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PREFACE

The year 1995 marks the twentieth anniversary of
the publication of the first edition of Crime in
Canadian Society. Much has changed in the inter-
vening years in Canadian criminology. The field
has blossomed and Canadian researchers have
taken their place with the major contributors to
the discipline. An analysis of the tables of con-
tents of the four preceding editions tells the story
of Canadian criminology — at least to some
extent.

That first edition had both American and Cana-
dian contributions, and we had to search hard to
include articles that covered all of the main sub-
areas of criminology. We had an easier time with
each subsequent edition. In fact, in the last two edi-
tions there was a plethora of good research articles
from which to choose. The second edition (1980)
had a balanced coverage and only Canadian-based
authors. The same can be said for the third edition
(1986), but additionally some very innovative
research that was being undertaken in Canada was
included. The fourth edition (1991) saw the addi-
tion of our third editor (Vincent Sacco) and per-
haps the best balance of all. Canadian criminology
came into its own, and major theoretical and
empirical contributions were represented. The
fourth edition also introduced readers to the new
Uniform Crime Reporting techniques, just being
implemented as the book went to press. The cur-
rent edition again contains examples of the very
high quality of work being done in Canadian crim-
inology. For us, the fifth edition also marks a major
change — the book, which has appeared through

four editions with a Butterworths imprint, has
become a Harcourt Brace title. We are quite
pleased with this new association.

There has been little overlap in the articles
between editions. In fact, this edition contains only
two articles that appeared previously. As a matter of
interest, only one author has appeared in every edi-
tion — John Hagan. His first article, in the first
edition, illustrated his potential as a young scholar.
His pieces in the last two volumes have been major
theoretical contributions.

Like its predecessors, the fifth edition is
designed to introduce students to the field of crim-
inology. The organization of the book is more or
less the same, but there have been revisions to the
essays that introduce each section and, as noted, to
the choice of articles. In spite of the changes, the
focus of the book remains sociological, and it will
probably fit best into criminology courses in which
that approach dominates.

The introductions to the first three sections
familiarize students with the major topics in crimi-
nology: the law, measurement of crime, and theo-
ries of crime. They have been rewritten to reflect
changes in the academic discipline of criminology
and to the criminal justice system that have
occurred since the last edition. For instance, a new
defence for the crime of murder has been permitted
since the last edition. This is reported in an excerpt
from Deadly Deeds by Silverman and Kennedy.
Further, changes have been made to the way in
which crime is reported. As noted, this had just
begun as the fourth edition went to press. Now we



viii PREFACE

report on the impact of those changes in Part 2.
Also, one of the most recent contributions to expla-
nations of criminality — the general theory of
crime — is presented in both the introduction to
Part 3 and in one of the readings. The readings
throughout are chosen to illustrate the points made
in the introductions. Students are offered a chance
to examine the results of original Canadian
research. The topics span the range of crime from
murder, to drug violations, to the dealings of orga-
nized crime and the scope of corporate crime.

Definitions of crime and delinquency are the
subject of the first part of the book. Students will
learn that defining crime is not as easy as it seems.
There is controversy and conflict in attempts to
define crime and criminality. There are a variety of
definitions of crime, all of which serious students
should be aware. Along with the introduction, the
readings illustrate how different orientations lead
to different definitions. Examples of recent changes
in the law are also discussed in this section.

Part 2 is about measuring crime — trying to
find out how much of each type of crime is hap-
pening in Canada. This too is not as easy a task
as it may first seem. Through the introduction
and readings, students are shown the problems
with current data collection techniques and are
introduced to alternative measures and to the
new system that was initiated by Statistics
Canada in the late 1980s. The readings show
how different measurement techniques produce
different information.

Part 3 introduces the student to contemporary
explanations of crime causation. The major theo-
ries currently being discussed by sociologists are
presented. The readings include original theory
generated in Canada (power-control theory) as well
as research showing the application and testing of
particular theories.

Part 4 examines “Crime and Criminals: Selected
Research.” The name fits the array of research pre-
sented. This section represents real change from
previous editions as we have relied on several
experts in the field to report either their own
research or to write an overview of the research of

others on particular topics. This very rich selection
of articles will be of interest to readers who wish to
learn about various aspects of crime and criminal-
ity in Canada. Corporate crime, organized crime,
killing by children, and car theft illustrate the
scope of the section. Of special interest will be the
pieces about issues of gender and crime, violence
against women, aboriginal involvement in crime,
and the controversial topic of ethnicity, immigra-
tion, and crime.

