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Preface

The photograph on the cover of this book appears to be a stereotypical image of the
subject matter of anthropology: women, dressed in what seems to the western eye to be
exotic clothing and engaged in a seemingly exotic occupation—backstrap weaving. In-
digenous Guatemalan women, the picture seems to say, live in a colorful, peaceful,
“traditional” world distant from the “modemn” world of the presumed observer of the
photograph. But images can be deceiving. In 1992, an indigenous Guatemalan woman,
Rigoberta Mencht, dressed in “traditional” Guatemalan clothing, stood before the King
of Sweden to receive the Nobel Peace Prize for her courageous dedication to defending
human rights in her violence-wracked country. Indigenous Guatemalan people, like so
many others, have been caught up in war, revolution, state-sponsored terrorism, massa-
cres, and great political, religious, and social movements. The women on the cover may
possibly have been unaffected by the decades of violence directed against indigenous
people in Guatemala, but they may also be, like so many others, survivors of the vio-
lence. They may have lost husbands, brothers, or sons—killed by the Guatemalan army
or by death squads. They, too, might have been involved in the struggle for autonomy,
waged within the context of a modern state and world system.

The cloth the women weave carries a range of potential meanings. It may be fabric
for themselves, their relatives, friends, or neighbors, but it may also be for the tourist
market in Panajachel or Guatemala City, or for businesses that will make jackets to sell
throughout Central America, the United States, Europe, and Japan. The weavers may be
relatives or friends, or perhaps unrelated women who have organized themselves into a
cooperative to market their cloth. To understand the photograph, we need to look
beyond them. The ambiguities evoked by the photograph on the cover, and the task of
looking beyond them, lie at the heart of our understanding of anthropology and at the
heart of this book.

APPROACH

Anthropology is no longer about the strange customs of exotic peoples (if it ever really
was). In this text, our goal is to explore the interplay of cultural creativity and material
constraint in the shaping of human nature, human society, and human history. Because
anthropology aims to integrate knowledge about human beings at the most inclusive
level, it faces the challenge of explaining how our species, a product of the material
forces of evolution like every other species, has nevertheless become utterly dependent
on systems of symbols for its continued material survival. We find the anthropologi-
cal explanation exciting and challenging, although much work is still to be done and
many controversies remain. We have tried to be as clear as possible about the gaps in
anthropological knowledge and to present fairly the different sides of various argu-
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ments without losing sight of the many areas about the human story on which
anthropologists currently agree.

Since anthropology became a recognized discipline in North America a century
ago, the field has diversified and many new specialties have developed. This special-
ization has led some contemporary anthropologists to question whether it makes
sense to continue to try to contain all subfields under a single umbrella discipline
called anthropology. We believe that it does make sense to do so, and for some of the
same reasons that originally led Franz Boas and his students to constitute anthropol-
ogy as a “four-field” discipline. In our day, as in Boas’s time, debates about human
diversity rage, often with violent consequences. One side claims that differences are
inborn while the other claims that they are learned. In this context, contemporary
anthropology needs to carry on the Boasian legacy. We need to remain knowledge-
able about human biology in order both to expose the way biology is used to
support a racist agenda and to familiarize the world with biological evidence that
undermines racism. This effort strengthens our claims for the importance of culture
in shaping human diversity, as do findings from anthropological linguistics and ar-
chaeology, which add weight to our assertions about the full and equal humanity of
all the peoples of the world.

Anthropology is the original interdisciplinary discipline and remains the only
university discipline that provides a perspective on the human condition that com-
bines insights from the natural sciences, the social sciences, and the humanities.
These considerations shaped our cultural anthropology textbook and provided the
impetus for our decision to expand that book into a general anthropology text.

ORGANIZATION AND CONTENT

There are two main sections of the text: Chapters 1-10 cover biological anthropology
and archaeology and Chapters 11-24 discuss cultural anthropology and linguistics.

Biological Anthropology and Archaeology

Although these chapters follow a more or less conventional outline of topics, there is
much here that is not found in other texts.

