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Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee) Part I

1. A Brief Biography of Chen Jiageng (1)

PREEEIERE (—)

In the context of Asia’s awakening during the early 20" century, the people of China,
arriving ai a critical stage of their socio-political development, were soon to discover that
much of the country’s future depended on the hopes and dreams of their intrepid
fellowmen who braved dangers and hardships to seek a brighter future outside the shores
of their homeland. This period heralds the Era of the Overseas Chinese, whose rich history
is made even more profound by the greatness of one man—Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee).

Throughout his long and productive life, this remarkable businessman, who built a
fortune in South East Asia and remitted it to China to assist in education, famine and
wartime relief, had many lessons to teach. Armed with wisdom, foresight and courage, Tan
Kah Kee used his wealth and influence to fight corruption, feudalism and foreign invasion
in a period of widespread unrest. Always guided by a deep sense of justice, humility and
humanitarianism, he was unwavering in fostering his vision for a better China, utilizing his
energies and outstanding leadership capability to wake up a slumbering populace. Though
his contributions to his hometown are legendary, it was his deep devotion to his
motherland, and his wish for a strong and united China that could stand proudly amongst

equals, that are being celebrated throughout the nation today, and for generations to come.

—Preface to Chen Jiageng Memorial Museum

Chen Jiageng was born in 1874 in Jimei, a poverty-stricken fishing village near
Xiamen. As a small boy, he went shell-fishing and did farm work. At the age of 9, he

went to a private school where he was taught Chinese classics and received



Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee) Part I

traditional moral education. Chen’s mother was a kind and generous woman who
once contributed all her savings, 400 silver dollars, to settle a clan conflict, and so
enjoyed great prestige among the villagers. Mother’s deeds helped to cultivate in
Chen Jiageng a deep sense of responsibility for the community.

In 1890, the 17-year-old Chen Jiageng bade farewell to his mother and his
2-year-old brother to join his father in Singapore. He worked as an apprentice in his
father’s rice shop. That was the beginning of his business career, and his first
appearance in industrial circle.

In the 13 years between 1890 and 1903, he returned to his hometown Jimei
three times. When he saw that half of the people in his home village had either died
or emigrated as a result of plague, famine and clan-fighting, he was filled with a
strong desire to do something for his kinsfolk.

In 1903 he went to Singapore again. He was surprised to find that his father’s
business had gone bankrupt. In spite of the financial difficulties he faced, Chen
Jiageng committed himself to paying back the debts of 25,000 dollars his father
owed. That was something extraordinary in Singapore as a son had no obligation to
pay any debt for the father according to the law there. After three years of
independent and shrewd management, Chen Jiageng made a profit and paid the
debts as he had promised, which won him a good reputation as a man worthy of
trust.

By 1909, Chen Jiageng had made a profit of 73,000 dollars from his business in
boiled rice, rubber and real estates and had a remaining sum of 45,000 dollars after
making donations for public welfare.

In 1910 he joined the United League led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, to whom he later
gave financial support when Dr. Sun assumed office as interim president of the
newly-born Chinese Republic in Nanjing. He also raised funds for the Fujian
Revolutionary Government for peace-keeping after the 1911 Revolution. Gradually
he became one of the recognized leaders of the Chinese community in Singapore,
directly participating in politics as well as public welfare work.

From 1913 to 1931, Chen Jiageng became an industrial giant with a wealth of

tens of millions of dollars, his extensive business contributing greatly to the
4



Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee) Part I

economy of Singapore, and of Malaya in general. Meanwhile, he realized that
education was the foundation of a nation and running school was the duty of a
citizen. He set up 10 schools successively in Jimei, from kindergarten, primary
school and middle school to vocational schools of navigation, finance,®*industry and
others. His crowning achievement was the establishment of Xiamen University. In
addition he gave financial support to 78 primary and secondary schools in 20
counties and cities in Fujian Province. In Singapore, he raised funds and founded the
Nanyang Overseas Chinese Secondary
School, and helped finance a number of
other Chinese schools. He also planned to
turn the vocational schools in Jimei into a
university, which he named Jimei
University. In 1923, Chen Jiageng became
the chancellor of Ee Hoe Hean Club which
he managed to turn into a socio-political
base for overseas Chinese in Singapore. In
1919 he was elected chairman of Hokkien

Hui Kuan, which played a significant role

in his leadership over the Chinese in

Chen addressing the NPC

Southeast Asia in general.

