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Blrrernace

Six years have elapsed since publication of the first edi-
tions of Thoracic Surgery and Esophageal Surgery. In these
second editions, all original chapiers have been updated
and a significant number of new chapters added. Im-
portant additions include major advances in the applica-
tion and acceptance of minimally invasive video-assisted
techniques; advances in the technology of imaging with
positron emission tomography scanning and ultrasound;
the current emphasis on multimodality therapy in the
management of many thoracic malignancies (including
locally advanced lung and esophageal carcinomas); the
expanding field of lung volume reduction surgery and
three-field lymphadenectomy for esophageal cancer; and
new operative technigues for the management of difficult
technical problems, such as resection and reconstruction
of the puhmonary artery and superior vena cava.
Otherwise, format and objectives remain the same.
Each of the seven medical editors has assumed responsi-
bility for one or more sections in which that particular
editor has internationally recognized expertise. Chapter
authors were chosen because of their acknowledged ex-

pertise in the assigned topic. Content and presentation
were designed to create a comprehensive textbook for
general reference, with an emphasis on practical guidance
for the resident in training and for the esiablished prac-
titioner.

Again, the text has been separated into two volumes
in an effort to accommodate the potentially disparate
interests of the reader. Thoracic Surgery encompasses op-
erative techniques of the airways, lungs, chest wall, and
mediastinum. Esophageal Surgery will be of interest to
general surgeons and gastroenterologists, as well as to
thoracic surgeons.

The Department of Surgery at the University of To-
ronto continues 1o dominate the background of the edi-
tors: Six of the seven current editors hold or have held
academic positions in the Division of Thoracic Surgery
in Toronto. Many of the individual chapters have been
written by graduates of the Toronto Gemneral Thoracic
Surgery Training Programme.

E GRIFFITH PEARSON



NOTICE

Medicine is an ever-changing field. Standard safety precautions must be fol-
lowed, but as new research and clinical experience broaden our knowledge,
changes in treatment and drug therapy become necessary or appropriate. Readers
are advised to check the product information currently provided by the manufac-
turer of each drug to be administered to verify the recommended dose, the
method and duration of administration, and the contraindications. It is the
responsibility of the treating physician, relying on experience and knowledge of
the patient, to determine dosages and the best treatment for each individual
patient. Neither the publisher nor the editor assumes any liability for any injury
and/or damage to persons or property arising from this publication.
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