Our goal in compiling this book has been to
update our overview of Canadian criminology. It
presents data on some very contemporary topics as
well as some more traditional approaches to the
field. This edition and its precursors, however, rep-
resent a particular orientation to criminology —
we do not try to cover everything in depth, but we
believe we present a fair overview of the field as it
exists. It is our hope that the student/reader will
gain a great deal from the present volume and that
it will stimulate further exploration of this chal-
lenging discipline.
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PART

Introduction

Everyone knows what crime is, or so it seems. Crime is,
after all, a “hot” topic. The mass media often report to
us on the sorry state of Canada by telling us how much
crime and violence there is here. People discuss their
fears of becoming victims of crime, especially those
who live in large cities, and then take protective mea-
sures (cf- Hagan, 1992; Sacco and Johnson, 1990).
Crime is cocktail conversation. Crime is the subject of
social surveys. Crime is a political issue. But what
exactly is crime? Crime, in fact, is different things to
different people. Sorting out the various definitions of
crime is the subject of this section of the book.

LAY DEFINITIONS OF CRIME

Generally, the legal bureaucracy and the average
citizen agree on the acts to be labelled crimes. Mur-
der is a crime, as is shoplifting, arson, robbery,
fraud, and break and enter. In some instances, how-
ever, citizens define acts as criminal when legally
they are not. This is apparent in casual conversation
when individuals refer to general social ills as
crimes. The price of housing, the change in the
value of the dollar, the disrespect of youth, or anti-
monarchist sentiment (none of which is a legally
defined crime) may thus be defined as crimes by
some people. Even more serious examples such as
emotional neglect and psychological abuse of chil-
dren, spouses, or the elderly are generally not crim-
inal matters. For most people, this process of
making crime roughly equal to what they consider
bad in their society is not an important error
(indeed, many are aware that it is wrong), and is

certainly quite acceptable in an informal context.
For a scientific study of crime, however, the inclu-
sion of the bad or immoral, but not illegal, would
make the boundaries of criminology very vague
and its content almost limitless. For these and other
reasons, most criminologists reject such popular
definitions of crime.

On the other hand, there are many instances in
which crimes legally have occurred but the individ-
uals involved — victim, offender, or both — do
not define the act as criminal. Sometimes this is
due to ignorance of the law. Nettler (1984: 2)
argued, for instance, that the general public is often
unaware of the broad extent of the criminal law
and has a narrower definition of crime than is
legally the case. It is a Criminal Code offence, for
example, to give trading stamps to purchasers of
goods in Canada (Section 427), or even to offer to
transport someone to a common bawdy house
(Section 211), but few Canadians would be aware
of these crimes.

In other instances, it is more disagreement than
ignorance, as when people say that what occurred is
“no big deal,” that no real crime occurred. Until
recently, much spousal abuse fell into this category
(see Lupri, Grandin, and Brinkerhoff in this vol-
ume). In practice, the definition of acts as crimes
often depends on the perceptions of the actors
involved, how they define the behaviours that have
occurred. For example, when one individual strikes
another without consent, legally an assault may
have occurred. But suppose it was in fun, as a result
of a playful struggle? Most people experience an
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assault in fun at some time in their lives. The push-
ing and shoving of children, considered to be a nor-
mal part of growing up, is just one example.
Among adults as well, and not only when playing
hockey and other sports, one finds the equivalents
of pushing and shoving matches, little of which is
defined as criminal. Even if the force used is exces-
sive and injures one of the participants, the injury
is often defined as accidental. The context is thus
crucial.

Similarly, some assaults may be considered a
part of daily life, and not a crime, by some seg-
ments of our society. Hitting an individual, for
example, may be viewed as a legitimate way of set-
tling a dispute in some subcultures in Canada
today. If both parties agree to this solution, then
neither will define the act involved as criminal.
Neither will call the police, and the argument will
be settled.

Suppose, however, that one of the participants
does not believe that a fight is an acceptable way to
solve a dispute. Or suppose someone is hit, not by a
friend or acquaintance, but instead by a stranger. In
such a case, the individual may indeed define the
event as a crime and call the police. In this instance,
an assault as defined by the Criminal Code of
Canada (Section 265) may have been committed,
not because the act was different, but because it was
defined differently. The attacker may even be
arrested and prosecuted. Thus the same use of force
may or may not be a crime depending upon the
context and upon the actors’, especially the vic-
tims’, perceptions of the situation.

One final example may help to illustrate some
of the problems in utilizing popular definitions of
crime. The public and the mass media both refer to
the crime of rape and assume that it occurs with
some frequency in this country. The action
involved, according to common knowledge,
involves forcible sexual intercourse, a man forcing a
woman (or less frequently another man) to engage
in sexual behaviour including penetration. The
behaviour in question is apparently quite clear: it
involves force and sexual relations. But “rape” is not
a crime in Canada, the sections of the Criminal

