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PART ONE

1 Do you know the following famous buildings?

Directions: Here are pictures of some world famous buildings. Work in groups and talk about how

these buildings amaze the world. You may use the words listed below the pictures.




2 Learn about the history of architecture

Step 1

Directions: You are going to watch a video about the History of Architecture Read the following
words carefully, which will help you to understand the video.

Step 2

Directions: Watch the video and decide whether the following statements are true or false. Put

“T” for True on “F” for False in the following space provided.

__ 1. Shelters are the most important places for people.

2. Today, homes are built in many styles and materials and are usually designed by
artists and architects.

____3. Some of the greatest surviving examples of historical architecture are not monumental
buildings but rather ordinary houses.

___ 4. The system of architectural proportion and decoration developed in Greece inspired
later Roman building.

__ 5. Since Ancient times, special materials and organization of labour are needed for large
public buildings.

___ 6. Skyscrapers have become the dominant structures in the center of almost each city in
the world.

____7. The ground area surrounding buildings is often designed specially by landscape architects.

___ 8. Contemporary architects cannot stretch their imaginations freely in any direction.

L] 2



Unit 1  Architecture

Step 3

Directions: Watch the video again and fill in the blanks with the exact words you hear.
1. People have always needed special places to_____them from the weather, places for______
and eating, places for _ and safety.
2. The first shelters were caves, our homes built with available like tree branches,

animal skins or even

3. As cultures became more sophisticated, spaces were into different rooms, each one
having a
4. The of Egypt were tombs built for the pharaohs and housed the soul and its

belongings on a journey into the

5. The ancient Greeks built public arenas for art and temples, like the Parthenon in Athens

to and to provide a place of

6. In renaissance cathedrals, domes tended to__the spiresof

7. Churches, art galleries and performing arts halls provide the architect with a(n)  to
stretch L

8. Since the_ in modern’s towers, many traditional styles of design from

around the world have been brought together in the architecture of
3 A Special Architecture Exhibit

Directions: Listen to the following piece of news Some of World’s Most Famous Buildings, All in
One Museum and decide whether the following statements are true or false. Put “T”
for True or “F” for False in the space provided and fill in the blanks.

___ 1. The exhibit is called “LEGO Architecture: Towering Ambition”.

__ 2. Only in American Lego bricks are popular with children of all ages.

___ 3. Adam Reed Tucker was a professional architect for ten years.

____4. Adam Reed Tucker has recreated fifty of world’s most famous buildings using Lego
bricks.

__ 5. Adam Reed Tucker calls himself an “architectural artist”.

__ 6. The buildings in the exhibit include the World Trade Center in New York that was
rebuilt after the terrorist attacks.

__ 7. To many people, Lego bricks might seem like toys for kids, but to Adam Reed
Tucker they can inspire a person’s imagination.

__ 8. After walking through Tucker’s models, visitors can create their own works at the
building station.

___ 9. In this special exhibit Adam Reed Tucker expressed his hid feelings for the form of
the tower buildings.

_10. Most visitors think that the models Adam Reed Tucker made seem like a perfect

i

rendition of the actual buildings.
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PART TWO

Raadina Arntivitiac
Reading Activities

What Is Architecture?

Architecture is the art of building in which human requirements and construction materials
are related so as to furnish practical use as well as an aesthetic solution, thus differing from the
pure utility of engineering construction.

Architecture can be a structure, a residence, a bridge, a church and a group of buildings.

As an art, architecture is essentially abstract and nonrepresentational and involves the
manipulation of the relationships of spaces, volumes, planes, masses, and voids.

Some buildings are so beautiful or interesting that they become famous artworks.

Architects use shape, form, color and other art elements and principles to design buildings.
Architects design buildings with different styles. You can tell a lot by looking at the building’s
style!

Time is also an important factor in architecture, since a building is usually comprehended in
a succession of experiences rather than all at once. In most architecture there is no one vantage
point from which the whole structure can be understood. The use of light and shadow, as well as
surface decoration, can greatly enhance a structure.

The analysis of building types provides an insight into past cultures and eras. Behind each of
the greater styles lies not a casual trend nor a vogue, but a period of serious and urgent
experimentation directed toward answering the needs of a specific way of life. Climate, methods
of labor, available materials, and economy all impose their dictates. Each of the greater styles
has been aided by the discovery of new construction methods. Once developed, a method
survives tenaciously, giving way only when social changes or new building techniques have
reduced it. That evolutionary process is exemplified by the history of modern architecture, which
developed from the first uses of structural iron and steel in the mid—19th century.