*  Evolution. In the two chapters that treat evolution, the first chapter covers general
topics in evolution and the second discusses microevolution and macroevolution. A
key question treated in Chapter 2 is how natural selection, operating on material
organisms, could have produced a human species that depends upon arbitrary
cultural symbols for its continued material survival. If this issue is not raised at the
outset, students are left with the view that cultural forms are determined, in some
unspecified way, by genes and/or by environment. Our discussion, based on the
work of Boyd and Richerson, suggests how and in what circumstances natural
selection for dependence upon culture would be favored, thus grounding the bio-
cultural approach taken in the rest of the book.
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Chapter 3 on microevolution and macroevolution discusses population gene-
tics and provides detailed discussions of variation in such human traits as body
shape and size, skin color, and intelligence. The discussion of macroevolution
contrasts phyletic gradualism with the theory of punctuated equilibrium, laying
the groundwork for discussions of hominid evolution in later chapters.
Primates. There are two chapters on primates, the first on the living primates (Chap-
ter 4) and the second on primate evolution (Chapter 6). In addition to standard
descriptive material about each major primate category, the first chapter includes
a discussion of the rationales behind traditional and cladistic taxonomy. We dis-
cuss several key issues in contemporary primate studies: sociobiology, socioecology,
aggression/affiliation, and intelligence studies (including language).

Studying the human past. Chapter 5 examines theory and method both in paleo-
anthropology and archaeology, noting how they overlap (for example, as regards
methods of dating) and where they diverge (for example, problems associated with
the interpretation of artifacts and relating them to the hominids/humans who may
have made them). This chapter includes material on recent developments in femi-
nist archaeology and archaeological collaboration with indigenous peoples.
Hominids. Chapters 7 and 8 cover hominids from the australopithecines to Homo
erectus and the evolution of Homo sapiens. The current debate about the origin of
anatomically modern Homo sapiens is discussed in some detail.

Prehistory. Two chapters examine issues in prehistory: Chapter 9 discusses domes-
tication and agriculture and Chapter 10 covers complex societies. The first chapter
presents recent reevaluations of the circumstances under which domestication of
plants and of animals may have occurred. The second chapter describes evidence
used to infer the appearance of complex societies in the archaeological record and
the classification of social forms used by archaeologists to interpret that record.

Cultural Anthropology and Linguistics

This section is based on our Cultural Anthropology: A Perspective on the Human
Condition text, now in its third edition. The presentation of cultural anthropology
derives from our perspective on the interplay of cultural creativity and material
constraint. We begin with three introductory chapters on the concept of culture;
ethnographic fieldwork; and history, anthropology, and the explanation of cultural
diversity (Chapters 11-13). This is followed by a set of chapters that focus on
human creativity (Chapters 14-17). Next come three chapters that deal with the
organization of human interdependence (Chapters 18—-20) where we look at the
ways kinship, marriage, family, and nonkin social forms offer tools for pursuing
individual interests even as people channel individual creativity into patterns of
group life. Chapters 21-23 focus on the most inclusive social patterns: modes of
power, modes of livelihood, and the pressures of the world system. The final chap-
ter examines anthropology in everyday life, not only in the applied sense, but also
in a more philosophical way.
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FEATURES AND LEARNING AIDS

e Material on gender and feminist anthropology is featured throughout the text. Dis-
cussions pertaining to gender are found in nearly every chapter, including the sec-
tions on biological anthropology and archaeology, which feature work by such
physical anthropologists as Linda Fedigan, Donna Haraway, and Barbara Smuts,
and such archaeologists as Janet Spector, Joan Gero, and Margaret Conkey. Discus-
sions of gender are tightly woven into the fabric of the chapters on cultural and
linguistic anthropology, and include (for example) material on supernumerary sexes
and genders, nonreproductive sexual practices, language and gender, dance and
gender politics, and women and colonialism. Extensive material on gender is found
in the chapters on Language; Cognition; Play, Art, Myth, and Ritual; Kinship; Mar-
riage and the Family; Social Organization and Power; Making a Living; and The
World System.

e We take an explicitly world-system approach in the text. We systematically point
out the extent to which the current sociocultural situation of particular peoples has
been shaped by their particular histories of contact with the world system and their
degrees of incorporation in it. Cultures cannot be studied out of the broader context
that shapes people’s lives. (In the chapters on biological anthropology, we draw
students’ attention to the degree to which broader concerns have shaped discus-
sions in such areas as sociobiology, evolutionary theory, and race.)

e New voices, including those of indigenous peoples, anthropologists, and non-
anthropologists, are presented in the text in commentaries called “In Their Own
Words.” These short commentaries provide alternative perspectives—always readable
and sometimes controversial—on topics featured in the chapter in which they occur.

