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IU|r] lﬂl: WI The American Way: Marriage

The American Way. Marriage

“I do.” To Americans those two words carry great meaning. They can even
change your life. Especially if you say them at your own wedding. Making wedding
vows (Z2)) is like signing a contract. Now Americans don’t really think marriage is a
business deal. But marriage is serious business.

It all begins with engagement. Traditionally, a young man asks the father of his
sweetheart for permission to marry her. If the father agrees, the man later proposes
to her. Often he tries to surprise her by “popping the question” in a romantic way.
Sometimes the couple just decides together that the time is right to get married. The
man usually gives his fiancée a diamond ring as a symbol of their engagement. They
may be engaged for weeks, months or even years. As the big day approaches, bridal
showers and bachelor’s parties provide many useful gifts. Today many couples also
receive counseling during engagement. This prepares them for the challenges of
married life.

At last it’s time for the wedding. Although most weddings follow long-held
traditions, there’s still room for American individualism. For example, the usual
place for a wedding is in a church. But some people get married outdoors in a scenic
spot. A few even have the ceremony while sky-diving or riding on horseback! The
couple may invite hundreds of people or just a few close friends. They choose their
own style of colors, decorations and music during the ceremony. But some things
rarely change. The bride usually wears a beautiful. long white wedding dress. She
traditionally wears *“ something old, something new, something borrowed and
something blue”. The groom wears a formal suit or tuxedo (JCEEMiFLAK). Several
close friends participate in the ceremony as attendants, including the best man and the
maid of honor.

As the ceremony begins. the groom and his attendants stand with the minister.

facing the audience. Music signals the entrance of the bride’s attendants, followed by
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the beautiful bride. Nervously, the young couple repeats their vows. Traditionally,
they promise to love each other “for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in
sickness and in health”. But sometimes the couple has composed their own vows.
They give each other a gold ring to symbolize their marriage commitment. Finally the
minister announces the big moment: “I now pronounce you man and wife. You may
kiss your bride!”

At the wedding reception, the bride and groom greet their guests. Then they cut
the wedding cake and feed each other a bite. Guests mingle ({7 ) while enjoying
cake, punch and other treats. Later the bride throws her bouquet (#£3) of flowers to
a group of single girls. Tradition says that the one who catches the bouquet will be the
next to marry. During the reception, playful friends “decorate” the couple’s car with
tissue paper, tin cans and a “Just Married” sign. When the reception is over, the
newlyweds run to their “decorated” car and speed off. Many couples take a
honeymoon, a one-to-two-week vacation trip, to celebrate their new marriage.

Almost every culture has rituals to signal a change in one’s life. Marriage is one
of the most basic life changes for people of all cultures. So it’s no surprise to find
many traditions about getting married... even in America. Yet each couple follows
the traditions in a way that is uniquely their own.

Language Points

1. engage v.
@ MG T
Politicians should not engage in business affairs that might affect their political
judgment.
BOAR R ANLIZZS 5L AT 22 57w HB0E H0 W 4 sl 3555 .
@ ITHE
Jack and Anne are engaged.
ML YETTIE T .
* engagement n. i 5 . IFZY
Their engagement was announced in the papers.
AT USRI B T .
2. permit v. F7F, 0]
I'll come after the meeting if time permits.
ARt ) AT 3 L R IFSE 2 ok .
You are not permitted to smoke here.

BEAEAVFIAR .



3. propose v.

. romantic adj. JREK

:
i

. symbol n. f¥%5, fri&, R1E

* permission n. [7&, V0], fiF
I resent having to get his permission for everything I do.

Foif KA AR AT B AT

@ i, i
I wish to propose a toast to our friendship.
FARBOH AT A THE .
He proposed that a change should be made.
i WU — S MO

@ kA
Did he propose to you?
b K A 1 g2

She has romantic notions about becoming a famous actress.
m‘t‘ﬂﬁﬁz]ﬁ ’ ‘E\ﬁ‘%ﬁ‘_’%%ﬁﬁ%z iﬁﬁ o
It is said that Frenchmen are among the most romantic people in the world.

Pt AR A iR B R — .

