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printed textile design
Designer Aimie Bene
specializes in floral repeats,
where she uses Adobe
Photoshop to generate fresh
and dynamic print designs
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6 HOW TO GET THE MOST OUT OF THIS BOOK

The boundaries between design disciplines
are becoming increasingly blurred. We see
textile designers today working with many
other types of materials. This offers new
exciting possibllities and observational drawing
techniques using mixed media are particularly

useful in triggering new approaches to textites

Mixed media refers to the process of combining
two o more types of media to create 3 single
compasition. This technique for observational
rawing enables many different surfaces and
res to be made. Found objects can be used
bination with traditional drawing media
ch as paints and pencils.
[vixed media extends the experience of drawing
Bhrough the use of line, tone, texture, shape
d form, using traditional materials together
fhith other types of media such as collage.
int. paper structures and wire, investigating

mposition in two dimensions and in relief.

ome commonly used mixed-media techniques
e outlined here

OLLAGE

COLLAGE EXERCISE
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BASICS TEXTILE DESIGN: SOURCING IDEAS

Textile design is an extensive subject that

covers a wealth of design contexts, from
wallpaper to clothing. Due to this breadth, textile
design overlaps, links, and drives and innovates
many other areas of design practice, including
fashion, jewellery and architecture.

The creative journey — from concept to final
design — always begins with a process of
researching and gathering ideas. Many of the
methods used to do this are similar to those
used within other creative disciplines, but the
textile designer views and analyzes the world
around them through a very specific lens.

In order to produce inspirational textile outcomes,
an understanding of the research and ideas-gathering
stage is essential. This book aims to introduce

the fundamental techniques required for this crucial
part of the textile design process.

Throughout the book, visual examples and a
number of short exercises help to fully equip the
reader for their own creative experimentation.
We hope you will find the book both
informative and inspiring, as well as a helpful
companion throughout your creative research
and design practice.

2

This Tim Gresham tapestry shows
a scallop pattern, with the textural
qualities of weave structures and
yarns adding to the richness of
the fabric.







WHAT IS TEXTILE DESICN? RESEARCH FOR TEXTILES

11

1

WHAT IS TEXTILE DESIGN?

The research techniques used in textiles

are similar to those used in other creative
disciplines — fashion, graphics, jewellery

and product design, for example. But when
working with textiles, we need to explore

the world around us through a different

visual lens. To help us understand this, this
chapter will look at textile design as a discipline
and at how it differs from other creative
subjects. We'll look at what textile designers
do and why research is important to them.
We'll look at the role of the designer and their
responsibilities. Further on, we will explore

the different occupations available to a graduate
in textile design and find out what we mean
when we talk about the textile industry today.

Overall, this chapter will introduce you to
textile design and will demonstrate how textile
research is ultimately personal to one’s own
creative interests and individual specialized
areas of practice.

1

This garment from Manish Arora’s
collection demonstrates how
textile design is such an integral
part of the fashion industry. The
print forms a dominant part of
the overall piece and demonstrates
the sourcing of motifs and the
arrangement of colour and pattern.
The overall composition is unique