Far-sighted, resolute and courageous, Chen Jiageng turned out to be a great
success in industry. Honest, loving and generous, he became an outstanding
organizer. Unlike many other wealthy people, Chen Jiageng denied himself luxuries,
and cherished the lofty idea that money “made from society should be returned to
society at large”. Therefore, he made donations, and encouraged others to do the
same, to social welfare, chiefly to educational undertakings. His noble ideas and
respectable personality made him a great leader that enjoyed the support of the

majority of overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia.

Notes:

1) In this book “silver dollar” refers to 4& [, C$ stands for Chinese dallors (B ), SS$ is the abriviation for
5



Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee) Part I

Straits Settlement dollar (2% ) and yuan, or RMBY refers to A K, L. The word dollar or the symbol $

does appear in some places as a result of Chen Jiageng’s habitual usage; it can refer to C$ or SS$ depending

on the context.

2) In this book, the names of the Chinese are given in pinyin with only such excepetion as Dr. Sun Yat-sen; for

those overseas, their original spelling and the Chinese characters are given in the brakets in their first

appearances. For the constitutions overseas, their English names are kept as they are, and their Chinese names

are given in the part of Proper Names.

>k 3k 3k sk ok ok 3k sk ok 3k ok sk ok ok 3k 3k ok ok ok ok ok sk sk sk sk ok >k ok sk ok sk sk sk sk sk sk sk 3k sk sk sk sk sk ok sk sk sk ok sk sk sk sk skosk ok sk sk sk ok ok skoskoskoskok sk ok k

critical [kritikal] a. X489y, L&
intrepid [In'trepid] a. £&#, FHEH
fellowman [felou'mzen] n. EA

v. ... .89k
profound [pra'fasnd] a. RZl#

v. L3k

famine [feemIn] n. L7

relief [r1'li:f] n. #F

corruption [ka'rapfan] n. /&K

n #H#EE L
humanitarianism [hju:meen1'tearianiz(a)m]

n. Al E L

herald ['herald]

remit [rI'mit]

feudalism ['fju:dalizam]

unwavering [An'welvarin] a. R3HEH
foster [fosta] v 324, #£F

slumber ['slamba] v. BEER

populace ['popjvlas] n FK., kA&

legendary [led3andar1] a. 455069, 4
a &n AR (AXF)
V. }iiﬂd, %(kjl;}ﬁ

v. 488h, TR

equal ['itkwal]
celebrate ['selibrert]

contribute [kan'tribju:t]

poverty-stricken adj. dFF T 49
n. Kk, Tk
prestige [pres'ti:z] n. &2, F%

clan [kleen]

farewell [fea'wel] a. & n. %% (4)
apprentice [9'prentis] n. Fix; v (1%)
emigrate ['emiIgrert] v. M, BE,
plague [pleig] n. &%, KA

kinsfolk ['kinzfotsk] n. %/, fk

bankrupt [beenkrapt] a. # = 49; n. #WEH

extraordinary [1ks'tro:dinar1] a. 3EF 4,
A 6y
obligation [Dblr'geifan] n. X%, /£

reputation [repjo(:)'terfan] n &3, &7

donation [dev'nelfan] n. 1EEEH, IHik
vt. 394E, BE, KA

kindergarten ['kinda.ga:tn] n. %/JLE

a. BRE

navigation [\neevi'geifan] n. AAT, ALk

assume [8'sju:m]

vocational [vat'kel[anal]

crowning [krasnin] adj. & &4, Lk
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chancellor [tfa:nsals] n. %3, KE, #%H lofty [ID(:)ft1] adj. &&%, 54

