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Preface

As writers and human beings, each of us requires more than a sentence,
paragraph, or essay “blueprint” to engage with writing—at any level. Writing
must be meaningful and audience aware; to remain engaged, the audience
immediately must be able to connect with what they are reading. What is
important is doing the act of writing as you explore various aspects of writing.

Writers come from a variety of writing and speaking backgrounds, and any
book on writing, to be effective, must address these backgrounds. Today’s typ-
ical community college student population, for instance, contains many ESL
and limited English proficiency (LEP) students. In addition, many college stu-
dents are now familiar with visual media like television and computer and
video games. These and other students are more used to seeing and talking
than reading and writing. In addition, students come from a variety of cultural
backgrounds in which writing takes varying levels of importance, from essen-
tial to nonexistent. Finally, many students have attention deficit disorder
(ADD) or learning disabilities (such as dyslexia). This variety of backgrounds
and learning styles demands a flexible approach to writing that understands
how wonderfully “messy” the writing process is. A primary goal of this book
is to honor multiple writer backgrounds and learning styles.

GOALS AND THEMES

This book’s primary goal is to approach writing by honoring writers’ widely
varied backgrounds and learning styles. Writing Cornerstones incorporates stu-
dent writing experiences and the various writing contexts encountered in col-
lege—aiming to help students gain flexibility in writing situations.

A second goal is to help students surmount fear-based and other barriers
to writing, encouraging them to approach college writing with increased com-
fort and confidence. To encourage this a large part of each chapter is comprised
of real-world and academic writing applications from which students and
teachers can draw.

CONTENT OVERVIEW

Chapter One, “Writing Backgrounds and Styles: Knowing Yourself,” intro-
duces students to themselves as writers by having them explore their own

XV
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backgrounds to become conscious of their individual writing patterns and the
influences on their attitudes toward writing.

Chapter Two, “What Makes an Effective Paragraph?” breaks through
myths about paragraphs and immediately models paragraphs that work well
and explains why they do. In this chapter, students are encouraged not only
to begin writing paragraphs but also to begin thinking critically about what
makes a paragraph effective or ineffective.

Chapter Three, “Audience and Context: Your Reader(s) and Other Influ-
ences on Your Writing,” establishes the importance of knowing why you are
writing and whom you’re writing to. Readers establish the tone, purpose, and
content of any piece of public writing, and knowing who they are allows a
writer to make appropriate choices in these areas. In addition, this chapter
introduces writers to the other surrounding influences on them and their writ-
ing: culture, value systems, time, place, and language.

Chapter Four, “Reading and Writing Are Connected,” discusses the important
idea that reading and writing influence each other heavily and cannot be separated.

Chapter Five, “Invention: Strategies for Getting Started,” gets writers
working with a wide variety of prewriting strategies that address many learn-
ing styles: writer-based, kinesthetic (movement-based), oral, visual, and aural.

Chapter Six, “Making Meaning,” introduces writers to concepts of unity
and organization in the paragraph. It provides activities that immediately apply
structure to ideas.

Chapter Seven, “Revision and Content Development: Getting from the First
Draft to the Final Draft,” distinguishes between length and thoroughness, help-
ing writers learn how to expand on ideas rather than simply repeat them. It estab-
lishes the importance of meaningful content at a paragraph level. It also presents
revision as a lively, thoughtful process that is separate from proofreading.

Chapter Eight, “Working on Your Paragraphs,” provides information and
activities for working in and out of the classroom to improve your writing:
showing each writer how others write, helping writers form writing and work-
shopping groups, and suggesting activities writers can do with their own and
their peers’ writing.

Chapter Nine, “Proofreading: The Final Step,” sets out the basics of gram-
mar and punctuation so that writers can improve their writing at the sentence
level after revising content and organization. This chapter encourages writers
to make connections between the mechanics of writing and the meaning
behind these mechanics.

Chapter Ten, “Format: Professional Presentation,” introduces writers to
basic MLA and APA formatting and documentation styles.

CHAPTER ORGANIZATION

All chapters are divided into two major sections: “What’s the Point?” and
“Applications.” The chapters and the activities within them may be used in any
order desired by both students and instructors.
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The down-to-earth nature of the question “What'’s the Point?” is designed
to parallel the very valid questions that students have about writing and its
usefulness. “Applications” sections not only help writers immediately apply
what has been discussed in the preceding pages but also prepares them to write
in a variety of contexts in and out of an academic setting.

