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ARCHITECTURE AND PEDAGOGY IN DIALOGUE

The challenge in the design process for a new kindergarten is that of constructing an environment for childhood in
which functional and aesthetic identities recount and support a certain identity of the child competent, an explorer,
equipped with a hundred languages and great abilities

The kindergarten is both a place and a tool each space can be interpreted as an opportunity for experiment,
knowledge-building and self-learning for children. a laboratory stimulating and supporting various journeys of
development

Actually the qualities and characteristics of a kindergarten - the design choices, the space layout. the tools - derive (or

should derive) from the image of the child that belongs to a community: the environment - which we take to be the
total of spatial and sensory qualities including architecture itself. furnishings, immaterial qualities of the spaces (color,
light. materials. acoustics). information - can determine the nature of the pedagogical project.

Michele Zini
ZPZ PARTNERS

A book collecting selected projects is a great opportunity to study and compare how the different designers face
design topics that are crucial in children spaces

For instance. the sensorial quality of the space. We know that children experience the world through the senses,
with each sense activating other senses. They have a synesthesia capacity: they 'see” temperature: they ‘touch” light;
they taste” smells. A design challenge is to create spaces that can be perceived and used by all five senses, a vast

KEUR %
range of different materials. grains and textures, light sources and colors to support a poly-sensorial environment. 7P7 A ABSIB =L

respecting and supporting children's cognitive processes.

A second important issue is furniture. Fumishings develop a fundamental role as mediator between the architecture
and the activities of the inhabitants; their task is to give concreteness to possibility. to spark off relations, like enzymes
Architecture and furniture give shape to the use of the kindergarten. and should be conceived together.

The presence of specialized spaces. like the Ateliers. supports the experimenting with the arts and the hybridisation
and crossfertilization between languages. promoting visual and poetic languages in everyday work with children

The layout reflects the conceptual map of use - for instance a central square with lack of corridors might better
support and tell a pedagogy of relations where the three subjects of the community - children. teachers and
parents - together build their values. projects and desires

There are other main design issues: Sustainability. health and safety in the environment. care in the use of energy
sources, listening to qualities of climate and form in a situation. the relationship with the urban or natural environment
All of these are guidelines for reading a collections of kindergarten projects, where Pedagogy and Architecture try
to establish a dialogue to support children adventure of growth.

BREHBENGS

LRI ILERND R P ATE RS A BT NI —MRE, Hii  TE, ERASMEHME. S0R54. XRMEZREE N2 ERMAINE

BEMEAHAET BT ERFTILENREMER: . ETHRR, Haah
BEIFEERGUTA.

SHILEAREE— MR, LR—MIE SA=EEWTUELZA— ML,
ZFNTtTEREE. MRMEME XSS ETMBER—ERRE, &
Wt B AR R,

SEBR b, S)LE R BRI —— R B = E b B AR —IR A (3
Rz A ) BF—HREERNILERR, mMEEHE, EBEERAS. EAKK.
FERMEEWNEY. k. M. EWELENZTERREANSEMEE AR
B, RBREHEME A,

RPYF T RENGLERRBENE, THEERRNNLLEAREBHHZ
WMENEILE RIS LD EE T ER.

B, =EPERESR. HMNMELERBSRERERHAN, HEE—
MEREHMSRBEMOEE. LEEERED: BNTN B BE, “#ER”
Jttk, ‘@B 8. B, — MRt ER IR — R EY T RN B

M BB FILERPARISRE.

ETANBENHERETARR, SHEABRITBREDZEAHENLEER
ARERIER. BRRNES BT RIERAENL, HERE— S| LEMERIT M.
BRMEAKRRGHILENERR T TRERE, z#TR—%it.

BREEXHNT VR ETHHEMERNZE, REESZENESE5EE,
MNMESEFARLEE TIEPRANILN. FRIESHER.

e BEME T ARORSHE, flo, FREBPRTHHFTIUE
T EMARABE LR, AXMRRER, HENZKEE—ILE. MK
B—AEMHERNEN, TRRE, BRCE.