Code dealing with rape having been repealed and
replaced in a process begun in 1980. The activities
just described are now found under the general
heading of assault and are specified as sexual assault
(Section 271); sexual assault with a weapon, threats
to a third party, or causing bodily harm (Section
272); or aggravated sexual assault (Section 273).
The sexual aspect has been downplayed — even
penetration is no longer a requirement in the defin-
ition of the crime — and the physical harm empha-
sized (cf. Hinch, 1988). Changing the crime to
assaulr shifted the focus away from the end sought
(sexual activity) to the force used, and thus sexual
assault joined a punch or slap to the face, a knife to
the stomach, or a kick to the groin as assaults to the
body." So dramatic was the change in definition
that in fact the term “rape” does not even appear in
the index to Carswell’s 1994 Pocket Criminal Code.
Thus, while many Canadians (including some
journalists) call the event previously described a
“rape,” legally, in Canada, no crime of “rape” exists.
Most criminologists avoid lay definitions, prefer-
ring the more precise legal definitions, discussed
later in this section, of their subject matter. One of
the major reasons for using the legal definition is
pragmatic. As the reader will see in Part 2 of this
book, most crime data are based on legal definitions
of crime (as modified by the various actors in the
criminal justice system), and most of the theories
about crime presented in Part 3 in turn are tested
using these data. For consistency, therefore, in most
instances we will use legal definitions of crime.

A SOCIOLOGICAL DEFINITION

For sociologists, crimes are a part of a more general
category called deviance (see Sacco, 1992) and
involve the violation of norms — social rules that
attempt to regulate behaviour and tell people what
to do and what not to do in various situations.
These rules are passed on to children in a society in
a process called socialization and may vary both
over time and across different societies. For exam-
ple, in traditional Inuit culture, infanticide and
abandoning the elderly to starve to death were not
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condemned, but were accepted as means to protect
a limited food supply (cf. Edgerton, 1985). In the
rest of Canada, strict norms would have prohibited
such behaviour. While some societies do not per-
mit the eating of pork, for others no beef is
allowed, and most groups prohibit cannibalism,
although there have existed societies that allowed
the practice. The point of these examples is that
definitions of deviance are specific to time, place,
and circumstances.

Deviance also generally involves, besides the
violation of a norm, the possibility of punishment
and the existence of a group that would want to
punish the violation. One measure of how strongly
a society feels about its various norms is the punish-
ment or sanction it applies to those who violate
them. Since norms range from the important and
binding (thou shalt not kill) to the less important
and optional (standing when greeting an older per-
son), one would expect different types of reaction
to those who violate them. Breaking even the most
minor norm usually results in some type of reac-
tion, although it may be insignificant in terms of
punishment. For example, walking down a street
has many behavioural requirements that one rarely
thinks of as norms. As you approach another indi-
vidual coming toward you, you must avert your
eyes at a certain point. If you stare, you have vio-
lated a norm, and the reaction to the violation may
be anything — from nothing, to the other individ-
ual staring back, to the verbal challenge, “What are
you looking at?” These less severely sanctioned
norms are called folkways. Those norms whose
infractions carry more serious punishments are
called mores. Their violations are seen as more
threatening and harmful to society. Most crimes are
violations of mores. Although most criminal laws
(for example, those prohibiting sexual assault and
theft) are mores, not all mores are laws. For a large
part of our society, mores include the permanence
of marriage, heterosexuality, and eventually having
children. Divorce, homosexuality, and childlessness
are not, however, crimes in Canada.

While there have been many attempts to sum-
marize the sociological notion of crime, one of the

best is still Gillin’s (1945: 9; cf. Heidensohn, 1990:

3) classic statement that crime is

. an act that has been shown to be actually
harmful to society, or that is believed to be socially
harmful by a group of people that has the power
to enforce its belief and that places such an act

under the ban of positive penalties.

Gillin’s definition includes the ideas that the harm
involved can be a constructed (believed) harm and
that power determines what will be defined as
criminal. That last point is the subject of the next
section.

CONFLICT VERSUS CONSENSUS
DEFINITIONS

Durkheim, one of the founders of sociology,
argued that a crime is a violation of a widely held
societal norm or value, an act that attacks what he
called the collective conscience of a society (1964:
79). Everyone is outraged by crime because dis-
obeying rules weakens and attacks the very basis of
society. This definition of crime assumes that the
criminal law arises out of consensus, out of com-
monly agreed upon norms and values. Thus, since
all or most people would agree that murder, arson,
and theft are serious threats to individuals and to
society, these acts are defined as crimes.

For conflict theorists, on the other hand, the law
is a tool, part of the superstructure of institutions
created by the ruling class to serve itself. The law,
instead of arising from consensus and providing
justice for all, is in reality a weapon of oppression.
Conflict theorists disagree on the role played by the
capitalist class in this process, whether it shares its
power with other power groups (sometimes called
moral entrepreneurs) or by and large controls by
itself the enactment of laws (cf. Turk, 1993), but
they do agree that conflict and power determine
the law, not consensus (cf. Young and Matthews,
1992).

Very few sociologists take either of the these two
extreme positions. Underneath consensus there is




