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NOTICE

Extraordinary efforts have been made by the authors, the editors,
and the publisher of this book to insure that dosage recommendations
are precise and in agreement with standards officially accepted at the
time of publication.

It does happen, however, that dosage schedules are changed from
time to time in the light of accumulating clinical experience and con-
tinuing laboratory studies. This is most likely to occur in the case of
recently introduced products. '

It is urged, therefore, that you check the manufacturer’s recom-
mendations for dosage, especially if the drug to be administered or pre-
scribed is one that you use only infrequently or have not used for some
time.

THE EbITORS



This, the twenty-fourth edition of Current
Therapy, continues the original purpose of these
annual editions to bring concise and current
authoritative information on therapy to the prac-
ticing physician. The therapeutic advances con-
tinue at a steady pace, and the physician is con-
fronted with a deluge of information from which
he must extract the information needed in his
particular type of practice. This can become a
tedious, time-consuming task to which the busy
physician can ill afford to expend the necessary
time and effort to ensure his therapeutic practice
is truly current. It is the aim of this volume to
present a distillation of past and recent informa-
tion that is to the point, well ordered; and repre-
sentative of current accepted practice.

The term “method of”’ preceding the name
of the author-clinician refers to the regimen in
current use by the named author; it does not imply
that the author was the originator of the method
described. Present-day treatment is by and large a
summation of the work of many clinicians over
the years, and no attempt has been made to con-
fine coverage to recent advances only.

Each new edition may best be considered a
new book rather than a revision of the old. Meth-
ods by authors new to the book appear in this
edition for most topics, and substantial revision
of articles published in past editions has been

Pretace

made. Additions or deletions have been made to
enable the book to keep abreast of the changing
importance of certain diseases or other factors
influencing therapy.

The Editor wishes to express his most sincere
and heartfelt appreciation to Drs. M. Edward
Davis, Vincent J. Derbes, Garfield G. Duncan,
Hugh J. Jewett, H. Houston Merritt, Walter L.
Palmer, Hobart A. Reimann, and Robert H. Wil-
liams for their wise guidance as Consultants. It is
to their credit that the high standard of these
volumes has been maintained over the years.

The Editor welcomes to the Board of Con-
sultants Drs. Thomas B. Barnett, James L. A.
Roth, Grace A. Goldsmith, Frederic A. Bartter,
Willard E. Goodwin, Thomas E. Van Metre, Fred
Plum, Walter A. Bonney, Lawrence C. Kolb, and
Daniel J. McCarty.

The effectiveness and success of Current
Therapy have been due in greatest measure to
the Contributors and Consultants, to whom the

.Editor is deeply grateful. A book of this type

would not . be possible without their whole-
hearted cooperation. The Editor also wishes to
thank the staff of the W. B. Saunders Company
for their wise guidance and unstinted assistance.

Howarp F. Conn, M.D., F.A.C.P.
Uniontown, Pennsylvania
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