AAEHMB LT ZARITEE: THENE. RENRRSLE. RRIEER
B, BEYNSBEEENRARER. BREWHIEMEARENLR. T
AXERZZHIERANBENESOE, KBXEAEHEMER 2 B
W, DRt ILE ALK



CHALLENGES AND IMPORTANCE OF HIGH-
QUALITY LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Kindergartens around the world have changed greatly in recent decades. Fast growing group sizes
combined with tightened building budgets can turn a new kindergarten quickly into a nonfunctional
growing and working environment. This causes many challenges for architects and designers

Construction of large learming facilities is a rising trend. In these huge community centers a child
could spend almost 15 years of his life, moving from kindergarten to primary school. secondary
school. and even up to high school. Designing these large community centers our challenge is to
preserve the scale of small children and at the same time allow efficient utilization of the premises
for all the different types of adult user groups after the school days. During planning and budgeting

learning environments universal adaptability. versatility. efficiency and economic maintenance are
emphasized and children’'s desires and needs are easily overlooked or even forgotten,

Timo Koljonen
LINJA ARCHITECTS LTD

Flexibility of spaces has rapidly become an important part of the day-care planning generic rooms
should be easily shared and combined to serve different purposes during the day. This poses
its own challenges to furnishing, acoustics. building services etc. Also integration of children with
special needs in normal kindergarten groups is booming. so all spaces must be accessible, extra
safe and functional. These integrated groups should also have small shared spaces, to which a
RE - BURTH
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special child is able to go to calm down and to do his own chores and exercises

Every now and then every child needs his own privacy and peace during their kindergarten day.
but at the same time design solutions should not restrict socializing with other children nor degrade
controllability. Relationship between open and enclosed spaces must always be thought closely
One of the most important duties of a kindergarten is to develop children's social skills. so we
should pay extra attention to shared spaces such as a dining hall a sports hall workshop rooms,
playground areas etc

Kindergarten's principal aim is to be a stimulating. safe and familiar 'second home”. where a child
can grow up and develop with peace of mind. Rapidly evolving technology solutions and changing
trends of pedagogy offer us new possibilities to resolve these planning challenges, as well as
develop new ways of thinking. From architects point of view. key challenge for us is to attract
adults to understand the importance of high-quality learning environment, whose meaning to our
societies can not be overestimated
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Hondelatte Laporte Architectes

Virginie Davo
Conseil Batiment

The Giraffe childcare center houses a 60-bed childcare center and 20-bed day
nursery. The building has been awarded the green “zéro Energie Effinergie” label.

This public building is located at the new area called “le Trapéze”. The High
density of this area gives it a rugged skyline. To be integrated into this particular
urban landscape, the building is composed of three tiers. Each of the south-
facing playgrounds is in continuity with the interior spaces and is identified by
a unique concrete animal sculpture. Viewed from the surrounding towers, the
regular sequence of terraces offers a real “ fifth facade” to the neighborhood.

The facades of the building are made out of white corrugated iron that provides
a minimal background to the wild animal sculptures. The idea is to animate the
urban landscape by using a child’s imagination. The wild animals appropriate the

SAEM Val de Seine Aménagement

Charlotte Fagart, Studetech, GCB Gestion

KIEILEFF RO

Boulogne, France 1,450 m?

Philippe Ruault

space; a giraffe appears to be peacefully eating the leaves of the trees from the
neighbouring park, a polar bear tries to clamber up the steps, while a family of
ladybirds climbs the facade in an attempt to reach the interior patio.

Architecture turns into storytelling. The building changes its identity and
becomes a landscape in its own right, a metaphor for the urban jungle. The
animals and the trees link the building to nature and motion. The giraffe has
become a banner for the nursery since it is visible in the surrounding area from
all angles. We walk through its legs to enter the building. Through their affable
form, the lively animal sculptures invite us to live our dreams. These playful and
dreamlike sculptures introduce a little bit of fantasy into the routine life of the
town in order to inspire our lives with a bit of poetry.



