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Foreword to Second Edition of
“Handbook of Heterocyclic
Chemistry”

In the fourteen years since the first edition of this Handbook (Handbook-I) was published much has
happened. In particular, “Comprehensive Heterocyclic Chemistry-I1I" (CHEC-II) has been published,
updating “Comprehensive Heterocyclic Chemistry” (CHEC), on which the first edition of the
Handbook was based. In view of the very large volume of heterocyclic chemistry which has appeared,
it was essential to thoroughly revise and update the Handbook for its second edition.

In this endeavor the original author of Handbook-I has been joined by Alexander Pozharskii of the
University of Rostov, Russia. We have adopted for Handbook-II (for the most part) the arrangement
and classification of Handbook-1. However, a large amount of new material has been added, most of
which has been taken from the 10 volumes of CHEC-II. In many instances we have utilized pieces of
actual text and structural schemes directly from CHEC-II. Because of the close relationship to CHEC
and to CHEC-II, the Foreword, Introduction to CHEC-II and Short Contents of both CHEC and
CHEC-II are reprinted as part of the “Part I: Preliminaries” of Handbook-II. Just as for Handbook-I,
the organization of Handbook-II follows that of the CHEC and CHEC-II rather closely except in the
case of ring synthesis, and Chapter 1.3 of the “Handbook™ describes these divergencies.

The authors of the Handbook-II have many acknowledgments to make for help. We particularly
thank Charles Rees, Eric Scriven and John Zoltewicz who have read the work in its entirety. We are
most grateful for the technical assistance from Ms. Hong Wu, Dr. Olga V. Denisko, Dr. O. V. Dyablo,
Dr. A. V. Gulevskaya, Mr. S. Kakasyev and Ms. V. N. Stepanova and to Dr. Linde Katritzky for her
constant support.

The updating required to produce Handbook-II has not been an easy one, and we are quite aware
that there are numerous deficiencies. Many hard decisions had to be made to keep the overall length
within reasonable bounds. The choice of what to put in and what to leave out was often difficult, and
we have probably overlooked many important contributions that should have been included. Despite
our best efforts, undoubtedly errors remain and we, the authors, take full responsibility for them.

ALAN R. KATRITZKY
Gainesville, Florida USA

ALEXANDER F. POZHARSKII

Rostov, Russia
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