The chemical symbol for copper is “Cu”.
W5 42 Cu,
The dove is the symbol of peace.
BT R FF I RAE .
* symbolize v. 21F, FidSZEM
The poet has symbolized his lover with a flower.

AR NFAESAE M 2N

. bachelor n.

@ HEN
You have the alternative of marrying or remaining a bachelor.
PRAT LAt o] DA il B, AR .

@ ¥+
I have a bachelor degree.

WA AL

. individual

adj. HH)
A teacher can’t give individual attention to each pupil if his class is large.

WRHE ER AR S I A GRS T BT T .

She has her own individual way of walking.

oA H CIRAFAE B
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n. AL MK
She is acting as a private individual in this matter.
A x> [l b BACR M NS
* individualism n. ~ A F ¥
Their individualism finds expression in pleasure-seeking.

A TR A T2 SCR B 2 SR AL

. ceremony 1. BEL, 1. FLIY

They hold a mystic religious ceremony.
bl 12847 17— M a2 2.
The queen was crowned with proper ceremony.
L ELMEGAZEAT T imgg4L.
decorate v. ZE/fi, &
We decorated the house for Christmas.
FA e R i R
We often decorate doors and windows with paper cuts.
FeA 128 R By AR e i ) %
* decoration n. %E4f, 245
She put some decorations on the Christmas tree.

A SE AR | T — e

10. participate v. Zj[l. /3%

11.

I don’t want to participate in the English party.
HAES KB,
Everyone in the class is expected to participate in the discussion.
A B PR = S mitie.
attend v.
@ Zim
[ shall be attending the meeting.
Hazmail.
Danger attended everything he did.
L AT A0 B — 1 AR A TR
@ MR
He was so ill that two nurses attended on him.
s A5 IR AE E A7 4 B A
They attended to our affairs during our absence.
FATAAERS M 2R BR A FR AT A S5 15
* attendant n. fg5 61
If you need anything, just ring for the attendant.

WRAEEA T 2 i F R IR 55 52
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13.

14.

15.

The president gave the Prince and his attendants a farewell banquet.

MG EF ARG 28T T e .
compose v. 1. SE. 1Ei
He was composing at the piano at the age of seven.
i 7 % ot stz A S AR .
Water is composed of hydrogen and oxygen.
K E AR
commit v.
@ L ERE) s T RHES)
The poet attempted to commit suicide in his study.
IR~ N A EAEAR A 5 57 A
I committed an error in handling the business.
A BLX — P 55 IAE T — iR
@ A X5 AR RUE
He would not commit himself in any way.
A A AT A AR
She committed herself to philanthropy.
RN o |
* commitment n. 7Kif; ZE#k
His political commitment is only skin-deep.
LA b AR R A i S0
reception n. F£7F, fifFs, Wil
A reception was held in honor of the new director.
AT 2R WG E1E
The book met with a favorable reception.
A2 B EF
tissue 7.
O & PR HHA
Human tissue is made up of cells.
INNiOE RS ] 0k ia)s A
The tissues have been destroyed and a scar has formed.
T 620 A1 52 B BR , FE i — BTN .
@ WAL, 4L
She gave us a box of tissues.
b i 25 A 1 — &4k
The Christmas presents were wrapped (up) in tissue paper.

EUEALY A HTARE K T,
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16. ritual n. (¥, $a%)
Today that ritual is just a fond memory.
4K IBFMERE A B 2T .
Wives make a ritual of their household duties.

KEE AR KA — A AR R 55 .




Section A

Directions: In this section, there is a passage with ten blanks. You are required to
select one word for each blank from a list of choices given in a word bank following
the passage. Read the passage through carefully before making your choices. Each
choice in the bank is identified by a letter. You may not use any of the words in the
bank more than once .

A typical candidate for a prenuptial agreement (H§ fij t/p i) is a man who has
accumulated considerable wealth, has already been stung (#}l%#) once, and wants to

1 his exposure to future problems. They want to 2 their own
arrangements, rather than let a 3 decide.
Protecting children from a previous marriage is a strong 4 for prenuptial

contracts. Someone may have an estate of $ 1 billion and he may not want a second

5 to get a payment of half a billion. He many want more for his children.
The 6 to shield ({3 T3, {# /") assets to be passed on to children and
grandchildren is making prenuptial agreements more 7 among retired people
in their 60s and 70s who are 8 after a spouse has died.