UNIQUE FEATURES OF WRITING CORNERSTONES
® An ESL Table of Contents
B Writing activities for multiple learning styles

® Spaces within the text for writing, which allow writers to use this text as
a workbook

® Incorporation of outside writing resources, both print and web based

® An appendix on technical writing basics

® Sclf-reflection activities to help writers identify their strengths for writing
B Separate chapters and emphases on revision, proofreading, and formatting

® Introduction to the basics of MLA and APA formats to familiarize writers
with these two common documentation styles

® Writing activities that help writers to apply grammar basics in their own
writing immediately

SUPPLEMENTS
The Teaching and Learning Package

A complete instructor’s manual to accompany Writing Cornerstones: Paragraphs
in Context is available (ISBN 0-321-07867-5). Prepared by the author, it features
chapter descriptions and sample answers to applications, as well as sample syl-
labi, handouts, and lesson plans. These documents offer both new and experi-
enced instructors clear plans for applying the textbook in the classroom. They
also provide ready-to-use materials for instructors with limited preparation time.

A separate test bank is available, featuring quizzes for each chapter in the
textbook. Ask your Longman sales rep for ISBN 0-321-07868-3.

Be sure to visit Writing Cornerstones online at http://www.ablongman.
com/dupont. The web site features areas accessible to and aimed at two different
audiences: instructors and students. It offers an overview of the textbook’s layout
and content; a .pdf version of the instructor’s manual; and printable versions of
handouts, lesson plans, and sample syllabi. In addition, it offers links for both
instructors and students to relevant web sites for each chapter, a continuously
expanding bibliography of relevant books and articles, a section on teaching tips,
a glossary, and writing activities/exercises and reviews.
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For Additional Reading and Reference

The Dictionary Deal Two dictionaries can be shrinkwrapped with Writing Cor-
nerstones at a nominal fee. The New American Webster Handy College Dictionary is
a paperback reference text with more than 100,000 entries. Merriam Webster's
Collegiate Dictionary, tenth edition, is a hardback reference with a citation file
of more than 14.5 million examples of English words drawn from actual use.
For more information on how to shrinkwrap a dictionary with your text,
please contact your Longman sales representative.

Penguin Quality Paperback Titles A series of Penguin paperbacks is available at a
significant discount when shrinkwrapped with this text. Some titles available
are Toni Morrison’s Beloved, Julia Alvarez’s How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents,
Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, Harriet
Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom's Cabin, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr."s Why We Can’t
Wait, and plays by Shakespeare, Miller, and Albee. For a complete list of titles
or more information, please contact your Longman sales consultant.

100 Things to Write About  This 100-page book contains 100 individual assign-
ments for writing on a variety of topics and in a wide range of formats, from
expressive to analytical. Ask your Longman sales representative for a sample
copy. 0-673-98239-4

Newsweek Alliance  Instructors may choose to shrinkwrap a 12-week subscrip-
tion to Newsweek with any Longman text. The price of the subscription is 57
cents per issue (a total of $6.84 for the subscription). Available with the sub-
scription is a free “Interactive Guide to Newsweek”—a workbook for students
who are using the text. In addition, Newsweek provides a wide variety of
instructor supplements free to teachers, including maps, Skill Builders, and
weekly quizzes. For more information on the Newsweek program, please con-
tact your Longman sales representative.

Electronic and Online Offerings

[NEW] The Longman Writer's Warehouse  This innovative and exciting online sup-
plement is the perfect accompaniment to any developmental writing course.
Created by developmental English instructors specially for developing writ-
ers, The Writer’s Warehouse covers every part of the writing process. Also
included are journaling capabilities, multimedia activities, diagnostic tests,
an interactive handbook, and a complete instructor’s manual. The Writer’s
Warehouse requires no space on your school’s server; rather, students com-
plete and store their work on the Longman server, and are able to access it,
revise it, and continue working at any time. For more details about how to
shrinkwrap a free subscription to The Writer's Warehouse with this text,
please contact your Longman sales representative. For a free guided tour of
the site, visit http://longmanwriterswarehouse.com.
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The Writer's ToolKit Plus This CD-ROM offers a wealth of tutorial, exercise,
and reference material for writers. It is compatible with either a PC or Mac-
intosh platform and is flexible enough to be used either occasionally for
practice or regularly in class lab sessions. For information on how to bun-
dle this CD-ROM FREE with your text, please contact your Longman sales
representative.

The Longman English Pages Web Site  Both students and instructors can visit our
free content-rich Web site for additional reading selections and writing exer-
cises. From the Longman English pages, visitors can conduct a simulated Web
search, learn how to write a resume and cover letter, or try their hand at poetry
writing. Stop by and visit us at http://www.ablongman.com/englishpages.

The Longman Electronic Newsletter Twice a month during the spring and fall,
instructors who have subscribed receive a free copy of the Longman Devel-
opmental English Newsletter in their e-mailbox. Written by experienced
classroom instructors, the newsletter offers teaching tips, classroom activi-
ties, book reviews, and more. To subscribe, visit the Longman Develop-
mental English Website at http://www.ablongman.com/basicskills, or send an
e-mail to BasicSkills@ablongman.com.