e Carried over from earlier editions of the cultural textbook, the newly renamed
EthnoProfiles provide a consistent, brief information summary for each society dis-
cussed at length in the text. They emerged from our sense as teachers that students
could not be expected to know readily the locations of different societies, nor how
many people might be involved. Each EthnoProfile includes data on the location of
the society, the nation it is in, the population, the environment, the livelihood of the
people, their political organization, and a source for further information. It also
contains a map of the area in which the society is found. EthnoProfiles are not
intended to be a substitute for reading ethnographies or for in-class lectures, but
they provide a consistent orientation for the reader.

e Additional learning aids include key terms that are boldfaced in the text and de-
fined in a running glossary at the bottom of the page. Each chapter ends with a list
of the key terms in the order they appear in the text, a numbered chapter summary,
and annotated suggested readings. We would particularly draw your attention to
the maps that open each chapter, which include the locations of all major sites and
societies discussed in the chapter.

e We have tried to indicate where the ideas of anthropology come from and have tried
to avoid being omniscient narrators for three major reasons. First, students need to
know about the heteroglossic nature of academic disciplines. Anthropology is con-
structed by the work of many, and no one should attempt to impose a single voice
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on our field. Second, we cannot expect students to take academic honesty seriously
if their textbook authors do not cite sources. Third, we want students to see where
anthropologists’ conclusions come from. We have avoided, as much as we could,
predigested statements that students must take on faith. We try to give them the
information that they need to reach conclusions.

e A Study Guide, written with Margaret Rauch, director of the Academic Learning
Center at St. Cloud State University, is unusual in that it is filled with hints and
suggestions on improving study skills, strategies for studying this text, organizing
information, writing essay exams, taking multiple-choice exams, and much more.
Any student, even the best prepared, will find the information and strategies in the
Study Guide valuable. Each chapter also contains a review of key terms, sample
multiple-choice exams, and an innovative “Arguing Anthropology” section with
questions for students to argue with their friends.

e An Instructor’s Manudl offers test-bank questions, chapter outlines, key terms, sug-
gestions for class discussions, and film suggestions. The test-bank questions are also
available to qualified adopters in a computerized class management system that
provides all test items on computer disk for IBM-compatible and Macintosh
computers. Instructors can select, add, or edit questions, randomize the question
order for each exam and the answer order for each question, and print tests that
meet the needs of their classes. The system also includes a gradebook module that
enables the instructor to keep detailed performance records for individual students
and for the entire class; maintain student averages; graph each student’s progress;
and set the desired grade distribution and curve, maximum score, and weight for
each test. The system has extensive reporting options for tests, individual students,
and entire classes.

We take students seriously. In our experience, although students may complain,
they are also pleased when a course or a textbook gives them some credit for having
minds and being willing to use them. We have worked very hard to make this book
readable and to present anthropology in all of its diversity, as a vibrant, lively disci-
pline full of excitement, contention, and intellectual value. We do not run away
from the meat of the discipline with the excuse that it’s too hard for students. Our
collective teaching experience has ranged from highly selective liberal arts colleges
to multi-purpose state universities, to semi-rural community colleges. We have
found students at all of these institutions who are willing to be challenged and make
an effort when it is clear to them that anthropology has something to offer. It is our
hope that this book will be a useful tool in challenging students and convincing
them of the value of anthropology as a way of thinking about, and dealing with, the
world in which they live.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Our thanks to Clark Baxter who provided the spark for this book. We would like to
thank Jan Beatty, our editor at Mayfield, for bringing that spark to life. We appreciate
her eagerness to publish both this book and the cultural anthropology book, and we



xn

PREFACE

value her support and advice. It has been a great pleasure to work with her and the
superb production team at Mayfield, especially Lynn Rabin Bauer, production editor
extraordinaire. We would also like to acknowledge the contributions of manuscript
editor Andrea McCarrick, photo editor Melissa Kreischer, art editors Robin Mouat
and Jean Mailander, permissions editor Pamela Trainer, editorial assistant Joanne
Martin, and marketing manager Karen Murphy.

