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As little Hiawatha grows up, he learns all the magic and
legends of his people from his grandmother, sees the
beauty of the world around him and makes friends with
the wild animals.

This short extract from Longfellow’s poem ‘The Song of
Hiawatha’ is just the right length to hold the attention of
small listening children, with its hypnotic verse and lilting
cadences — now richly illustrated by Errol Le Cain.

‘Outstandingly beautiful” — Junior Bookshelf

‘Le Cain’s highly decorative skill and mysterious
colourings are wonderfully used to convey an outdoor
wildness’ — Observer

‘Lovely to look at’ — Books for Keeps

‘Exquisitely illustrated’ — Books for Your Children
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By the shores of Gitche Gumee,

By the shining Big-Sea-Water,

Stood the wigwam of Nokomis,
Daughter of the Moon, Nokomis.
Dark behind it rose the forest,

Rose the black and gloomy pine-trees,
Rose the firs with cones upon them;
Bright before it beat the water,

Beat the clear and sunny water,

Beat the shining Big-Sea-Water.










There the wrinkled, old Nokomis
Nursed the little Hiawatha,

Rocked him in his linden cradle,
Bedded soft in moss and rushes,
Safely bound with reindeer sinews;
Stilled his fretful wail by saying,
“Hush! the Naked Bear will get thee!”
Lulled him into slumber, singing,
“Ewa-yea! my little owlet!

Who is this that lights the wigwam?
With his great eyes lights the wigwam?
Ewa-yea! my little owlet!”
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Many things Nokomis taught him

Of the stars that shine in heaven;
Showed him Ishkoodah, the comet,
Ishkoodah, with fiery tresses;

Showed the Death-Dance of the spirits,

S BRd  Warriors with their plumes and
2. <] war-clubs,
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Flaring far away to northward

- In the frosty nights of Winter;
Showed the broad, white road in heaven,
Pathway of the ghosts, the shadows,
Running straight across the heavens,
Crowded with the ghosts, the shadows.




At the door on summer evenings
Sat the little Hiawatha;

Heard the whispering of pine-trees,
Heard the lapping of the water,
Sounds of music, words of wonder;
“Minne-wawal!” said the pine-trees,
“Mudway-aushka!” said the water.







