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BPrefuce

Welcome to the Second Edition of Yookoso! An Invitation to Contemporary
Japanese. This is Book 1 in a complete package of instructional materials for
beginning and intermediate Japanese. When the first edition of Yookoso! was
published five years ago, the response was so overwhelming that we knew we
had something special. The program struck a chord with instructors around the
world who were looking for a text that matched what they were doing in the
classroom. Yookoso! was the first Japanese series to integrate the teaching of all
four language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing) and to promote
interaction in the classroom.

The Yookoso! approach has been used by thousands of beginning and
intermediate Japanese students. Yookoso! integrates grammar in a more useful
and flexible way to accommodate various approaches to language teaching and
different learning styles. In our experience, students’ proficiency in Japanese
develops better and faster when grammar is used as a tool for developing
language proficiency rather than as the focal point of learning.

Changes in the Second Edition

In responding to feedback about the first edition of Yookoso!, our goal has been
to make suggested changes that will enhance instruction, while at the same time
retaining the key features that were praised by reviewers and that set Yookoso!
apart from other beginning and intermediate-level Japanese programs. The visual
Guided Tour Through Yookoso! explains all major features, some of which are
new.

Enhancements to the Second Edition of Book 1 include the following:

m  The text has been streamlined by reducing slightly the amount of content
with no loss in the number of vocabulary and grammar topics and activities.

m  The presentation of vocabulary and grammar has been reorganized so that
related vocabulary and grammar are grouped together in sections. Each
chapter now has three such Vocabulary and Grammar sections.

m  Certain oral activities now appear after the grammar explanations to which
they are related. Students and instructors will find grammar-related oral
activities in a logical sequence.

m  Hurigana now appears on new kanji for a total of three chapters.

Some grammar points have been revised to provide more clarity.

m  Some oral and written activities have been either revised or replaced in order

to make them more accessible to students.

Many cultural notes have been updated.

A list of functional objectives appears at the beginning of every chapter. A
similar checklist appears at the end of each chapter so students can check
their progress.
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Chapter vocabulary lists and kanji lists have been moved to the end of each
chapter and now follow the Language Skills section of Reading and Writing,
Language Functions and Situations, and Listening Comprehension.

The first edition’s review chapters, which appeared only twice in the book,
have been replaced by a two-page review section following each chapter.
The font size for Japanese characters has been increased for easier readability.
The exercise answer key formerly in the Appendices has been moved to the
Instructor’s Manual.

Exciting new ancillaries have been added to the program. They include new
CD-ROMs and a Web Site (see “Program Components,” below, for a
description of all the ancillaries).

Objectives of the Yookoso! Program

To teach the listening skills needed to understand basic everyday
conversations

To teach the oral skills needed to express oneself in a variety of everyday
situations in Japanese

To teach skimming, scanning, and intensive reading skills

To teach basic writing skills, including descriptions and some functional
writing tasks, such as letter writing

To provide grammar explanations that help students acquire functional skills
more readily

To provide sociocultural information useful to beginning and intermediate-
level Japanese language students

Methodology

Yookoso! was developed based on the results of recent research into second
language acquisition and language pedagogy. All activities and exercises have
been designed so that students develop proficiency in Japanese rather than

sim

Xiv

ply acquiring grammatical knowledge.

The main purpose of Yookoso! is to teach students how to use Japanese in
real-life situations for different communicative purposes. Since activities
involving interaction promote communicative abilities, Yookoso! includes a
variety of activities that serve as a starting point for communicative interaction
in the classroom.

