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Preface

The Second International Conference on the Genetics and Biotechnology of Bacilli
was held at Stanford University on July 68, 1983. Over 280 scientists representing 17
countries gathered to exchange ideas about advances made in this field since the previous
conference in 1981. The conference was made possible by the generous financial support
of the Syntro Corporation of San Diego, California, and was sponsored by the Syntro
Corporation and the Stanford Medical School.

Dr. Dominick Purpura, Dean of Stanford Medical School, and Dr. Thomas Parmeter,
President of the Syntro Corporation, opened the conference with welcoming addresses.
These were followed by keynote speeches by Dr. Allan M. Campbell, Professor of
Biology at Stanford University, and Dr. Stanley Falkow, Professor of Medical Micro-
biology at Stanford Medical School. There were six main sessions: biotechnology,
chromosomal organization, secretion, transcription, cloning, and synthesis of sporulation
associated products. These sessions were chaired by Drs. William Phillips, Frank E.
Young, J. O. Lampen, Janice Pero, J.  A. Hoch, and A. 1. Aronson, respectively. In
addition to the main sessions, topics that were covered in detail during the previous
conference were included in three focus sessions: general genetics, phages, and spores.
These sessions were chaired, respectively, by Drs. R. E. Yasbin, T. A. Trautner, and D.
J. Tipper, who also summarized the proceedings in this volume. During the three-day
conference, about 30 posters were presented.

The contributions to this volume reflect the impressive sophistication that has been
achieved in various facets of Bacillus biology, especially in identification of promoters,
cloning of foreign genes, and selection of expressed gene products. It is clear from the
proceedings that the Bacilli will become the most useful organisms for biotechnological
applications.

The articles in this volume were organized and prepared for publication by Ms. Marsha
Shearer. Ms. JoAnn Katheiser helped with various aspects of the conference organization
at Stanford.
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