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George Meredith

(fEE ]

FF¥a M TRk HT (George Meredith, 1828—1909) R #HE/NHEFE. Fi Ao
REMYERMESKLY, ENEFESE. N TAHEETERER
Wk BHIES M. WBREZVFES R E ) (Modern Loze, 1862),
KK HiFKTGRY (Poems and Lyrics of the Joy of Earth, 1883) %=, NEFHE KA
ERME (BEE-EHRIERY (The Ordeal of Richard Feverel, 1859),
(KR EXEY (The Egoist, 1879), «fEEPAIMEMY (Diana of the Crossways,
1885) %, BEXHERRERIKE—BEANT ZMEERANL. 15, i
BEBMIFIEI «FRINEESMERIE 18 6916 B (The Idea of Comedy and
the Uses of the Comic Spirit, 1897),

BRIKEERT IR ELTSE, XE4SFTEHNREREEZA
YOUE B tARRIZRERENISERBE—&, SRR
MNRERNEHESEERNNEEER, HMNELAREREEETESE
h, MEERSERES. BAit, REERKALIFEFHRHEBTNISIE
RIS E, BHAAFRBAFELE RN ERE Z—.

THE EGOIST

PR LA
cmw A

«FIEEEY RBTIERA WK — 8. fFH B3 MRt -4
Z (Willoughby Patterne) =K MELWNKMHE, KERRMBLET Ri%
EeiRmEFA, LIBRAPOLRAKE. RISLLRBRMBROMEAN, FO%
%, BABEBEXERBOANY, BEMHNRARETRGAL BRI 0 E
1o MEEEITRMIZEEIR/RKIZ LI B 4T (Lactitia Dale) 3t iR & .
RIS B R EHERE, ANARELTEOE. EEMAERKERE
P -#Eh4g (Constantia Durham) R, W HRFTRE. EEEM TR
f, REEAZRHFNATRELHNELEE. EETFZHNBER TS5 —
BREELF. BR, BigED TR « KERY (Clara Middleton),
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TR F—ARERINFEERE, NIREEREEAR. ERXEN
ZTF, wREEMRISLITE. BEGXEdED, hARELERDEXER
BERBRE, ATHREMBRYE. AWEARBEAE, KREBRERAR
BEEfr, XARBELNATERAZRENS, BaBEIALST,
BDESEX—R, XEF—-BEACFREAN, RHAKSER, BHitED
MEBERMN, FETHE BT RETM, FEEK. BdX
—B5tiE, RSB RSEHATTRERELR T,

THE EGOIST
CHAPTER VI

His Courtship

...Lady Patterne! was fast failing. Her son spoke of the
loss she would be to him: he spoke of the dreadfulness
He alluded %own death to come, caﬁsﬁmm
sophical air.

“All of us must go ! our time is short.”

“Very,” she assented.

Tt sounded like want of feeling.

“If you lose me, Clara !”

“But you are strong, Willoughby."

“I may be cut off to-morrow.”

“Do not talk in such a manner.”

“It is as well that it should be faced.”

“I cannot see what purpose it serves.”’?

“Should you lose me,2? my love !”

“Willoughby !

“Oh, the bitter pang of leaving you !”

“Dear Willoughby, you are distressed; your mother may
recover; let us hope she will; I will help to nurse her; I have
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offered, you know; I am ready, most anxious. I believe I
am a good nurse.”
“It is this belief—that one does not die with death !”
“That is our comfort.”
“When we love ?” .
“Does it not promise that we meet again ?”’

“To walk the world and see you perhaps ... with ano-
ther !”

“See me? — Where ? Here ?”

“Wedded ... to another. You! my bride; whom I call
mine; and you are! You would be still — in that horror !5
But all things are possible; women are women; they swim in
infidelity wave to wave !® I know them.”

“Willo y, do not torment yourself and me, I beg you.”

He meditated profoundly, and asked her: “Could you be

such a saint%@g women ?” ‘F/n
“I think a more than usually childish girl.”

“Not to forget me P

“Oh ! no.”

“Still to be mine ?”

“l am yours.”

“To plight yourself ?”’

“It is done.”

“Be mine beyond death ?”’

“Married is married, I think.”

“Clara ! to dedicate your life to our love! Never one
touch ! not,one whisper ! not a thought, not_a E;ream 17 Could
you ? — it agonizes me to imagine ... be invioﬁgc ? mine above ?
— mine before all men, though I am gone: — true to my
dust?® Tell me Give me that assurance. True to my
name!® — Oh! I hear them. ‘His relict.” Buzzings about Lady
Patterne. ‘The widow.” If you knew their talk of widows !
Shut your ears, my angel !** But if she holds them off and keeps
her path, they are forced to respect her. The dead husband

3



is not the dishonoured wretch they fancied him, because he
was out of their way. He lives in the heart of his wife. Clara !
my Clara ! as I live in yours, whether here gr away;* whether

you are a wife or widow, there i'ﬁjno distinction for love — 1
. h my —e "
am your husband — say it — ‘eternally. I must have peace;!

