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Geography is a diverse academic discipline. It deals with
a wide range of subjects, from spatial patterns of human
occupancy to the interaction between people and their
habitat. It concerns place and region and employs diverse
methodologies from the social sciences, humanities, and
Earth sciences. The geographer strives for a holistic view
of the Earth as the home of humankind.

Because the world is in constant flux, geography is an
ever-changing discipline. Geographers necessarily consid-
er a wide range of topics and view them from several dif-
ferent perspectives. They continually seek new ways of
looking at the inhabited Earth. For example, the rise of a
feminist perspective has caused geographers to see the
world anew through such concepts as “gendered space,”
and a “postmodernist” challenge to the tenets of science
has recently led geography to a more humanistic philoso-
phy. Every revision of an introductory text such as The
Human Mosaic requires careful attention to such changes
and innovations.

The Five Themes

The Human Mosaic has always been built around five
themes: culture region, cultural diffusion, cultural ecolo-
gy, cultural interaction, and cultural landscape. These five
themes are introduced and explained in the first chapter
and serve as the framework for the 11 topical chapters
that follow. Fach theme is applied to a variety of geo-
graphical topics: religion, language, ethnicity, politics,
demography, agriculture, industry, the city, and types of
culture. This thematic organization allows students to
relate to the most important aspects of cultural geogra-
phy at every point in the text. As instructors, we have
found that beginning students learn best when provided
with a precise and useful framework, and the five-themes
approach provides such a framework for understanding
cultural geography. A small icon accompanies each theme
as a visual reminder to students when these themes recur
throughout the book. They will see:

$8/ Culture Region

% Cultural Diffusion

? Cultural Ecology

m Cultural Interaction

Wf Cultural Landscape

In our classroom experience, we have found the the-
matic framework to be highly successful. Our culture
region theme appeals to students’ natural curiosity about
the differences among places. Cultural diffusion conveys
the dynamic aspect of culture particularly relevant to this
age of incessant and rapid change. Students acquire an
appreciation for how cultural traits spread (or do not
spread) from place to place. The topics employed to illus-
trate the concepts of diffusion include many examples to
which college students can relate: for instance, reggae and
rap music, computer technology and the Internet, and the
impact of globalization on consumer goods around the
world. Cultural ecology, also highly relevant in our age,
addresses the complicated relationship between culture
and the physical environment. Cultural interaction (reti-
tled from “cultural integration™ for the purpose of clari-
ty) permits students to view culture as an interrelated
whole, in which one facet acts on and is acted on by other
facets—a key to understanding our complicated world.
Last, the theme of cultural landscape heightens students’
awareness of the visible character of places and regions.

Coverage and Organization

The Human Mosaic continues to provide balanced cov-
erage between traditional geographical topics (culture,
land use, political patterns, human adaptation to envi-
ronment, habitat modification) and major new issues
(global warming, desertification, globalization, the cyber-
netic age, and feminism). We feel that this balance expos-
es students to the breadth of cultural geography today.
Adhering to a thematic organization, the book covers the
following topic areas.

Chapter 1 Cultural Geography: Science or Art? intro-
duces the student to the field and explains the five themes
of culture region, cultural diffusion, cultural ecology,
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cultural interaction, and cultural landscape, which are
used throughout the text. Globalization is now discussed
in a new section in Chapter 1.

Chapter 2 Parallel Worlds: Two Types of Culture
raises students’ awareness very early that fundamentally
differing ways of life exist. These differences are present-
ed as a contrast between folk and popular cultures. This
newly combined chapter is now presented earlier in this
edition.

Chapter 3 The Geography of Religion: Spaces and
Places of Faith covers the interwoven culture of religion
and how it varies from place to place.

Chapter 4 Geolinguistics: A Babel of Languages
introduces the student to the geographical branch of
geolinguistics and the spatial groupings of languages.

Chapter 5 Ethnic Geography: Homelands and
Ghettos examines the spatial and ecological aspects of
ethnicity and the trend toward ethnic awareness around
the world.

Chapter 6 Political Geography: A Divided World
addresses the geographical aspects of human political
behavior, illustrated by the breakup of empires, the draw-
ing of international boundaries, and voting patterns.

Chapter 7 Geodemography: Peopling the Earth
looks at the distribution of people across the Earth and
the spatial variations of birthrates, health, population
growth, and other demographic traits that exist in differ-
ent regions.

