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Preface to Fourth Edition

It has now been thirty-four years since the first edition of
this treatise was published. Originally two volumes, it has
grown to seven volumes to accommodate the explosion of
case law precedent, statutory amendments and technological
changes. While I continually strive to keep the coverage terse
and concise, trademark law has grown continually more
complex.

The explosive growth of trademark law in the last thirty
years has been nothing short of astonishing. When I first
wrote the book, trademark law was largely the preserve of
“patent lawyers,” with only a handful of trademark-only
specialists in New York and Washington, D.C. Today,
thousands of practitioners across the nation practice
trademark law.

Trademark law is now front-page news because trade-
marks are now, more than ever, an exceedingly valuable
form of intellectual property. Part of this is, I think, due to
an increasingly competitive global business environment,
where there is a critical need for every seller to carve out a
distinctive identity in a world market crowded with
competitors.

I originally wrote the treatise to provide judges, at-
torneys, and students with a comprehensible and authorita-
tive source in which to find and understand trademark and
unfair competition law. Therefore, I am immensely pleased
that this treatise has been frequently cited by the courts and
the USPTO as authority. Over 3000 judicial decisions have
cited and relied upon this treatise. This includes citation by
the U.S. Supreme Court in nine cases and by every federal
court of appeals.

Acknowledgement is due to the valuable assistance of my
student researchers who aided me in keeping the Third Edi-
tion up to date prior to publication of the Fourth Edition in
1996: Cynthia R. Baroumand; Kevin C. Delaney; Jennifer R.
Dupre; Susan Kay Faris; Heather Friedman; Gabrielle A.
Holey; Elizabeth E. Launer; Benjamin P. Oelsner; and Lisa
A. Palter. Students who have assisted me since 1996 in keep-
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ing the Fourth Edition up to date are listed on the “Acknowl-
edgements” page.

J. Thomas McCarthy
San Francisco, California
May, 2008
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