We continue to be impressed by the level of involvement of most of the re-
viewers of this manuscript. It is clear that reviewers understand how important they
are to the authors of textbooks and recognize that authors may have more than time
invested in their work. We have found that even when we didn't follow reviewers’
suggestions their work caused us to think and rethink the issues they raised. We
would like therefore to recognize Katherine Dettwyler, Texas A & M University;
David E Draper, Delgado College; H. Edwin Jackson, University of Southern Missis-
sippi; David A. Kideckel, Central Connecticut State University; Cynthia Mahmood,
University of Maine; Ester G. Maring, Southern Illinois University; James Mielke,
University of Kansas; Peer H. Moore-Jensen, Wichita State University; Patricia Rice,
West Virginia University; Susan M. Riches, Fort Lewis College; Marea Teski, Stock-
ton State University (N.]J.); John R. White, Youngstown State University; and Nancy
Marie White, University of South Florida.

Paul Jameson, our teacher at Indiana University, read several of the biological
anthropology chapters at a very early, pre-review stage, and his comments were of
signal importance in getting us off to a good start. We owe a special and profound
debt to Ivan Karp, who has been our most important source of intellectual stimula-
tion and support throughout this project.

We have found that textbook writing is a particularly solitary occupation, and
that means that for our children, Daniel and Rachel, both Mom and Dad have had to
spend an awful lot of time reading, taking notes, writing, revising, and attending to a
seemingly unending stream of details. For a host of reasons, it is for our children
that we undertook this project. When they finally come to read the result, we hope
that they will understand why we spent so much time on it, and be pleased.



W N

O 0 N O U b

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22
23
24

Contents in Brief

The Anthropological Perspective 1
Evolution 31

Microevolution and Macroevolution: Human Evolution in the Short
and Long Term 63

The Primates 95

Studying the Human Past 135

Primate Evolution 169

Hominid Evolution 189

The Evolution of Homo Sapiens 227
After the Ice Age: Sedentism, Domestication, and Agriculture 262
The Evolution of Complex Societies 294
Culture and the Human Condition 325
Ethnographic Fieldwork 343

History, Anthropology, and the Explanation of Cultural Diversity 377
Language 407

Cognition 441

Play, Art, Myth, and Ritual 479
Worldview 517

Kinship 553

Marriage and the Family 591

Beyond Kinship 631

Social Organization and Power 663
Making a Living 701

The World System 735

Anthropology in Everyday Life 769



Contents

Preface vii

THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE 1

What Is Anthropology? 3
The Concept of Culture 4
The Cross-Disciplinary Discipline 6
Physical Anthropology (Biological Anthropology) 7
Cultural Anthropology 9
Anthropological Linguistics 11
Archaeology 13
Applied Anthropology 13
Anthropology, Science, and Storytelling 15
Some Key Scientific Concepts 18
Assumptions 18
Evidence 19
Hypotheses 21
Testability 21
Theories 23
Objectivity 24
Uses of Anthropology 25
Key Terms 26
Chapter Summary 26
Suggested Readings 28

EVOLUTION 31

Evolutionary Theory 32

Material Evidence for Evolution 32

Pre-Darwinian Views of the Natural World 34
Essentialism 34
The Great Chain of Being 35
Natural Theology: Catastrophism and Uniformitarianism 37
Transformational Evolution 39

The Theory of Natural Selection 41

Unlocking the Secrets of Heredity 44

XV



CONTENTS

Mendel 45

“There Is No ‘Race Memory’ in Biology, Only in Books” 54
Genotype, Phenotype, and the Norm of Reaction 56
What Does Evolution Mean? 58
Key Terms 59
Chapter Summary 59
Suggested Readings 61

MICROEVOLUTION AND MACROEVOLUTION:
HUMAN EVOLUTION IN THE SHORT AND LONG TERM

Microevolution 64
The Modern Evolutionary Synthesis and Its Legacy 64
The Four Evolutionary Forces 67
Microevolution and Patterns of Human Variation 69
Human Variation 71
Sociobiology 77
The Importance of Phenotypes 82
The Evolution of Culture 82
Group Selection 85
Macroevolution 86
The Future of Human Evolution 90
Key Terms 91
Chapter Summary 92
Suggested Readings 93

THE PRIMATES 95

Evolutionary Trends in Primates 97
Approaches to Primate Taxonomy 99
Phenetics 101
Cladistics 102
The Living Primates 104

Prosimians 105
Anthropoids 108
Topics in Primate Research 120

Socioecology 120
Aggression and Affiliation 124
Intelligence 127
Flexibility as the Hallmark of Primate Adaptations 129
Key Terms 130
Chapter Summary 130
Suggested Readings 133