Chapter 8 Agricultural Geography: Food from the
Good Earth examines types of agriculture, the ecology of
farming and herding, the diffusion of elements of agricul-
ture, the interaction between agriculture and other
aspects of culture, and the visible variations revealed in
agricultural landscapes.

Chapter 9 Industries: A Faustian Bargain explores
industry and the industrial revolution through the eyes of
the cultural geographer, with particular attention to
uneven spatial distribution and its ecological ramifica-
tions.

Chapter 10 Urbanization: The City in Time and
Space looks at overall patterns of urbanization, how
urbanization began and developed, and the differing
forms of cities in developing and developed regions.

Chapter 11 Inside the City: A Cultural Mosaic com-
plements Chapter 10 by focusing on patterns within cities
such as spatial differences, regional differences, and city
structures.

Chapter 12 One World or Many? The Cultural
Geography of the Future addresses the question of how
globalization is affecting the diversity among human
cultures.

New to the Ninth Edition

With this publication, The Human Mosaic achieves the
rare distinction of its ninth edition. We have revised it to
speak to the young citizens of an emerging new century, in
the hope that studying The Human Mosaic will help them
adjust to and thrive in this exciting if troubled age.

In this edition, you will find diverse new features and
changes:

NEW! Chapter 12, One World or Many? The Cul-
tural Geography of the Future. This entirely new chapter
examines the process of globalization and its impact on
cultures around the world. We approach the subject by
questioning current assumptions about globalization and
in the process uncover many of the pros and cons associ-
ated with this international force. In addition, informa-
tion on globalization has been incorporated throughout
all the chapters of the text.

NEW! Chapter 2, Parallel Worlds: Two Types of Cul-
ture. Formerly two separate chapters, the topics of folk
and popular culture have been merged in the ninth edi-
tion and are now introduced earlier in the book. The
newly abridged treatment contrasts these fundamentally
different ways of life and streamlines the presentation of
their content. By placing this material earlier in the book,
students are now introduced to important geographical
concepts that will serve as a foundation they can apply
throughout the remaining chapters.

Reorganized Table of Contents. In the ninth edition,
we have chosen to reorder the 12 chapters to create a
more logical flow from one topic to another. The new
order of chapters will make the concepts and connections
between chapters more relevant to the chapters that suc-
ceed them. In addition to the changes mentioned above,
other significant organizational changes include:

Chapter 3, The Geography of Religion: Spaces and
Places of Faith (formerly Chapter 6), is now intro-
duced earlier to highlight current events surrounding
religious conflict and to prepare students for the fol-
lowing chapters covering ethnicity and politics.

Chapter 5, Ethnic Geography: Homelands and
Ghettos (formerly Chapter 9), has been moved so that
it directly follows the chapters on religion and lan-



guage (now Chapter 4), two topics that form much of
the basis for understanding ethnicity.

Chapter 6, Political Geography: A Divided World
(formerly Chapter 4), is now treated after the topics
of religion, language, and ethnicity have been intro-
duced, thus ensuring that students will be familiar
with these essential contexts before taking on the
complexities of geopolitics.

Chapter 7, Geodemography: Peopling the Earth (for-
merly Chapter 2), has been relocated just before
Chapter 8, Agricultural Geography: Food from the
Good Earth (formerly Chapter 3), and Chapter 9,
Industries: A Faustian Bargain (formerly Chapter 12),
which allows students to confront issues such as feed-
ing the world’s population and how people from dif-
ferent cultures sustain their livelihoods in the context
of demographic concepts.

Chapter 9, Industries: A Faustian Bargain (formerly
Chapter 12), has been placed earlier in the table of
contents to accommodate the newly added Chapter
12 on globalization.

NEW! “Seeing Geography” Essay. Each chapter now
opens with a photograph or a map selected for its ability
to illustrate the five themes used throughout the text. Each
thematic photo or map is revisited at the end of the chap-
ter in an analytical essay entitled “Seeing Geography.”
The “Seeing Geography™ essay prompts students to think
about and analyze photographs in the same ways they are
asked to analyze maps—through the unique geographical
lenses of the five themes of The Human Mosaic.

Revised Map Program. To accommodate the changes
of a world in flux, the authoritative map program retains
its characteristic elegance and clarity while conveying the
latest geographic information.

Thoroughly Updated. An updating of all statistics
available to 2000-2001, reflecting censuses worldwide.