Until the 20th century there were three great developments in architectural construction—the
post—and-lintel, or trabeated system; the arch system, either the cohesive type, employing
plastic materials hardening into a homogeneous mass, or the thrust type, in which the loads are
received and counterbalanced at definite points; and the modern steel-skeleton system.

In Egyptian architecture, to which some of the earliest extant structures to be called
architecture (erected by the Egyptians before 3000) belong, the post-and-lintel system was
employed exclusively and produced the earliest stone columnar buildings in history. The

architecture of Western Asia from the same era employed the same system; however, arched

]
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Unit 1 Architecture

construction was also known and used. The Chaldaeans and Assyrians, dependent upon clay as

their chief material, built vaulted roofs of damp mud bricks that adhered to form a solid shell.

B TR

The Romans and the early Christians also used the wooden
truss for roofing the wide spans of their basilica halls. Byzantine
architects experimented with new principles and developed the
pendentive, used brilliantly in the 6th century for the Church

of Hagia Sophia' in Constantinople.

The Romanesque Architecture’ of the early Middle Ages
was notable for strong simple massive forms and vaults executed in cut stone. In Lombard
Romanesque (11th century) the Byzantine concentration of vault thrusts was improved by the
device of ribs and piers to support them. In the 13th century Gothic Architecture’ emerged in
perfected form, as in the Amiens and Chartres Cathedrals.

The birth of Renaissance Architecture’ (15th century) inaugurated a period of several
hundred years in Western architecture during which the multiple and complex buildings of the
modern world began to emerge, while at the same time no new and compelling structural
conceptions appeared. The complex, highly decorated Baroque Style’ was the chief manifestation
of the 17th century architectural aesthetic. The Georgian Style® was among architecture’s notable
18th century expressions. The first half of the 19th century was given over to the classic revival
and the Gothic revival.

The architects of the later 19th century found themselves in a world being reshaped by
science, industry, and speed. A new eclecticism arose, such as the architecture based on the
Ecole des Beaux—Arts’, and what is commonly called Victorian Architecture® in Britain and the
United States. The needs of a new society pressed them, while steel, reinforced concrete, and
electricity were among the many new technical means at their disposal.

After more than a half-century of assimilation and experimentation, modern architecture,
often called the International style, produced an astonishing variety of daring and original
buildings, often steel substructures sheathed in glass. The Bauhaus' was a strong influence on
modern architecture. As the line between architecture and engineering became a shadow, 20th
century architecture often approached engineering. More recently, postmodern architecture,
which exploits and expands the technical innovations of modernism while often incorporating
stylistic elements from other architectural styles or periods, has become an international

movement.

(758 words)
=
Constantinople / konstzenti'noupl/ n. BT & (EHHEEHA, BUFR Istanbul )
Chaldaean /keel'dizon/ n. IEHJE A

e



i #TEAKIE

adj. MEERNH
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1. The Church of Hagia Sophia (literally “Holy Wisdom” ) in Constantinople, now Istanbul,
is the most beautiful Christian Church in the World from Byzantine Times. Today Hagia
Sophia is a museum, honoring both the Christian and Muslim religions.

2. Romanesque Architecture is an architectural style of Medieval Europe, characterized by
semi—circular arches, and evolving into the Gothic style, characterized by pointed arches,
beginning in the 12th century.

3. Gothic Architecture, originating in 12th century France and lasting into the 16th century,
is a style of architecture that flourished during the high and late medieval period. It
evolved from Romanesque architecture and was succeeded by Renaissance architecture.

4. Renaissance Architecture is the architecture of the period between the early 15th and early
17th centuries in different regions of Europe, demonstrating a conscious revival and
development of certain elements of ancient Greek and Roman thought and material culture.

5. Baroque style is a kind of Architecture style rich in ornament, evolved out of Renaissance
architecture in Italy in the 1600’s when the architects began to make curving facades and
used the double curve on many different buildings. Marble, gilt and bronze were the
materials the Baroque architects used in abundance. Oval was the most distinct shape of
the Baroque style and was a very common shape among the Baroque buildings.

6. Georgian style was named after the English Kings George I, II, & III whose ruling periods
were from 1714-1820. Building during this period closely adheres to English precedents,
which were made accessible through printed books on architecture. The Georgian style was
relatively homogeneous from Maine.

7. Ecole des Beaux—Arts refers to a number of influential art schools in France. The most
famous is the Ecole nationale supérieure des Beaux—Arts, now located on the left bank
in Paris, across the Seine from the Louvre, in the 6th arrondissement. The school has a
history spanning more than 350 years, training many of the great artists in Europe. Beaux
Arts style was modeled on classical “antiquities, ” preserving these idealized forms and
passing the style on to future generations.

