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>ebastian Rotella’s passionate reporting on the street kids of San Diego led me to write ‘Balboa Park.’

His Twilight on the Line makes clear just what's at stake on our nation's southern frontier.”
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CHAPTER ONE

The View from Big Boy

n the movie Casablanca, everybody went to Rick’s
Café Américain.

In Tijuana, the Mexican border city that has taken on a
cinematic air of intrigue, everybody goes to Bob’s Big Boy
(El Big).

Cops, journalists, spies, lawyers, gangsters, entrepre-
neurs, political bosses, human rights activists, former, cur-
rent and future government officials—they all haunt the -
diner with the statue of the short fat guy in front. El Big
serves around-the-clock coffee, burgers, enchiladas, the
classic trans-border menu. But the hottest item is the con-
versation about news and politics, crime and conspiracy: a
web of whispers as labyrinthine and melodramatic as the
reality of the border itself.

Big Boy occupies a prime location on Agua Caliente
Boulevard, Tijuana’s main drag. Agua Caliente Boulevard
starts near the border in the old downtown, the fabled
Avenida Revolucién tourist district, and extends across this
city of about 1.5 million, the biggest Mexican metropolis on
the international line. The boulevard runs past the bullring,
past the Agua Caliente racetrack owned by Jorge Hank
Rhon, a flamboyant tycoon from one of Mexico’s wealthiest
poli'tical clans. His racetrack security guards assassinated
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