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European Contract Law unification projects have
recently advanced from the Draft Common Frame
of Reference (2009) to a European Commission
proposal for an optional Common European Sales
Law (2011) which is to facilitate cross-border
marketing. This book investigates for the first
time how CESL and DCEFR rules would interact
with various aspects of domestic law, represented
by English and German law. Nineteen chapters,
co-authored by British and German scholars,
examine such interface issues, e.g. pre-contractual
relationships, notions of contract, formation,
interpretation, and remedies, extending to
non-discrimination, third parties, transfers of
rights, aspects of property law, and collective
proceedings. They go beyond a critical analysis

of CESL and DCEFR rules by demonstrating
where and how CESL rules would interact with
neighbouring areas of English and German law
before English and German courts, how domestic
traditions might influence the application, which
aspects might motivate sellers and buyers to
choose or reject CESL, and which of the rules
might serve as a model for national legislators. The
findings are summarized in the final two chapters.

Gerhard Dannemann is Professor of English Law,
British Economy and Politics, at the Humboldt-
Universitit zu Berlin.

Stefan Vogenauer is the Linklaters Professor
of Comparative Law and Fellow of Brasenose
College, University of Oxford and Director of
the Oxford Institute of European and
Comparative Law.
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Preface

This book presents the results of an Anglo-German network of 38 researchers set up by
the two editors in 2009 and generously co-funded by the Arts and Humanities Research
Council and the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft. This grant paid for three project
conferences, the project staff in Berlin and Oxford, and for replacement staff for the
two editors during the final year of the project.

We owe many thanks to the project staff: to Caroline Harvey and Christopher
Schuller for their energy, diligence, punctuality, and unerring eye for any violations
of citation rules, as well as for their superb linguistic editing and readiness to take on
large additional tasks at short notice; to Arne Gutsche for setting up and maintaining
the database; and to Kasper Steensgaard for his help in organizing the first project
conference, and for having acted as voluntary database system administrator through-
out the project. We also owe gratitude to Corinna Radke, Catherine Smith, Sylvena
Zollner and the student assistants at the Centre for British Studies at the Humboldt-
Universitét zu Berlin, and Jenny Dix at the Institute of European and Comparative Law
at the University of Oxford, for their help with the project conferences and for
alleviating the odd emergency in editing.

We are naturally most grateful to all authors. It must have been difficult for most of
them to find the extra time that the topic and the project set-up required for their
contributions. We also owe thanks to Alex Flach from Oxford University Press for his
continuous support, and to Deborah Renshaw for editing the book on behalf of OUP.

Hans Stoll belongs to the great scholars of the post-war generation whose compara-
tive studies laid the foundations for what later would become known as European
Private Law. He introduced one of us to comparative legal scholarship. This book is
dedicated to his memory.

Gerhard Dannemann and Stefan Vogenauer
Berlin and Oxford, November 2012

It was with immense sadness that, at the stage of reading the proofs, we learned of the
untimely death of Hannes Unberath who contributed to this book. He was a valuable
member of the ‘CFR in Context’ project and will be missed greatly.

GD and SV
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