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Preface

This book started life as Lecture Notes on Criminal Litigation and Sentencing, based on lectures
given to students on the Bar Vocational Course (now known as the Bar Professional Training Course)
at the Inns of Court School of Law (now part of The City Law School, at City University London).
The book grew in size with each successive edition. This edition has gone through a rigorous exercise
programme and is now rather slimmer as a result. I hope that the more succinct approach which
I have adopted for this edition will make the book as user-friendly as possible — for practitioners
(barristers, solicitors and legal executives), for pupil barristers and trainee solicitors, and for
students pursuing the academic study of criminal procedure as part of an LLB or LLM programme.
Indeed, I hope that this book will be of interest to anyone who is interested in how our system of
criminal justice operates.

I owe a special debt of gratitude to my wife Jane, without whose help, encouragement and
support (and patience) the various editions of this book, including this one, would never have seen
the light of day.

I have endeavoured to state the law as at December 2013. Criminal justice is a fast-moving
area, with a seemingly endless flow of statutes and case law. To keep readers up-to-date, there is
a companion website at www routledge.com/cw/hungerford-welch where updating material (and
other material of use to those interested in the criminal justice system) will be placed regularly.

Peter Hungerford-Welch
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