| #H. Ai" i‘
3 ’ ls m 'I,~ ] .
ife
- )

P g

tiings zﬂﬁvetyglay i
. Vﬁhg!HE SINCE 865

&{“: e
| ’ *\ ,'; N ¥ 3 4 bl !t: %5 “ ‘s” g“ ’*( {r},




FOURTH EDITION

The Private Side of

American History
Readings in Everyday Life

voLUME | ] sINCE 1865

Edited by

THOMAS R. FRAZIER

The Bernard M. Baruch College
of The City University of New York

Harcourt Brace Jovanovich College Publishers
Fort Worth  Philadelphia San Diego

New York Orlando Austin San Antonio
Toronto Montreal London Sydney Tokyo



Picture Credits

Cover: Robert Burroughs. 6 The New York Public Library, Astor, Lenox and
30 Cook Collection, Valentine Museum, Richmond, Virginia.

Tilden Foundations.
76 The Bettmann Archive. 106 The Bettmann Archive.

52 Library of Congress.
136 The Bettmann Archive. 158 Courtesy of Howard Shorr © Los Angeles Times.

182 From the collections of Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village,
Neg. No. 0-4901. 220 United States Weather Bureau. 248 Library of Congress.
278 The Bettmann Archive. 302 Wide World Photos. 342 Wide World Photos.
372 McCullin/Magnum. 406 Dennis Brack/Black Star. 432 The Bettmann Archive.

Copyright © 1987, 1983, 1979, 1975 by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Inc.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or
transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including
photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system,
without permission in writing from the publisher.

Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work should be
mailed to: Permissions, Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, Orlando,
Florida, 32887.

ISBN: 0-15-571961-0
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number: 86-80747

Printed in the United States of America




Preface

Although there has been some change in the past decade, most
studies of history concentrate on public figures and public affairs—that
is, the events and people that historians consider most important and
influential. What tends to be left out in these traditional presentations
is the ordinary, day-to-day life of most of the members of a given so-
ciety—that is, the “private side’”” of history. This phrase should not
suggest events hidden from public view, but rather the personal inci-
dents and the attitudes of ordinary people—especially their responses
to the policies of the dominant power in their society.

This Fourth Edition of The Private Side of American History continues
and expands on the themes of the first three editions. The essays col-
lected here and in Volume I of this edition represent a sampling of the
varied attitudes, life styles, living arrangements, and cultural conflicts
that have affected the American people. The selections deal both with
the mainstream culture and with cultural groups considered deviant by
the mainstream. Portrayed here are people—rich and poor, black and
white, male and female, old and young, powerful and weak—as they
go about their daily task of trying to provide themselves with a satis-
factory way of life. New topics covered in the Fourth Edition include
abortion, the westward movement, the rise of the movies, Chicano-
Anglo conflict, the automobile industry, the desegregation of profes-
sional sports, the Vietnam War, evangelical religion, and contemporary
attitudes toward marriage.

This portrayal is necessarily incomplete, for only an encyclopedic
work could encompass the complexities of everyday life throughout
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American history. But the essays presented here should give the reader
a taste of the manifold cultures found within American society today
and in the past.

The sixteen selections in this volume, arranged in roughly chrono-
logical order from 1865 to the present, are grouped into four sections,
each of which concludes with an annotated bibliography. The head-
note accompanying each selection places the subject matter in its his-
torical context. A brief introduction to the volume describes the major
areas that should be considered in a historical survey of everyday life.

For scholarly assistance I would like to express my appreciation to:
Elliott Barkan, California State University, San Bernardino; William R.
Biles, Oklahoma State University; Richard D. Brown, University of
Connecticut; Robert W. Cherny, San Francisco State University;
Edward M. Cook, Jr., University of Chicago; Robert M. Crunden, Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin; John W. Jeffries, University of Maryland Baltimore
County; Peter Levine, Michigan State University; David Nasaw. Col-
lege of Staten Island (CUNY); David Rosner, Baruch College (CUNY);
Ellen Skinner, Pace University; and Reed Ueda, Tufts University.

Thomas R. Frazier
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Introduction

In recent years the traditional presentation of American history in schools
and colleges has come under criticism. The growth of various liberation
movements in the 1960s has led to a rewriting of many history texts to
include material on blacks, American Indians, white ethnic groups, and
women, among others. New Left historiography has brought about a
reconsideration of economic and class interests both domestically and
in foreign policy. A third area in which the historical record has been
remiss is the one represented by the essays reprinted in this volume—
the realm of the everyday life of the American people, the private side
of American history. The traditional emphasis on public events has re-
sulted in an historical record that fails to provide sufficient insight into
the role of ordinary people in the development of our culture and so-
ciety. Their feelings, the ways in which they responded or reacted to
public events, the hopes, desires, and needs that have been the basis
of their response are now recognized by many American historians as
a legitimate and important area of historical concern.

In attempting to understand and write about the everyday life of
ordinary people, it has been necessary for historians to draw on the
theoretical and methodological approaches of the social sciences. Sev-
eral of the selections in this volume, in fact, have been written by
professional sociologists and anthropologists. Historians are only just
beginning to apply to recent American history the new historiographi-
cal approach so well represented in the Fourth Edition of Volume I of
The Private Side of American History, which treats America’s early growth.

This second volume is concerned not so much with a growing
America as with the attempts to build a national culture based on “‘tra-




2 Introduction

ditional American values” in the face of serious challenges by different
groups who have little desire to participate in such a value system at
the expense of their own culture and perceived past. The consensus
on the national culture so sought has proved to be extremely fragile
and ultimately incapable of being sustained. When history is viewed
from the perspective of the “movers and shakers” of the nation, as it
has been in the traditional textbooks, the consensus appears to have
been established. When the everyday life of the American people is
examined, however, the fragility of the consensus is clear. While the
people may appear quietly to acquiesce in the dominant culture of the
society, they go right on living their lives, often outside its
stated values.

