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Preface

Over 30 years of teaching law on a variety of further and higher education courses from
GCSE to post-graduate level taught me much about the difficulties experienced by students
in grasping legal concepts. It can be particularly hard for students following an intensive
course of which law forms only one part. Hopefully, this text will meet their needs. | have
tried to make it accessible, without over-simplification of the subject matter.

I have aimed to express the law, as far as possible, in accessible terms for the lay person and
with a light touch, in the hope that it may not only instruct its readers, but also entertain
them a little as well and maybe encourage them to pursue further study of the law. It is a
subject that | love and would like to encourage others to love it at least a little.

Many thanks to all at Pearson who have helped me in the creation of this edition, especially
my publisher Zoe Botterill. | greatly value her continuing support and practical assistance.
Particular thanks also to editorial assistant Gabriella Playford for all her help.

Photo: Alix Adams

Last but definitely not least, many thanks to my partner Cherry Potts. As ever, her emotional
support and encouragement have been crucial to the editing process. She has also given me
lots of patient practical assistance and the technical support crucial to a somewhat Luddite
author, for whom some aspects of computer use remain a mystery.

Alix Adams
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PART 1

Introduction: Getting started







CHAPTER 1

Study skills

This chapter, which aims to help you to acquire the skills essential to the successful
study of law is divided into four sections:

1 starting to study;

2 good study habits;

3 writing law assignments;

4 revision and examination technique.




4 PART 1 INTRODUCTION: GETTING STARTED

Starting to study

el ra ot your misconct

Many of you will be studying law for the first time and as one component of a course.
You may be feeling nervous about it because it feels remote or difficult and even per-
haps boring. In practice (and particularly if you follow the advice in this chapter), you
will probably find law much more interesting than you thought when you began your
studies. Contrary to common belief, the study of law is not primarily concerned with
ancient, dry and precise regulations that you have to learn by heart. Most of your stud-
ies are involved with quite modern cases, that have come to court just because the law
was not precise and consequently gave rise to the dispute. This book looks at how the
law applies to real-life situations, which will help you to recall the legal principles on
which it is based. Effective communication of your understanding of those principles is
the main requirement for examination success.

Remembering all the cases by name and being able to quote extracts from statutes
word for word is icing on the cake - impressive, but not essential.

Law is relevant to you

Remember that the law responds and develops as required by the society within which it
operates. For example, until 1935 the driving test was not compulsory because road safety
had not assumed the importance it enjoys today. Then there was much less motorised
traffic moving more slowly than today and consequently many fewer accidents. The law
affects you personally every day of your life. For example, it determines your eligibility
for a student loan, your rights to treatment under the National Health Service and your
entitlements and responsibilities as a consumer, business owner, employer or employee.

Widen your horizons

Your studies will be more rewarding if you do not consider law as something to be
thought about only when you are in class or reading a relevant text. The effects of many
areas of the law are widely reported and discussed in the media. Such reports can help
you to see how the law works (or does not work), as well as reminding you of what
you have studied. Stay in touch with the news, try to look at a quality daily paper and
look out for relevant TV and radio programmes. Some suggestions for resources appear
in Appendix 1. The Internet is an excellent research tool. Try visiting the websites sug-
gested by the web activity references at the end of Chapters 3-23.

Make connections

The more you study, the easier it gets. Studying law is rather like doing a large jigsaw
without the help of a picture — progress is initially slow while the framework is estab-
lished, but patience is rewarded. Once the picture begins to reveal itself you can see more
easily how the different pieces fit together and then the task gets easier and quicker.

Try not to think of each topic as a separate entity to be ‘done’ and neatly filed away in
the memory. Exploit the links with other related topics; this aids both recollection and
understanding. Exam and assignment questions may involve a problem, raising issues
about a number of different topics; the ability to see connections is vital to an effective
response. To help you do this, frequent cross-references appear in the text. Pondering on
the questions in the ‘Worth thinking about?' boxes in each of the subsequent chapters and
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maybe discussing these with your classmates will help with the process.

Read and practise applying your knowledge

Somebody (not a lawyer) once told the author that law is a very ‘paper-based subject’.
This made it sound a bit like origami, but nevertheless did contain some truth. Reading
thoroughly and widely is essential; practising the written skills required by the exami-
nations is also crucial.

Hopefully you will find this book accessible, but if you are new to the study of law
it would take magical powers to understand it all fully at a first reading. Be prepared
to go back and re-read a section that you do not understand. The chapter summaries
may help you to grasp the main points of each chapter. Often it is best to try to get a
general picture on the first reading of a topic that you find hard, pressing on even if
you do not understand it. You will still get something from it, and on each subsequent
reading it will become clearer.

Get all the writing practice that you can. Homework provides safe space to make
mistakes; and it is much better to make them then rather than in the exam. Try the
quizzes and assignments in this book. Prepare written answers to tutorial questions
and be prepared to participate when attending them. This is much more valuable (and
more fun) than listening mutely to other people’s answers.

Good study habits

Create a structure for learning

Success in your studies depends more on being well organised than having a flair for
the subject. Settling yourself into a reasonably structured regime is very helpful but
isn't necessarily all that easy when you are starting something new, maybe away from
home for the first time and excited by all the attractions on offer in this new phase of
your life. Possibly all this newness is a bit daunting and you are feeling a bit anxious
or homesick. Either way, some structure will help.

Taking care of yourself

This is your first priority. Remember that your brain is part of your body! This very
obvious statement still needs reinforcement for many students who ignore their need
for proper food and sleep and relaxation. It is easy to let these apparently simple
requirements slip under the pressure of a new and taxing academic course, pursuit of
a social life, and the part-time job that most students will find necessary. Many of you,
particularly mature students, may have caring responsibilities that may have to take
priority.

However, try to eat a balanced diet and get a reasonable amount of sleep. Be
prepared to acknowledge that you may from time to time need some extra sup-
port. If you are ill, or having any other problems that hinder your studies, tell
your lecturers or personal tutor what is going on, as they are often able to help.
Counselling services may also be available at your university or college that can
be very helpful.



