 1 p. 259 jA disfrutar del tiempo Mas sobre el

libre! pretérito
El fin de semana pasado
Paso 2 p. 270 Las estaciones y el tiempo El imperfecto
Las vacaciones y los dias
festivos
Paso 3 p. 282 Como contar un cuento El pretérito y el
imperfecto

Un paso mas p. 295
iVamos a hablar!
] ijvVamos a mirar! /Quieres ir a una fiesta?

, ivamos a leer! Un simbolo llamado Selena
{=¢  jVamos a escribir!
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Paso 1 p. 309 En un gran almacén Otros verbos como
De compras gustar
El complemento
Paso 2 p. 322 En un mercado El complemento
jA regatear! indirecto

Un paso mas p. 333
iVamos a hablar!
[ {Vamos a mirar! Vamos de compras

jVamos a leer! Ellos hablan: Era un CERO en la moda...
y mi chica me transformé en un 10
ijVamos a escribir!
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culturales p. 339

El tiempo libre

El clima

Cémo cambiar
los grados de
temperatura

Los dias festivos

R e

De compras en el
mundo hispano
Los disenadores

El regateo
La guayabera
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Tips on sustaining a
conversation

Paraphrasing and
summarizing

Writing a personal
narrative in the past

Circumlocution

Making inferences

Editing and

proofreading
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