In this volume we will examine the attempts to establish a cultural
consensus and will look at those who try to pattern their lives after its
perceived values. We will look more often, however, at those who live
by a different set of norms, those whose continued existence chal-
lenges the dominant culture and who, ultimately, refuse to abide by
the rules of what has been called “the American way of life.” The groups
dealt with in this volume fall, for the most part, into the category of
those left out of or briefly mentioned in, the traditional texts: women,
poor people, ethnic minorities, the young, and the old, among others.
But the focus here is not on the causes of their oppression or the con-
flicts in which they engage in their attempts to come to grips with the
dominant power in our society. We concentrate, rather, on the effects
of their oppression and the adaptations and adjustments they have made
in their attempts to live as fully as possible under often difficult circum-
stances. Throughout the nation’s history, the majority of the people in
the United States have lived outside the dominant culture; so we are,
in fact, exploring here the private lives of most Americans.

What we are concerned with, then, are the things that most Amer-
icans do most of the time—the day-to-day activities and experiences
that concern and shape the individual and, thus, are factors in shaping
American society.

The quality of individual life is determined largely by such basic
factors as work, education, family relationships, and stage in the life
cycle. By examining what work people do, how they feel about what
they do, what effect it has on them, and whether or not it does what
they expect it to—to provide them with a living—we can see the effect
employment, or lack of it, has on society as a whole. We need also to
understand the impact that the various sources of education in our
society—schools, mass media, advertising, family and peer group in-
teraction, and religious institutions, among others—have on the total
development of the individual. Because, traditionally, the family has
been one of the major forces shaping an individual’s life, we must look
at the family structure in the United States and see how changes in the



Introduction 3

structure affect the lives of all its members. We should also note the
impact of changes in the society on the various members of the family
in their relationships with each other.

Religion is another important part of American life. The religious
institutions have been a major force in the establishing of societal norms,
and religious ideas have often been influential in forming counter-norms
and in providing emotional support for those outside the mainstream
of American culture. Therefore, an understanding of the roles religion
has played in the cultural development of America is necessary to
our study.

Also important are those areas of concern that are even less di-
rectly governed by the individual. Included are such factors as the ef-
fect of drought; violence, war and its aftermath; governmental policy;
and social control. We can examine how the people of the United States
have dealt with these crucial and, in some cases, ultimate questions.
We will observe the impact of ecological disaster on critical segments
of the population. We will explore both personal and institutional vio-
lence. We will look at the contradictory influence governmental deci-
sions have on the lives of the young and on war veterans. We will also
examine the means society uses to shape the individual’s behavior to
the desired norm. Here we will consider how the dominant society
attempts to assimilate or govern the groups it considers deviant; the
actions ““deviant” groups take to maintain their distinctiveness—and
the price they pay for their efforts; and, of particular importance, the
way certain institutions such as schools and churches operate directly
or indirectly as agents of social control. The areas of concern con-
sidered here by no means exhaust the possible categories for the study
of everyday life, but they are at least suggestive of the kinds of expe-
riences that must be covered in exploring the private side of American
history.

In this volume, each section contains at least one selection that
delineates the norms or activities of one segment of the dominant cul-
ture. The other selections describe behavior or attitudes that deviate
from, or are in the process of altering, the traditional norms. The vol-
ume begins by describing the growing practice of abortion as a means
of family planning for the middle-class. The growth of an immigrant
population with a high birth rate prompted national policy makers to
view the abortion issue as threatening to their cultural hegemony. Other
topics in this section deal with the attempt of freed slaves to form a
community independent of the dominant white culture. Also covered
is the conquest of the open spaces and the Indian population of the
West and the justification of the questionable policies that resulted from
that process. Finally, this section follows the attempt of the traditional
elite to escape a changing society by withdrawing into restricted en-
claves where they need associate only with others of their own class.
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The first selection in part two describes the changing patterns of
leisure among the working class of Worcester, Massachuetts, and the
second deals with the activities of newsboys as the newspaper industry
changed its distribution system. Attacks on Mexican—Americans, both
native and foreign-born, in East Los Angeles during the First World
War are explored in the next selection, and the section concludes with
an analysis of the automobile industry by focusing on the impact of
Henry Ford and his ideologies.

The first essay in the third section shows how poor conservation
methods combined with adverse weather conditions led to the Dust
Bowl of the 1930s. Next, the state of public schooling during the
Depression is examined. The impact of the Second World War on the
employment patterns of female workers is evaluated in this third selec-
tion. One aspect of the racial situation in America is described in this
last selection by telling the story of the desegregation of major
league baseball.

The last section opens with a study of the counterculture of the
sixties that had such an impact on young Americans. Following this is
a study of the military during the Vietnam War. Both the lives of or-
dinary soldiers and the policies of the officer corps are examined. The
following subject looks at the growing influence, culturally and politi-
cally, of evangelical religion. This volume concludes with an explora-
tion of contemporary attitudes toward love and marriage, attitudes which
have an important impact on the values of family life.

This volume provides but a sampling of the enormous variety of
life-styles and life experiences of the groups and individuals who make
up what we call the American nation. The editor has attempted to ac-
quaint the student with the possibility of better understanding the his-
tory of the United States through a study of the many different ways
in which people have shaped their lives hoping that they might live
with as much of their essential humanity intact as possible. For many
this has been an extremely difficult task because of the structural dis-
orders in American society. Only if these disorders are seen for what
they are, however, and seriously challenged, will the private lives of
the American people improve in significant ways.



The Gilded Age

1865-1900