I tannot endure the pain. Depressed, yes; I have cause to be.*®
But it has haunted me ever since we joined hands To have
you — to lose you 1 BRI

“Is it not possible that I may be the first to die ?” said
Miss Middleton.

“And lose you, with the thought that you, lovely as you
are, and the dogs of the world barking round you, might ...1*
Is it any wonder that I have my feeling for the world ? This
hand ! — the thought is horrible.’3 You would be surrounded;
men are brutes; the gfgn_t of unfaithfulness excites them, over-
joys them. And I helpless! The thought is maddening. I
see a ring of monkeys grinning. There is your beauty, and
man’s delight in desecrating. You would be worried night
and day to quit my name, to ... I feel the blow now.'* You
would have no rest for them, nothing to cling to without your
uth" Y & by

“An oath !” saiz)iﬁﬁ%iss Midd!eton.

“It is no delusiofi; my love, when I tell you that with this
thought upon me I see a ring of monkey-faces grinning at me:
they haunt me. But you do swear it ! Once, and I will never
trouble you on the subject again.’? My weakness ! if you like.18
You will learn that it is love, a man’s love, stronger than death.”

“An oath ?” she said, and moved her lips to recall what
she might have said and forgotten. ‘“To what? what oath ?”

“That you will be true to me dead as well as living !1°
Whisper it.”

“Willoughby, I shall be true to my vows at the altar,*®”

“To me! me !” 5111{]

“It will be to you,” "



“To my soul. No heaven can be for me — I see none,
only torture, unless I have your word, Clara.?? T trust it. I
will trust it implicitly. My confidence in you is absolute,”

“Then you need not be troubled.”

“It is for you, my love; that you may be armed and strong
when I am not by to protect you.’’2?

“Our views of the world are opposed,?®* Willoughby.”

“Consent; gratify me; swear it. Say, ‘Beyond death.’?4
Whisper it. I ask for nothing more. Women think the hus-
band’s grave brzaks the bond, cuts the tie, sets them loose.
They wed the flesh — pah ! What I call on you for is nobility:
the transcendeut nobility of faithfulness beyond death.2s ‘His
widow !’ let them say; a saint in widowhood.”

“My vows at the altar must suffice.”

“You will not ? Clara !”

“I am plighted to you.”

“Not a word? — a simple promise ? But you love me?”

“I have given you the best proof of it that I can.”

“Consider how utterly I place confidence in you.”

“I hope it is well placed.”

“I could kneel to you, to worship you, if you would,
Clara !”

“Kneel to heaven, not to me, Willoughby. I am ... I
wish I were able to tell what I am. I may be inconstant: I
do not know myself.2® Think; question yourself whether I
am really the person you should marry. Your wife should
have great qualities of mind and soul. I will consent to hear
that I do not possess them, and abide by the verdict.?””’

“You do; you do possess them !”” Willoughby cried. “When
you know better what the world is, you will understand my
anxiety. Alive, I am strong to shield you from it; dead, help-
less — that is all.?® You would be clad in mail, steel-proof,
inviolable, if you would?® ... But try to enter into my mind;

think with me, feel with me. When you have once compre-
.
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hended the intensity of the love of a man like me, you will not
require asking. It is the difference of the elect and the vulgar®;
of the ideal of love from the coupling of the herds®. We will
let it drop. At least, I have your hand.?? As long as I live I
have your hand. Ought I not to be satisfied? I am; only,I
see farther than most men, and feel more deeply. And now I
must ride to my mother’s bedside. She dies Lady Patterne !
It might have been that she ... but she is a woman of women !33
With a father-in-law ! Just heaven! Could I have stood by
her then with the same feelings of reverence ?#¢ A very little,
my love, and everything gained for us by civilization crumbles;
we fall back to the first mortar-bowl we were bruised and
stirred in.?® My thoughts, when I take my stand to watch by
her, come to this conclusion, that, especially in women, dis:
tinction is the thing to be aimed at. Otherwise we are a welt-
ering human mass. Women must teach us to venerate them,
or we may as well be bleating and barking and bellowing.?¢
So, now enough. You have but to think a little. I must be
off. It may have happened during my absence.3” I will write.
I shall hear from you ? Come and see me mount Black Norman3.
My respects to your father. I have no time to pay them in

person. One !3°”

(¢:3:3

1. Lady Patterne: Willoughby 2,

2. I cannot see what purpose it serves: REREXEFH2H. IBEKIEA
EEErHE,

3. Should you lose me: FNE IRk ET K. MNXHEFLIEF Willoughby
HBERMLERIFL, FREMAEALE Cara, BHEREE & &
EAth.

4. That is our comfort: that IBHI—4YERIREIN(ES, BIEHAE F
RRALRIE K. Willoughby REFHRIE X FH 5Bk, bhEF
H—-RES, BEhEERE . ERIEEN, XWEAERZHD?”



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17,

. Wedded ... to another ... in that horror: Willoughby k¥ 2Z1A{th3E

J& Clara £ &, BULUEH “ - REOFIR, RADIRREKE, (REGH
REW, REFTARRBERKA, - ”. BB bride FLITE “BD
FEMIRFTR A%, horror FERLIE T — B EX—1E L.

