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Preface to Part 11

The sheer size of the task of covering the most
important aspects of medicinal chemistry in one
comprehensive survey made it advisable to
separate this treatise into two parts. The first
volume has dealt with the general theories of the
whole field, and has presented drugs used in
combating infections and parasitic diseases.
Also included were drugs applicable to neo-
plastic and immunochemical disorders.

Part I1 contains chapters on biocatalysts and
their structural variations, and then mainly
covers drugs used in the treatment of many dif-
ferent types of functional disorders, whatever
their etiology. Every effort has been made to
survey all major events until the early part of
1968, and wherever possible, to the middle of

that year. Not only the highlights of the litera-
ture, but also those of medicinal thought and
intuition up to 1968 will be found in these pages.

A book of the size of these two volumes places
both the contributors and the editor under
unusual pressure. They have to meet deadlines
for the submission of manuscripts and proofs to
the publisher on a tight schedule, and even the
most determined efforts to avoid occasional
mistakes may fail to eliminate all factual and
typographical errors. We will be grateful to the
readers of this treatise for calling any such
errors to our attention.

ALFRED BURGER

Charlottesville, Virginia
December 1969
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