Another situation that 9 for prenuptial agreements occurs when a
potential spouse has, or is in line for (CEI¥45 %), great inherited wealth or a family

10 . especially if the future partner has little or nothing at all.

A) reason [) remarrying
B) business J) reduce

C) effort K) spouse

D) member L) asks

E) common M) make

F) get N) calls

G) lack O) result

H) court

171
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Section B

Directions: In this section , you are going to read a passage with ten statements attached
to it. Each statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs. Identify
the paragraph from which the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph
more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a letter. Answer the questions by

marking the corresponding letter.

A Painful Decision

A) Betty Schimmel’s family had fled Czechoslovakia in 1938 just ahead of Hitler’s
invasion of Budapest, where she met Richie Kovacs. As the two children became
teenagers, their friendship turned to love. Even after the Nazis stormed into
Hungary in the spring of 1944, the young couple held on to ({#§F) their dreams of
a future together. “We planned our wedding,” Betty said. “We always said we
would have the reception at the Hotel Royal in Budapest where, before the Nazis
came, Richie used to play drums in a dance band.” Then, in the late fall of 1944,
the Nazis rounded up Betty, her mother. sister and brother, and herded (§{f-+«-:-
HEAE— ) them along with 5, 000 other Hungarian Jews into a muddy brick
factory. They sat there for days in the cold and the rain, many of them dying or
going mad, before they were forced to march across Hungary in the snow of
winter.

B) After six brutal weeks the survivors of the march—500 out of the original 5,000—
found themselves in Mauthausen, a concentration camp high on a hill overlooking
a quaint CAyHER) Austrian town. The camp smelled of death and suffering. For
the first couple of months Betty was delirious (#175 & il) » struggling to survive the
typhoid fever ({;%€) that was damaging her weakened body. The Americans saved
her when they liberated the camp in May of 1945.

C) For the next year, as she was transferred from camp to camp, she looked for him.
The only thing she found was a list that said he was dead. Her mother, who
worried for her future, encouraged Betty to go out and meet other people.
Eventually a young man that her mother admired and respected. Otto Schimmel,
fell in love with Betty. But Betty rebuffed him several times. Otto, who had lost
his entire family at Auschwitz, loved her and wanted her anyway. Finally, she
agreed to marry him, although she still loved Richie, and told Otto so. In his
devotion, Otto promised to let her go if Richie ever appeared.

181l



D) They came to America, where Otto worked first as a busboy, and then as a
waiter. He found menial jobs manufacturing leather goods, the trade he had

| learned in Hungary, gradually improving his skills and his English. Betty bore him
three children, two boys and a girl. As Otto rose in his profession, eventually
running a factory, the family moved to Pennsylvania and then Arizona. Betty

found herself in her dream house, with what should have been her dream husband

and family. But Otto’s responsibilities often took him on the road. and Betty was
' still carrying the emotional losses of the war years. She had a nervous breakdown.
' “Because still I wasn’t happy,” Betty said., “ I felt that I had left my heart behind
in Europe.”

E) Time went by and in 1975, Betty’s mother was longing to see Hungary again. She
asked Betty to take her and they began to make plans. But then tragically her
mother died. Mourning her loss, Betty decided to carry out her mother’s wish and

go.

F) The first week in Budapest she could barely bring herself to leave her hotel; the
memories were so strong. Friends persuaded her to go out to dinner and by chance
took her to the Hotel Royal — the very place where she and Richie had once
planned to marry. Toward the end of dinner, she happened to glance across the
room. “I knew from the back of his head, it was Richie. I walked up to him and
touched his arm. I think we know each other,” I said. He turned around, and
when he saw me he jumped up and embraced me. tears streaming down his face.
When he hugged me, it was as if time stood still. “But it was my last night in
Budapest. It was his first night there. He had become a scientist and was speaking
at a conference, which he could not leave, in a matter of hours, we had to catch
up on our past and decide our future.”