8. Victorian Architecture is a style of architecture used in England during the reign of Queen
Victoria (1837-1901) ; characterized by massive construction and elaborate

ornamentation.
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9. Bauhaus is the famous German school of design that had inestimable influence on modemn
architecture, the industrial and graphic arts, and theater design. It was founded in 1919
by the architect Walter Gropius in Weimar as a merger of an art academy and an arts and
crafts school. The Bauhaus was based on the principles of the 19th century English designer
William Morris and the Arts and Crafts movement that art should meet the needs of society
and that no distinction should be made between fine arts and practical crafts.

® Reading Comprehension

1. Group Discussion

Directions: Work in small groups to answer the following questions.
1) What is architecture?
2) How do the architects design buildings?
3) What were the three great developments in architectural construction?

4) Do you think modern architecture tends to be internationalized? Why?

2. Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Put “T” for True or “F”
for False in the space provided. Read the following paragraph and then discuss the
following questions in small groups.

____1) Architecture can furnish practical use as well as an aesthetic solution,

____2) As an art, architecture involves skillful use of spaces, volumes, planes, masses,
and voids.

____3) Some buildings become famous artworks because of the influence of the architects.

____4) Architects design buildings by using shape, form, color and other art elements and
principles with same styles.

____5) A building is usually comprehended from beginning to completion.

____6) Each of the greater styles has been replaced by the discovery of new construction
methods.

____7) The post-and-lintel system was employed exclusively in Egyptian architecture.

___8) Byzantine architects used the pendentive brilliantly for the Church of Hagia Sophia
in Constantinople.

___9) Gothic architecture emerged in perfected form after the 13th century.

10) Postmodern architecture often incorporating stylistic elements from other

architectural styles or periods, has become an international movement.
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@® Vocabulary

1. Directions: Complete each of the following sentences with the suitable words or phrases from

the box. Change the form if necessary.

1) Right now, the only thing the company cares about is efficient waste and higher profits.

2) His speech gave us an into the problems of education

3) The expectations and pressures on athletes school to school and sport to sport.

4) The Romanesque architecture of the early Middle Ages was for strong simple
massive forms and vaults executed in cut stone.

5) Although isolated from British and American friends, he continued to have great _ on
young poets.

6) Once developed, a method survives tenaciously, only when social changes or new
building techniques have reduced it.

7) That evolutionary process is by the history of modern architecture,

8) A building is usually comprehended in experiences rather than all at once.

9) The use of light and shadow, as well as surface decoration, can greatly a structure.

10) The first half of the 19th century was to the classic revival and the Gothic revival.

11) Big building projects will lots of people who will spend their wages in the rest of

the economy.

12) I thought it right to the fullest explanations to our sister Government.

2. Directions: The following words can be used both as nouns and verbs or adjectives. Complete
each of the sentences with correct form of the word given.
1) experiment
a. That, together with the city’s wealth, makes it a good place to
b. Brian, Jenny and Danny are talking about their :

2) vogue
a. A new in caps seemed to have set in.
b. The street, how to get the skateboard less a boy a nimble figure!
3) design
a. Architects buﬂdings with different styles.
b. If this is the American , it seems doomed to fail.
4) abstract
a. As an art, architecture is essentially and nonrepresentational.
b. The idea is not to encourage “virtue” in the , just to divert more household

waste to recycling bins.

St



B IEMRIE

5) experience

a. All children will fun and excitement in learning and growing up.

b. A building is usually comprehended in a succession of rather than all at once.
6) load

a. The footman and two porters began to luggage onto the carriage.

b. Dragging the uphill was tough work for the horse.
7) shape

a. The architects of the 19th century found themselves in a world being by

science, industry, and speed.

b. Architects use , form, color and other art elements and principles to design
buildings.
8) roof
a. After six hours on the , the gunman surrendered to the police.
b. The Romans and the early Christians used the wooden truss for the wide spans
of their basilica halls.
9) influence
a. He now thinks this was baleful.
b. These considerations ought not to the legislation.

10) counterbalance
a. By this electric repulsion and attraction he was able to the influence of gravity.

b. His wife’s calm nature act as a to his excitability.
@ Translation

Directions: Translate the following paragraphs from English to Chinese.
1) Architecture is the art of building in which human requirements and construction
materials are related so as to furnish practical use as well as an aesthetic solution, thus

differing from the pure utility of engineering construction.

Architecture can be a structure, a residence, a bridge, a church and a group of buildings.

As an art, architecture is essentially abstract and nonrepresentational and involves the

manipulation of the relationships of spaces, volumes, planes, masses, and voids.