Current research has shown that the role of explicit grammar instruction in
language learning is less important than previously believed. The study of
grammar is neither a sufficient nor a necessary condition for learning to
communicate, and it is best learned through self-study outside of class. For
this reason, grammar is presented in simple terms and via charts whenever
possible. Easily understood explanations and abundant examples make it
possible for students to study grammar on their own. Thus, instructors can
devote precious class time to more meaningful communicative, interactive
activities.



m The Yookoso! approach to orthography expects students to master the
reading and writing of hiragana and katakana while working with the
chapter called Getting Started. All texts in Getting Started are romanized to
provide students who are still in the process of learning hiragana and
katakana with an aid for preparing and reviewing class activities outside the
classroom. Students should learn the reading and writing of hiragana and
katakana as soon as possible and avoid using romanization, which has been
known to retard the learning of hiragana and katakana and to promote poor
pronunciation. We recommend that instructors avoid the use of romanization
in the classroom and in tests as much as possible. In the textbook, romaniza-
tion is limited to Getting Started. Throughout the text, hurigana accompany
a kanji in the chapter in which it is first presented and in the following two
chapters. The materials in the grammar exercises also follow this principle,
but students need not use kanji that have not yet been presented for active
learning, and they may write these words in hiragana.

m In each chapter, all activities are related to the main theme, and students can
practice listening, speaking, reading, and writing about this theme in an
integrated way.

m Topics and content in the textbook have been selected for their relevance to
the life and interests of college students. Topically based organization
presents meaningful contexts for language learning and raises students’
motivation for learning the language.

m  For successful language acquisition, learners must be exposed to meaningful
input. Activities throughout the text are designed to encourage instructors
and students to engage in meaningful interactions.

m The acquisition of vocabulary is of great importance for achieving proficiency,
especially at the early stage of language learning. For this reason, a relatively
large number of vocabulary items is presented throughout the text.

m Language acquisition takes place when learners attempt to comprehend a
conveyed message. Also, students must be able to comprehend before they
can produce language of their own. Priority is given to the development of
comprehension abilities over production abilities. In order to facilitate stu-
dents’ language acquisition, the activities are carefully sequenced from com-
prehension activities to simple production activities to creative, personalized
production activities. Since Total Physical Response (TPR) is a proven and
effective technique in helping beginning-level language students develop
their comprehension abilities, it is used to introduce new vocabulary and
expressions in Geiting Started.

m  Reintroduction of vocabulary, grammar, and language functions at regular
intervals facilitates the development of students’ proficiency. The cyclical
organization of this textbook helps students review materials consistently and
repeatedly.

m  Group work encourages interaction and communication. For this reason,
Yookoso! includes a variety of pair work, small-group work, and interviews,
during which students can practice using Japanese in a stress-free,
non-threatening atmosphere.



Organization of the
Textbook

Getting Started

Yookoso!: An Invitation to Contemporary
Japanese, Second Edition, begins with a

s " preliminary chapter called Getting Started. The
’ five parts of this chapter are a functional intro-
duction to the Japanese language. In them, stu-
dents learn to express themselves in a variety
of situations without formally studying gram-
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CHAPTERS 1-7

The opening page of each chapter lists the functional
goals of the chapter and contains a photo related to
the theme of the chapter. This can be used as a start-

ing point for oral activities or class discussion. e
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1. Vocabulary and Oral Activities is
intended for vocabulary building
and oral communication practice
in the classroom. Activities in this
section are designed so that stu-
dents can build up their knowledge
of vocabulary and practice using it
in natural communicative situations
in an integrated fashion.
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Grammar and Practice Activities
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2. Grammar and Practice
Activities includes concise
explanations of grammar
with examples and short
exercises. This section is
closely linked to other
parts of the text, includ-
ing the Vocabulary and
Oral Activities section.

BT o,
v —

The sequencing of Vocabulary and
Oral Activities directly before related Grammar and
Practice Activities makes it possible to use Yookoso!
in linear fashion.

The Language Skills part of each chapter includes
instruction and practice with reading, writing, speak-
ing, and listening.

A two-page Review follows each chapter. Each
review includes oral and written activities that com-
bine, recycle, and review vocabulary, grammar, and
language functions presented in the preceding
chapter.




CULTURE
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Realia, photos, and line drawings may serve as a
starting point for oral and written activities, and
all are intended to expose students to real culture.