G) Richie told her his story. He’d been captured by the Nazis and sent to a forced
labor camp in Hungary. When he was liberated, he began searching for her across
Europe in Germany, Austria, and France. Eventually, he and his mother
immigrated to Canada. where he continued to search for her. In fact. he had
found her. Years before, Richie told her, he had traced her to New York and
come to her apartment. She and Otto had just had their first child. It was Otto
who met him at the door. Otto, who had once promised to step aside, turned him
away and had never told her.

1921
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H) Now Richie — living in the United States and married with three children of his

own — begged Betty to leave her family and stay with him. It was raining that
night in Budapest, as Betty walked with Richie. “I looked up into his beautiful
blue eyes, and I saw reflected there our boat trips on the Danube and all the love
we’d shared. I told Richie I would give him my answer the next morning, at our
favorite meeting spot. ”

I) And then Betty called Otto and confronted him with his deception. “He cried and

)

begged my forgiveness,” She said, “I was so hurt and angry. I hung up on him.”
“But I also heard my mother’s voice reminding me of the importance of family.
And I saw Otto working 18 hours a day, out of love for us.” Pacing in her hotel
room, Betty finally made her choice, “I left Richie a note that was good-bye. I
cried all the way to Paris.” “In Paris, Otto was waiting for me. He looked so lost
and awful. I told him I was coming home with him, and for the first time, [
allowed myself to love him for himself.”

“ After celebrating 54 years of marriage and enjoying all our children and
grandchildren, I know I made the right decision. I had once a young love that
lasted from the age of nine to the age of fifteen, and that was my love for Richie.

Then I was fortunate enough to have a mature love, and that was my love for
Otto.”

. Richie Kovacs became a scientist.
. Betty went back to Hungary, as her mother had wished to do that.
. Betty and Otto celebrated 54 years of marriage.

. Betty suffered a nervous breakdown despite having a dream home and three

children.

. In the concentration camp in Austria Betty suffered terribly but eventually pulled

through.

. Richie begged Betty to start a new life with him.

. Betty and her family were forced by Nazi to leave their home in the bitter cold

winter.

110l —



8. Richie traced Betty to her New York home, but was turned away by Otto.

9. Although Betty felt hurt by Otto, she finally chose to return to Otto and their
family.

10. In America, Otto took various jobs to support the family, and eventually ran a
company.

Section C

Directions: There are 2 passages in this section. Each passage is followed by some
questions or unfinished statements. For each of them there are four choices marked
A), B), C) and D). You should decide on the best choice.

Passage One

I remember the way the light touched her hair. She turned her head, and our eyes
met, a momentary awareness in that noisy fifth grade classroom. I felt as though I'd
been struck a blow under the heart. Thus began my first love affair. Her name was
Rachel, and I mooned my way through the grade and high school, stricken at the
mere sight of her, tongue-tied in her presence. Does anyone, anymore, stay in the
shadows of evening, drawn by the pale light of a window like some unlucky summer
insect? That excited swooning (% f#|), asexual (JCP: /) but urgent and obsessive,
that made me awkward and my voice crack, is like some impossible dream now. I
would catch sight of her, walking down an aisle of trees to or from school, and I'd
become paralyzed.

She always seemed calm and self-possessed. At home, I'd relive each encounter,
distressing at the thought of my inadequacies. We eventually got acquainted and
socialized as we entered our adolescence (F# ), she knew I had a case on her, and
I sensed her affectionate tolerance for me. “Going steady” implied a maturity we still
lacked. Her conventional Jewish upbringing and my Catholic hesitancy imposed a
nervous grace that made even kissing a distant prospect, however strongly desired. |
managed to hold her once at a dance. Our embrace made her giggle. a sound so
trusting that I hated myself for what I'd been thinking. At any rate, my love for
Rachel remained unrewarded. We graduated from high school, she went on to
college, and I joined the Army.

When World War |[[ covered us, I was sent overseas. For a time we
corresponded, and her letters were the highlight of those grinding endless years. Once
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