Recommended Readings. Annotated lists of 10 care-
fully selected books at the end of each chapter offer stu-
dents the opportunity to explore topics that are of inter-
est to them in more depth.

Retained from the Highly
Acclaimed Earlier Editions
“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it” is an old adage. Accord-

ingly, we have retained the basic, classroom-tested devices
that underlie The Human Mosaic’s earlier success:
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Figure captions in most cases contain questions rele-
vant to what is being shown. Our maps and photos are
not decoration but vital parts of the learning process.

Relevant web sites are listed at the end of each chap-
ter to lead students to related materials bearing upon the
chapter’s topic.

Focus On boxes appear two to three times in each
chapter and present illustrative examples or highlight rel-
evant studies that students will find interesting.

Profile boxes interspersed throughout the text present
biographical sketches of famous and important contribu-

tors to cultural geography, such as Carl Ritter and Ellen
Churchill Semple.

Reflecting on Geography questions scattered through
each chapter are intended to help students apply what
they have just learned to real world situations.

Media and Supplements

The ninth edition is accompanied by a superior media
and supplements package that facilitates student learning
and enhances the teaching experience. For students, we
have seamlessly integrated topics from the text with the
companion web site; thus the latest technology is being
used to reinforce concepts from the text. For instructors,
we have created a full-service ancillary package that will
help in the preparation of lectures and exams, particular-
ly in regard to electronic classroom presentations.

Aids for Student Learning
Mapping Exercises

Exploring Human Geography with Maps, Margaret
Pearce, Western Michigan University,
ISBN 0-7167-4917-3

This new four-color workbook uses cartographic visu-
alization to make maps into tools for the exploration and
representation of geographic ideas. It directly addresses
the concepts of The Human Mosaic, chapter by chapter,
and it includes activities accessible through The Human
Mosaic Online at http://www.whfreeman.com/jordan.
Three types of activities occur in each chapter: Exploring
Geographic Information Visually; Interpreting the Lan-
guage of Maps; and Other Ways of Mapping.

On the Web

The Human Mosaic Online:
http://www.whfreeman.com/jordan

The companion web site serves as an online study
guide. The core of the site is a range of features that
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encourage critical thinking and assist in study and review.
Features include:
Web Activities from Exploring Human Geography with
Maps, by Margaret Pearce, Western Michigan University
Review Tests for each chapter, by A. Steele Becker,
University of Nebraska, Kearney, and Jacqueline V. Becker

Atlas

Rand McNally’s Atlas of World Geography, paperback,
176 pages

Available packaged with the text (ISBN 0-7167-
9817-4), or with the text and Student Study Guide (ISBN
0-7167-9883-2), or with the text and Exploring Human
Geography with Maps (ISBN 0-7167-9882-4).

Study Guide

Student Study Guide, Michael Kukral, Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology, ISBN 0-7167-5617-X

The new and updated Student Study Guide provides a
tremendous learning advantage for students using The
Human Mosiac. This best-selling supplement contains
new practice tests, chapter learning objectives, key terms,
and sections on map reading and interpretation. A high-
ly integrated manual, the Student Study Guide supports
and enhances the material covered in The Human Mosaic
and guides the student to a clearer understanding of cul-
tural geography.

Aids for the Instructor
Presentation

Instructor’s Resource CD-ROM and Web Site, ISBN
0-7167-4919-000

Contains all the text images available as Microsoft
PowerPoint™ slides for use in classroom presentation.
The labels on the images have been enlarged for better
projection quality. It also contains the Test Bank as chap-
ter-by-chapter Microsoft Word™ files that can be easily
modified by the instructor.

Slide Set with Lecture Notes, ISBN 0-7167-4920-3
A set of 100 images with accompanying explanatory
lecture notes for presentations.

Overbead Transparencies, ISBN 0-7167-4918-1
A handy set of 100 key maps and figures from the text
for classroom presentation.

Assessment

Test Bank, Douglas Munski, University of North Dakota
The Test Bank is available on the Instructor’s Resource
CD-ROM and can also be accessed via the book’s com-

panion web site under the password-protected “For
Instructors” section. The Test Bank is carefully designed
to match the pedagogical intent of the text. It contains
more than 1000 test questions (multiple-choice and true/
false). The files are provided as chapter-by-chapter Micro-
soft Word files that are easy to download, edit, and print.
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