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Looking around a city, the sheer quantity of signs is truly astounding. Some signs are steeped in tradition, others have a feeling of history, while others reflect the

trends of the day. All of these signs, existing in the same area but originating in different eras, blend together in a pastiche that becomes one of the visual
backgrounds of today's modern city.

Each sign has been infused with its own, individual sense of purpose. The shape, design, logo, and type of illustration will vary from sign to sign, asdictated by that
purpose, but it is apparent that signs have become an inevitable part of today's city life. Depending on the message that the sign is sending out, people will react

with varying amounts of interest; the information will influence their choices and decisions, making signs an integral part of the city's daily business.

Looking at signs from countries all over the world, one can see that they invariably reflect the characteristics and peculiarities of the local population. This without a

doubt indicates a close relationship between signs, an important component of the life of a city, and the people of that city, whose lifestyles have developed

according to their history and the environment in which they live. We hope that this book is successful in its attempt to convey this type of local color as well.

Most signs will change depending on the era, the culture, and current trends, and can be looked upon as mirrors in which these factors are revealed. Signs can
certainly be thought of as the "road markers of a city." Not just to its present, but to its past as well.
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ED¥RE  type of business
ED&ET  name of shop
XBi5A  location

EDZBFTARBESHDIE UnknownEEEBL TWET,

"Unknown" identifies those businesses whose names could not be ascertained.
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1. 45V 7PHE Italian CUCINA DI ITALIA / Tokyo Japan
page 10. 9. EY Pizza PIZZERIA D' ORO / Tokyo Japan

LZ ;52 Restaurant PUGLIA / New York USA 3. FUDvEE Greek AEGEAN / New York USA
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1. EY Pizza PIZZA EXPRESS / London UK
2. 45 FPHE Italian MANGIA TANTO / Tokyo Japan

3. LA 35> Restaurant PASTA S|/ Paris France
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L X b5 &/5— Restaurant & Bar BISTRO LES AMIS / New York USA