A cast of characters appears throughout the text. The main John Lida  Heather hiko
5 . . Kawamura  Brown  Gibson Kol
characters are foreign students who are studying Japanese lan-

guage and culture at the University of Tokyo. These people
reappear in dialogues, grammar examples, reading materials, and
listening comprehension activities. The characters are meant to
illustrate the social relationships in Japanese culture that deter-
mine speech style and the use of honorifics. They also help stu-
dents better understand the contexts in which the conversations
take place.




LANGUAGE SKILLS

The series of activities in Vocabulary and Grammar begins with contextualized
mechanical drills and proceeds through meaningful, communicative exercises to
creative, free-answer sequences. This enables students to begin with the basics
and move gradually on to more thoughtful communication as they gain skill and
confidence with the vocabulary and grammar being learned.

Many language notes present brief information on grammar that is helpful for
conducting oral activities or understanding reading materials. Study hints provide
advice about how to acquire language skills: how to learn vocabulary, kanji, verb
conjugations, and so forth.

The Reading and Writing section contains two sets of reading materials and
writing tasks.

e Reading selections are based on authentic materials such as magazine articles,
personal messages, and advertisements. They are preceded by activities that
facilitate students’ comprehension and help develop good reading strategies.
Post-reading activities are mostly comprehension-oriented; in some cases,
students apply their reading skills to related materials.

e Writing exercises are extensions of the preceding reading activities. Students
write a response to the content of the reading selection, write a similar passage
on their own, or write about their own lives and ideas by using the chapter
vocabulary and grammatical structures.

In the Language Functions and Situations section, students learn how to express
themselves in specific real-life situations. They study dialogues that illustrate
functional language and situations related to chapter themes, then practice
interacting in role plays that engage them in real communication in meaningful
contexts.

In the Listening Comprehension section, students practice comprehending the
general content of conversations or narratives related to chapter themes. They
receive training in listening for meaning and perform tasks based on what they
have heard. The section is the basis for a variety of interactive oral activities in
class. A cassette with the listening comprehension selections is part of the Audio
Program; a transcript of the selections appears in the Instructor’s Manual.
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Program Components

Available to adopters and to students:

Main text. (See “Organization of the Textbook,” below.)
Workbook/Laboratory Manual to accompany Yookoso!: An Invitation to
Contemporary Japanese. The Workbook/Laboratory Manual is intended
to (1) help students review the grammar, vocabulary, and language functions
presented in the main text and (2) practice writing hiragana, katakana, and
kanji. There are three sections for each of the seven main chapters.

1. Listening Comprebension Activities (coordinated with the Audio
Program). The activities in this section develop listening comprehension
through dialogues, interviews, and narratives. Pronunciation exercises are
also included.

2. Kanji practice and Exercises. This section consists of a list of newly
introduced kanji, including the pronunciations, meanings, examples of
use, and stroke order, followed by exercises. This section also includes
some interesting and useful notes about kanji and the writing systems of
Japanese (for example, the radicals, the principles of stroke order).

3. Writing Activities. This section provides additional vocabulary and
grammar practice through a variety of activities, from controlled,
mechanical exercises to creative, free-response activities. Several activities
in this section are realia-based, and many of them can also be used for
speaking practice.

m  Audio Program to accompany Yookoso!: An Invitation to Contemporary
Japanese. The Audio Program for the textbook contains recordings of all of
the dialogues from the main text as well as vocabulary lists and passages for
extensive and intensive listening practice.

m  Audio Program to accompany the Workbook/Laboratory Manual.
Corresponding to the laboratory portion of the Workbook/Laboratory
Manual, this Audio Program contains the listening passages for every
laboratory exercise. Students receive abundant practice in listening for the
gist and for details in a wide variety of aural activities that utilize the
vocabulary and grammar of the chapter.

m  CD-ROM. A new CD-ROM, developed for each level of the Yookoso!
program, provides students with a wealth of additional dialogues, vocabulary
and grammar practice, cultural readings and video clips.

m  Web site. This new web site, developed exclusively for Yookoso!, allows
students to explore topics related to the chapter themes by jumping from
http://www.mhhe.com/japanese into selected Japanese web sites as well
as to do on-line activities that practice the vocabulary and structures of each
chapter.