. women are women ... wave to wave: wABR& A, W{I1Eg=%mM,

Janfa)LxRAK—AR.

. Never one touch ... not a dream: kFTEARFIHMBE AEEMEM R

ARE BEXTGEREMER, EERLEM#RAZER

. Could your ? — it agonizes ... to my dust: Willoughby .0» 4 48 7

fe3EfE Clara SR SME—%5 £, —EFIX—RERRILAES, B
B H IR A YRR I R, fERHENS BEREFARGRTE
BIERNE—IBAZL, —TIBAZA? RETRORK?

. True to my name: it A FEI2E
10.

I hear them ... my angel: ZFHWTE L AERE, “B R T A7, ]
TR REXBERANHME S EE “BEA)” BEREREXLE
ANTFEHAREREU=ZHENN ERBELTE, FKERE

as I live in yours, whether here or away: RRFZRICERITEE FKKTIE
FERBOAR—F, XAEEE B L 5 §7 — 4 He lives in the heart of
his wife 483,

I must have peace: {R—EEILBALF#H. HEL—EBEFUE
HKEELLD.

Depressed, yes; I have cause to be: IR HELLES, BXRAEE
FEH.

with the thought that ... round you might ...: {REXHE 5,
ARRAIFHEGRERRY, —BBRT—& X B R BED
BRI —B.

This hand ! — the thought is horrible: Willoughby }EREI6E IF 42
% Clara (F, XEMBB(LISTERENEA RS Clan WF, HiE
H1, hand FJHILFE ask for sb.’s hand ([E%: AsKiE), give one’s hand
to sb. (FRMEALB)FEH, XERETEHE X E KA.
You would be worried ... the blow now: {R¥EBHERE T3, #H A
FEBRPF ROER - RIAERERREIX—ITH. worry ZEL 1E
“REBERBEEGENBES "R,

But you do swear it ... the subject again: {BERE{&4k%E, FER R
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18.
19,

20.

21.

22,

23,

24,
25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

31.

32.

—R, BHRBERSALEHRIEKT.

My weakness, if you like: 18 2 #5355 M,

That you will be true to me dead ‘as well as living: JEWHIF, 34 &F,
KPR R BT R,

my vows at the altar: REZXAJWES. IBEREXETEILNEK
MHEER. XHBEERNFREBELRE, FREeERLR, BN
HEEE, EEEFAE, BEXREREEDARETHE.

No heaven can be ... Clara: BiEBE|IRIIERILT, ﬁﬁ%éﬁﬁ/z\ﬁ
RRER, RS HMLEEETE. / :
It is for you ... to protect you: Willoughby M — a ZHHE, =
Clara 2%, HIXBREBERER—LATES, EHELBRNESNE
FEHEA.

Our views of the world are opposed: AL world 35 A, #E% 7
AEEREHNEHE “WHANEERINBEARBLBEN—PEZEET
(The world was the principal topic of dissension between these lovers)”.
Willoughby INARLEZMEATNRAR Y SHAERE, EESNMN
fafils Clara REZXFEE.

Say, ‘Beyond death’: I, “JESHEBEFHK.”

What I call on you ... beyond death: FHIEERTFHRHEZHBS
B, BIXREZEREARBHNESE LNEHRLRE.

I am ... I wish I were ... know myself: Willoughby HEAZEEE
Clara LAIER, X/LEIEFRB IS Willoughby RIBHEZE T 3)
&, EXTHEREO. ’

I will consent to ... by the verdict: FHEWAALEBRAERZILE,
BEXREE LBEEEE R

Alive, I am strong ... that is all: KIF—K, BEEPEMRRTZH AR
You would be clad in mail ... if you would: IR{REYE, REtEM
2588, ALTZER.

the difference of the elect and the vulgar: ERREFiIn—FE _FHH
BR, —HRHEEEA.

the ideal of love: from the coupling of the herds: IRiNEA > BRETF
BARMNZE.

We will let it drop. At least, I have your hand: Ry TME, #FIELR



33,

34,

35,

36.

37.

38.
39.

RESRITTENT. XGESTXEHERAT Willoughby ZELF Z
ML TR E REZR.

She dies Lady Patterne ... woman of women: #h3ERBI5 HYERAE
KA. HERLHRER, EXMBARFATEE - AR HAKER
“BURI AR,

With a father-in-law ... feelings of reverence: EREHANY4kAR FKHFRI
AREES X F BT ? tLR Willoughby FE5EKk Clara Y EE £
B, FRMERESFETENEEREm L.

A very little ... and stirred in: WEABMR—HEH], WARIHELT
BATR—TIst R LA R, RN AEREZIRNBI EREHES
BHOTSES, EHHERFEE B THREE (EL2-HY &
EYNE—++LESE -+ -7: Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a
mortar among wheat with a pestle, yet will not his foolishness depart
from him.

Women must teach us ... barking and bellowing: & AEREENT
HRBERMNGOUY, TURNAFERIRARRNOEET.

It may have happened during my absence: #§ Willoughby %%l {th R
FERIM R Lady Patterne B2,

Black Norman: Willoughby #JZEIE F,

One: HpE—KEHEY