For Instructors

[NEW] Electronic Test Bank for Writing  This electronic test bank features more than
5,000 questions in all areas of writing, from grammar to paragraphing, through
essay writing, research, and documentation. With this easy-to-use CD-ROM,
instructors simply choose questions from the electronic test bank, then print
out the completed test for distribution. CD-ROM: 0-321-08117-X Print ver-
sion: 0-321-08486-1

Competency Profile Test Bank, Second Edition  This series of 60 objective tests covers
ten general areas of English competency, including fragments; comma splices
and run-ons; pronouns; commas; and capitalization. Bach test is available in
remedial, standard, and advanced versions. Available as reproducible sheets or
in computerized versions. Free to instructors. Paper version: 0-321-02224-6.
Computerized IBM: 0-321-02633-0. Computerized Mac: 0-321-02632-2.

Diagnostic and Editing Tests and Exercises, Fifth Edition  This collection of diagnostic tests
helps instructors access students’ competence in Standard Written English for
the purpose of placement or to gauge progress. Available as reproducible sheets
or in computerized versions, and free to instructors. Paper: 0-321-11730-1. CD-
ROM: 0-321-11732-8.

ESL Worksheets, Third Edition These reproducible worksheets provide ESL stu-
dents with extra practice in areas they find the most troublesome. A diagnos-
tic test and post-test are provided, along with answer keys and suggested topics
for writing. Free to adopters. 0-321-07765-2
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Longman Editing Exercises  Fifty-four pages of paragraph editing exercises give
students extra practice using grammar skills in the context of longer passages.
Free when packaged with any Longman title. 0-205-31792-8.

80 Practices A collection of reproducible, ten-item exercises that provide addi-
tional practices for specific grammatical usage problems, such as comma
splices, capitalization, and pronouns. Includes an answer key, and free to
adopters. 0-673-53422-7

CLAST Test Package, Fourth Edition These two 40-item objective tests evaluate stu-
dents” readiness for the CLAST exams. Strategies for teaching CLAST pre-
paredness are included. Free with any Longman English title. Reproducible
sheets: 0-321-01950-4 Computerized IBM version: 0-321-01982-2 Comput-
erized Mac version: 0-321-01983-0

TASP Test Package, Third Edition These 12 practice pre-tests and post-tests assess
the same reading and writing skills covered in the TASP examination. Free
with any Longman English title. Reproducible sheets: 0-321-01959-8 Com-
puterized IBM version: 0-321-01985-7 Computerized Mac version: 0-321-
01984-9

Teaching Online: Internet Research, Conversation, and Composition, Second Edition Ideal
for instructors who have never surfed the Net, this easy-to-follow guide offers
basic definitions, numerous examples, and step-by-step information about
finding and using Internet sources. Free to adopters. 0-321-01957-1

Teaching Writing to the Nan-Nafive Speaker  This booklet examines the issues that
arise when non-native speakers enter the developmental classroom. Free to
instructors, it includes protiles of international and permanent ESL students,
factors influencing second-language acquisition, and tips on managing a mul-
ticultural classroom. 0-673-97452-9

For Students

[NEW] The Longman Writer's Journal  This journal for writers, free with Writing Cor-
nerstones, offers students a place to think, write, and react. For an examination
copy, contact your Longman sales consultant. 0-321-08639-2

[NEW] The Longman Researcher's Journal ~ This journal for writers and researchers,
free with this text, helps students plan, schedule, write, and revise their
research project. An all-in-one resource for first-time researchers, the journal
guides students gently through the research process. 0-321-09530-8.

Researching Online, Sixth Edition A perfect companion for a new age, this indis-
pensable new supplement helps students navigate the Internet. Adapted
from Teaching Online, the instructor’s Internet guide, Researching Online
speaks directly to students, giving them detailed, step-by-step instructions
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for performing electronic searches. Available free when shrinkwrapped with
this text. 0-321-11733-6

Learning Together: An Introduction to Collaborative Theory  This brief guide to the fun-
damentals of collaborative learning teaches students how to work effectively in
groups, how to revise with peer response, and how to co-author a paper or
report. Shrinkwrapped free with any Longman Basic Skills text. 0-673-46848-8

A Guide for Peer Response, Second Edition  This guide offers students forms for peer
critiques, including general guidelines and specific forms for different stages in
the writing process. Also appropriate for freshman-level courses. Free to
adopters. 0-321-01948-2

Thinking Through the Test, by D). Henry  This special workbook, prepared specially
for students in Florida, offers ample skill and practice exercises to help students
prep for the Florida State Exit Exam. To shrinkwrap this workbook free with
your textbook, please contact your Longman sales representative. Available in
two versions: with and without answers. Also available: Two laminated grids
(one for reading, one for writing) that can serve as handy references for stu-
dents preparing for the Florida State Exit Exam.
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