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PREFACE

The publication of the proceedings of the 25th anniversary meeting of the American
Academy of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery constitutes a meaningful milestone
that prompts reminiscences, reflections, and an anticipation of the future.

It is with a sense of fulfillment that we witness the growth of our organization from
its humble but resourceful beginning to its present status as a large dynamic academy.
Perhaps an even greater joy is the membership’s general participation in and genuine en-
thusiasm for our Fifth International Symposium and this, the subsequent publication of
the proceedings.

This volume reflects the most contemporary of ideas and subjects of broad and vary-
ing interest in the field of facial plastic and reconstructive surgery. Also included are bas-
ic science subjects as they relate to surgery, and fundamental research not necessarily
relegated to the operating room. Our academy has maintained a threefold purpose at all
its scientific meetings. These include critical discussion of recent clinical advances, new
developments and basic sciences as they relate to the practice of facial plastic surgery,
and of equal importance, the impact of social and economic issues on our patients and
their care.

It is indeed an extreme honor to edit a volume such as this. It is my belief that it
represents an important scholarly educational contribution by the Academy and its member
surgeons.

Fred J. Stucker, M.D., F.A.C.S.
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DEDICATION

This volume is dedicated to the first 25 presidents of the American Academy of Fa-
cial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. The individual vision, courage, and commitment
of these people have enabled this academy to realize its potential as the world’s leading
organization in the field of facial plastic surgery.
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