NATIONALISM AND
ETHNIC CONFLICT IN NEPAL

|dentities and Mobilization after 1990

Edited by Mahendra Lawoti and Susan Hangen



Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict
in Nepal

Identities and Mobilization after 1990

Edited by
Mahendra Lawoti and Susan Hangen

E Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDON AND NEW YORK



First published 2013
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada
by Routledge
711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group, an informa business
© 2013 Mahendra Lawoti and Susan Hangen

The right of the editor to be identified as the author of the editorial
material, and of the authors for their individual chapters, has been asserted
in accordance with sections 77 and 78 of the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced or
utilised in any form or by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publishers.

Trademark notice: Product or corporate names may be trademarks or
registered trademarks, and are used only for identification and explanation
without intent to infringe.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data

Nationalism and ethnic conflict : identities and mobilization after 1990 /
edited by Mahendra Lawoti and Susan Hangen.

p. cm. — (Routledge contemporary South Asia series ; 58)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

1. Nepal-Politics and government-1990- 2. Minorities—Political activity—
Nepal. 3. Indigenous peoples—Nepal-Politics and government. 4. Nepal-
Ethnic relations—Political aspects. 5. Group identity—Nepal. 6. Nationalism—
Nepal. I. Lawoti, Mahendra, 1965- II. Hangen, Susan.

JQ628.A38M55 2012

305.80095496—dc23

2011047206

ISBN: 978-0-415-78097-1 (hbk)
ISBN: 978-0-203-11826-9 (ebk)

Typeset in Times New Roman
by Taylor & Francis Books

MIX
Paper from

FSC TSpONAEE Sollose Printed and bound in Great Britain by

wadsy FSCH COD4B30 CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CRO 4YY




Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict in Nepal

Identity movements, based on ethnicity, caste, language, religion and regional
identity, have become increasingly significant in Nepal, reshaping debates on
the definition of the nation, nationalism and the structure of the state. This
book analyzes the rapid rise in ethnic and nationalist mobilization and con-
flict since 1990, the dynamics and trajectories of these movements, and their
consequences for Nepal.

From an interdisciplinary perspective, the book looks at the roots of
mobilization and conflicts, the reasons for the increase in mobilization and
violent activities, and the political and social effects of the movements. It
provides a historical context for these movements and investigates how
identities intersect with forms of political and economic inequality. Nepal’s
various identity groups — Dalits, indigenous nationalities, Madhesis and
Muslims — have mobilized to different extents. By examining these diverse
movements within the same time period and within a unitary state, the book
illuminates which factors are more salient for the earlier and extensive
mobilization of identity groups.

Bringing together empirical contributions on key issues in identity production
in a comparative perspective, the book presents an interesting contribution to
South Asian studies as well as studies of nationalism and identity more
broadly.

Mahendra Lawoti is Professor of Political Science at Western Michigan
University, Associate Fellow at Asia Society, USA and a columnist at The
Kathmandu Post. His research interests are democratization and ethnic politics
in Nepal and South Asia, and he has published widely in these areas.

Susan Hangen is Associate Professor of Anthropology and International
Studies at Ramapo College, USA. Her current research investigates transnational
politics in the Nepali diaspora.
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