resolute [rezalju:t] a. B4y, REresy cherish ['tfer1f] v. %%, #&
courageous [ka'reid3as] a. FE#Y personality [[pa:sa'neelity] n. M, Até

luxury [IaAk[or1] n. 1% &%

bid farewell to sb &) ¥k A4 5|
in spite of X%, TBR
commit to 7Ki&

turn into ARA, TR

turn out HEBAZ, A *

Singapore [sInga'pa:] # ik

United League (also Tung Meng Hui) F] 84

interim president & B K % 4t

Chinese Republic F £ &,

Fujian Revolutionary Government #& 3 ¥ 4 5 fF

The Chinese community in Singapore #7 A3k 4 A 44
Malaya [ma'lete] L& L, Lk ¥ 5§

Xiamen University & 7 X%

Nanyang Overseas Chinese Secondary School & 44 4
Ee Hoe Hean Club 6 f=4F48 /& 3

Hokkien Hui Kuan (Fujianese Association) #8448

Southeast Asia # & &
(s

L Complete the following sentences with information given in the passage.

1. Chen Jiageng’s mother was a kind and generous woman who helped to cultivate Chen’s

for the community.
7 ‘



Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee) Part I

2. Chen Jiageng gave Dr. Sun Yat-sen financial support when Dr. Sun assumed office as

in Nanjing.

3. From 1913 to 1931, Chen Jiageng became a(n) with a wealth of tens of millions

of dollars, his extensive business making great contribution to the economy of Singapore, and

of Malaya in general.

4. Unlike many other wealthy people, Chen Jiageng denied himself luxuries, and cherished the

idea that money

5. Chen Jiageng can be summed up as a man with such noble qualities as

I1. Translate the following paragraph into Chinese.

Throughout his long and productive life, this remarkable businessman, who built a fortune
in South East Asia and remitted it to China to assist in education, famine and wartime relief, had
many lessons to teach. Armed with wisdom, foresight and courage, Tan Kah Kee used his wealth
and influence to fight corruption, feudalism and foreign invasion in a period of widespread
unrest. Always guided by a deep sense of justice, humility and humanitarianism, he was
unwavering in fostering his vision for a better China, utilizing his energies and outstanding
leadership capability to wake up a slumbering populace. Though his contributions to his
hometown are legendary, it was his deep devotion to his motherland, and his wish for a strong
and united China that could stand proudly amongst equals, that are being celebrated throughout

the nation today, and for generations to come.




Chen Jiageng (Tan Kah Kee) Part I

2. A Brief Biography of Chen Jiageng (il}

PREEEIERE (2

In 1932, Chen Jiageng became the leader of the overseas Chinese community in
Singapore. However, hard hit by the Great Depression world wide and attacked by
the British banking groups, his business, the world-famous Tan Kah Kee & Co., had
to be liquidated in 1934.

Failure in business did not diminish Chen Jiageng’s zeal to work for his
motherland and the local community. In 1938, a year after the outbreak of the
Anti-Japanese War, he helped to organize the Federation of China Relief Funds of
Southern Asia (FCRFSA) and was elected chairman. He successfully mobilized the
overseas Chinese in Southeast Asia for national salvation and raised a substantial
sum for China’s war effort. Chen Jiageng did his utmost to persuade the Kuomintang
and the Communist Party to join hands in fighting against the Japanese aggression.
On October 28, 1938, Chen Jiageng sent a cable motion to the National Political
Council (NPC) of which he was a member. It read “to discuss making peace before
the enemy has been driven out of our soil is treason” which dealt a heavy blow to the
capitulationist group headed by Wang Jingwei who was then the chairman of NPC.
Zou Taofen, a noted political commentator, spoke highly of it as “the greatest motion
ever known in China or even in the whole world”. Chen Jiageng led the overseas
Chinese in Southeast Asia in making efforts for the national salvation of China,
which has gone down into history as a great event.

In 1940, Chen Jiageng personally took the Comfort Mission to China, visiting
Chongging, Yan’an and other places. In the KMT-ruled areas, he saw corruption,

slackness in war efforts and the deep sufferings of the people, while in Yan’an, what

9