63



CONTENTS

STUDYING THE HUMAN PAST 135

Interpreting the Prehistoric Record 136
Dating Methods 136
Relative Dating Methods 137
Chronometric Dating Methods 142
Reconstructing Prehistoric Climates 149
Archaeology 151
Survey Archaeology 154
Archaeological Excavation 156
Contemporary Trends 160
Feminist Archaeology 160
Collaborative Approaches to Studying the Past 163
Key Terms 164
Chapter Summary 165
Suggested Readings 166

PRIMATE EVOLUTION 169

Primate Evolution: The First Fifty-Five Million Years 171
Primates of the Paleocene: New Questions 173
Primates of the Eocene: The First Prosimians 174
Primates of the Oligocene: The First Anthropoids 175
Primates of the Miocene: The Ancestors of Modern Monkeys
and Apes 180
Relations between Late Miocene Hominoids and Early Hominids 185
Key Terms 186
Chapter Summary 186
Suggested Readings 187

HOMINID EVOLUTION 189

The Early Australopithecines (4—3 mya) 192
The Origin of Bipedalism 192
Changes in Hominid Dentition 198
The Later Australopithecines (3—2.5 mya) 201
How Many Species of Later Australopithecines Were There? 204
Australopithecines: Clade or Grade? 206
Expansion of the Australopithecine Brain 206
Early Homo Species (2-1.6 mya) 208
Earliest Evidence of Culture: Stone Tools of the Oldowan Tradition 210
Explaining the Human Transition 212
Models from Primatology 214



CONTENTS

Models from Ethnography 215
Homo Erectus (1.8-1.7 mya to .5—.4 mya) 216
Morphological Traits of Homo Erectus 217
The Culture of Homo Erectus 218
Homo Erectus the Forager? 220
The Evolutionary Fate of Homo Erectus 222
Key Terms 223
Chapter Summary 223
Suggested Readings 225

THE EVOLUTION OF HOMO SAPIENS 227

Archaic Homo Sapiens 228
The Neandertals (130,000-35,000 years ago) 235
Did Neandertals Speak? 237
Neandertal Culture 239
Did Neandertals Hunt? 241
Anatomically Modern Human Beings (200,000 years ago
to Present) 242
Middle Stone Age Culture in Africa 245
The Upper Paleolithic/Late Stone Age (40,000? to 12,000 years ago) 246
The Fate of the Neandertals 248
Upper Paleolithic/Late Stone Age Culture 251
Spread of Modern Homo Sapiens in Late Pleistocene Times 253
Eastern Asia and Siberia 254
The Americas 254
Australia 256
Two Million Years of Human Evolution 257
Key Terms 258
Chapter Summary 258
Suggested Readings 261

AFTER THE ICE AGE: SEDENTISM, DOMESTICATION,
AND AGRICULTURE 263

Plant Domestication 264

Animal Domestication 267

The Motor of Domestication 270
Population Arguments 271
Climate Arguments 271
Famine Arguments 272
The Broad Spectrum Foraging Argument 272
The Marginal Zone Argument 272



10

11

CONTENTS

Conflict Arguments 273
Multiple Strand Theories 273
Domestication in Practice 274
Natufian Sedentism 276
Natufian Social Organization 247
Natufian Subsistence 278
Natufians, Climate, and Cultivation 279
The First Domesticated Plants 279
Domestication Elsewhere in the World 282
The Consequences of Domestication and Sedentism 283
“Our Land” 283
Fertility, Sedentism, and Diet 283
The Decline in the Quality of the Diet 285
Increase in Insecurity 286
Environmental Degradation 288
Increase in Labor 289
Why Agriculture? 289
Reliability of the Food Supply 289
Opportunity for Social Complexity 289
Key Terms 290
Chapter Summary 290
Suggested Readings 292

THE EVOLUTION OF COMPLEX SOCIETIES 294

Archaeological Evidence for Social Complexity 298
Categories of Social Organization 301
A Note about Pottery and Writing 303
Pottery 303
Writing 305
How Can Anthropologists Explain the Rise of Complex Societies? 307
Mesopotamian Civilization 310
Andean Civilization 316
Key Terms 321
Chapter Summary 321
Suggested Readings 323

CULTURE AND THE HUMAN CONDITION 325

The Human Condition and Culture 328
Holism 330
Cultural Differences 332

Ethnocentrism 334

xix



