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PREFACE

T’IC twenty-first century is upon us and today’s students will be
facing issues both frightening and fascinating—issues that involve
enormous cultural, political, social, and economic changes. This edi-
tion, like its predecessors, assumes that learning to deal with these
issues begins with learning to read, think, and write critically—and that
these skills may best be achieved by engaging students with essays on
topics that affect them personally now and will continue to do so. The
fourth edition of Readings for the 21st Century has been extensively
reorganized and revised to build on what our readers have found to be
most successful in the third edition. It is also designed to meet users’
desires for additional new material that reflects a student’s point of
view on the future, one that favors the practical over the academic. The
revisions include:

e An entirely new chapter on the workplace and careers, including
one on the exploitation of interns

* Four new essays in the popular culture chapter, which now leads
off the book, including opposing views of Tupac Shakur

* An improved chapter on the Internet and the Information Age
with three new essays, including one on e-mail relationships

* A new focus on controversial prescription drugs in the chapter on
medicine with three new essays, one by Jack Kevorkian

Xix



XX Preface

 Three new essays in the education chapter, including one by Bill
Gates on the future of computerized learning

« Four new essays in the final chapter on social issues, including a
controversial argument: “The Case for Sex Work™

Like Bill Gates, many of the authors will be names already famil-
iar to instructors and students, names such as Oliver Stone, Frank
Zappa, Jack Kevorkian, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Al Gore, Amy Tan,
Camille Paglia, and Pete Hamill. The consistently popular Past as Pro-
logue feature begins each chapter with classic essays by authors such as
Malcolm X, Tom Wolfe, Frederick Douglass, Rachel Carson, G. K.
Chesterton, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, or Benjamin Franklin. Each piece
is introduced by a biographical headnote and each chapter is interre-
lated with others through the Making Connections feature. All discus-
sion questions are designed to avoid simple yes-or-no answers.

With lively classic and contemporary essays addressing American
life in the new century, the book strives to help today’s students develop
thoughtful, informed, and articulate views on topics that will define
their futures.
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