Available to adopters only:

m Instructor’s Manual/ Testing Program/Tapescript. Revised for Yookoso!:
An Invitation to Contemporary Japanese, Second Edition, this practical
guide includes a general introduction to the communicative approach to
language teaching and learning, general guidelines for using the textbook, a
sample lesson plan and syllabus, sample semester and quarter schedules,
suggestions for using and expanding the text materials, additional exercises,
models for vocabulary introduction and expansion, other teaching hints and

techniques, sample tests and quizzes, listening comprehension materials, and
scripts for the Listening Comprehension section of each chapter. A transcript

of the listening comprehension activities from the Audio Program for the
Workbook/Laboratory Manual is also included.

m Video to accompany Yookoso! This 30-minute video includes some of the
situations and dialogues presented in the textbook and others related to
chapter topics. The majority of segments were filmed in Japan and include a
variety of interactions in natural settings.
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Dear Student,

Yookoso means welcome in Japanese, and | am delighted to welcome you to this program for learning
contemporary Japanese. You'll be able to listen with understanding, speak, read, and write Japanese by
the time you finish the program if you take to heart the hints below.

®  Your classroom is probably the only place you have to interact with other people in Japanese. Your
instructor is your major resource and your classmates are your other contacts. Attend class
regularly and make an effort to interact as much as possible with all of them.

m  Keep up with daily assignments. They are essential if you are to be able to participate and learn in
class.

m  Use all of the supplementary materials that accompany the text. Use the Workbook/Laboratory
Manual to review vocabulary and grammar in listening, speaking, reading, and writing, and to practice
Kanji. Use the Audiotape, Videotape, and CD for listening and speaking practice and to develop a
stronger cultural knowledge. Regularly check the Yookoso! home page (http://www.mhhe.com/-
japaneselyookoso.html) for study hints, additional activities, and cultural information.

m  Don’t force yourself to memorize all the vocabulary words at the start. Learn and use vocabulary
necessary to express yourself first. Then, since the acquisition of vocabulary is of great importance
for achieving proficiency at the early stage of language learning, learn as much as you can of the other
vocabulary as well, to broaden your ability to express ideas.

m  Before starting each chapter, review the learning objectives found on the opening page. At the end of
each chapter, use the checklist on the last page to check your progress.

m  Familiarize yourself with the organization of the text.

The Characters: You will meet a cast of characters who will appear throughout the text. Some of
them are students at the university and others are their neighbors and families.

Yocabulary and Grammar: Every chapter has three sections that start by introducing and practicing
new vocabulary and then present grammar explanations and activities that use the grammar in meaningful
context with previously-presented vocabulary.

Language Skills: Once you have learned the grammar and vocabulary of the chapter, you can practice
them as you strengthen your abilities with the four language skills. In Reading and Writing, you will learn to
read for content, guess contextually, and understand the gist of what you read. Then you'll build on what
you have read as you write. Language Functions and Situations help you develop your ability to cope with
many daily contexts and situations through speaking. The activities in Listening Comprehension help you
develop listening abilities for everyday contexts.

Yocabulary and Kanji: At the end of each chapter is a list of vocabulary and Kanji (Chinese
characters). Use this list as a reference for review, reading, and writing activities.
Review Activities: These activities offer a final review of the chapter’s vocabulary and grammar.

m Keep studying little by little every day, don't wait until just before a test. Language learning takes
time and is a gradual process. If you work at it day by day, you will become a proficient user of
Japanese.

Now, let’s get started.
Yasu-Hiko Tohsaku
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