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AN Dmmattc events in the contemy orary world —wars, reVQLuuLs terrorist

attacks, catastrophic natural disasters, economic crises and the endless stream of daily

news— often obscure ng historical processes that have created the societiesAN which
we live and the prob th which we cope. The mass media pay little attention to the

broader historical patterns and contexts that give deeper meaning to the swiftly moving E 2 1‘“{“‘
events of our era h1s new edition of A History of the Modern World may be seen as the ==

most rece,nt ver81 continuing search for historical perspectives:epn the complex,
often béw11;L ﬁs of our age. It thus carries a gulle}g the events,

cultures, ané of the contemporary world are always évolving f the long,
complex histories of diverse peoples, ideas, institutions, social mores, economic
exchanges, and struggles for political powef BELn 2 J \ ‘1‘@

These multl%\qr%ls of human history have cr atéz mddern societies and_exerted
wide influence on e and cultures around the world. This book therefore describes the
histories of specific nations and people and emphasizes landmark gyeptsssuch as wars and
revolutigq tq: also stresses broad historical trends that have develdped deep below the
. most Erog,in istorical events and created what we now call “the modern world.” Our

ative explores the rise of nation-states and onflicts that have shaped the world
over the last several centuries, yet it links such tra ilons and events to the wider histori-
cal influence of the evolving global economy, thmment of science and technology,
the rise of industry, the significance of religious traditions, the origin and Mn of new
ideas, the changing mores of family and social life, and the complex relatlons between
Western cultures and other cultures around the world. s 41“5" &+ fﬁ

The term modern, as we use it in this book, refers to the historical evolutlon of soci- > ¥ E’
eties and cultures that may be said to have had the greatest influence in shaping the modern ’
world —a phase of human history that began to develop about five or six centuries ago and
is now evolving more rapidly in more places than ever before. This book makes no claim
to be a world history, valuable as such histories may be. By design it focuses primarily on
developments in the West until the spread of distinctively modern economic, social, and
political institutions in the recent past leads to an increasing global emphasis in the book’s
later chapters. Although the narrative stresses the influence of European societies (that is,
societies shaped by Europeans or the descendants of Europeans) in the emergence of
“modern” institutions and social practices, it also emphasizes the worldwide exchanges,
conflicts, and interactions that have contributed to the increasingly global culture of the
contemporary era.

©5% ORGANIZATION OF THE BOOK:

CHANGES AND CONTINUITIES
[k odyk) 7 2 ,35_1 %
As in the past, the book is organized 1n chapters that carry the narrative across specific

chronological eras, moving steadily toward the present. Yet the clearly defined and num-
bered sections within each ai'apter often deal with themes, events, or issues that do not
develop in simple chronological order. Each chapter focuses on a specific time frame but

S !

%‘2: Xvii



xviii Preface .
also on themes and problems of continuing histofical importance. The chronological orga-
nization gives readers a broad historical framework and also provides opportunities for
further analysis and discussion of specific historical themes or problems —discussions that
can draw, for example, on other materials which can be found on the companion Online
Learning Center Web site (www.mhhe.com/palmer10), which now incllﬁﬁ'&ﬁﬁ?n_éeractive
Glossary. a3 £
30
Although the history of political instittzﬁons, revolutions, and international conflicts
remains important in this new edition, some details of national and political history have
been reduced to expand the discussion of social, cultural, and intellectual history —all of
which have been influential in recent historical scholarship. There are sections on the role
of women in various historical contexts and eras; descriptions of cultural and intellectual
movements from the early modern to the contemporary period; and new analyses of the
political, economic, and cultural interactions that have shaped modern global history.
Chapters on the Scientific Revolution and the early global economy have been moved in
order to show more clearly the chronglogical relation of notable cultural and economic
e e =
developments. 2 N> (jﬁ,“w
In the earlier chapters readers will find discussigns of family lifé during the Renais-
sance and &qj ation; descriptions of literary debates, salonﬁlture, and the evolving
public spheré'in the Enlighte eot;.and insights into the cultural imensions of the French
Revolution. Later chapters of thé book (in the second volume of the papéi:back edition)
include sections on the emergence of feminism, lggral debates about science and the idea
of progress, and discussions of modernist an(ll%gs thodernist cultural movements.
- Tt L7 The chapters on the world since 1945 have been reorganized and divided into new
i““tg)emgg'_c sections. The two longest chapters in the previous edition’s narrative of recent
historical events have been divided into four new, more concis%:h%p;crs that will be easier
for students and others to read. The new, shorter chapters have a dieater thematic organiza-
tion, and they convey key patterns in the development of postcolonial societies in Asia,
Africa, and the Middle East, as well as the demise 0 communigp in Europe. These re- )
organized chapters also include new informa?icﬁf%“l"h Tecent interﬂgtfbnal confrontgti_qns;\:ﬁ,i
and on the growing globalization of contemporm;%eq p&mﬁc and cultural life. We believe
that specific historical information about such devalopments is the essential starting point
for historical analysis, balanced historical insights, and the comprehension of historical
change. o K st koo G
Our intention is to help students and other readers understand the complgxfti'es of
great events such as the religious wars of earlier centuries, the American, FrEHEB,\EIH Rus-
sian Revolutions, the twentieth-century world wars, the spread of democracy and th,-% ha‘l@ Y
lenges it has faced, the creation and collapse of the Western-dominaggi %%lin'@ e 1Fés,
the emergence of new, postcolonial nation-states, and the continuing séar¢h for an interna-
,tjg\nal order. Readers will also find updated information on current issues such as terror-
ﬁl;f\f’ﬂﬁm, recent upheavals lhe Middle East, and the continuing struggle for economic
development ip .the world’s poorest countries/. A "j‘?f‘x‘, )5 kom urdnt ! 1,‘(7
Other revi have been introduced t0 make the book even more accessible for a
new generatio\;meaders. The visual-Component ‘has again been extended through the
addition of new illustrations, including new images of important works by modern artists
such as Pablo Pjcasso, Berthe Morisot, Jackson Pollock, and Henry Moore. Like other
kinds of documents and sources, the images and artwork from past cultures provide impor-
tant historical information. Knowing how to read and critically evaluate an illustration,

painting, or photograph is an essential form of analytical thought and is invaluable for
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/ / 4 /(f? 2y
cr?/s cultural com s. In addition to the many illustrations in each,chapter four-color
inserts convey both the artistic creativity and the cultural or social Wms of dif-
ferent historical eras. The brief captions that accompany all of the illustrations connect
events or issues to the book’s narrative.

Other key features of this new edition include newly drawn, easier-to-read maps, pre-
sented in sharper color. The wide range of maps and charts shows the changing boundaries,

Xix

populations, and economies of nations and regions over the years. In addition to the rev1sed;¥:z j

maps, new chronological timelines—as suggested by reviewers—have been Wd
into each chapter to give a convenient summary of the notable events and dateg in each his-
torical era. The revised, up-to-date entries for the comprehensive Suggestions for Further
Reading, long a valued feature of the book, include new listings of useful Web sites as well
as the titles of significant new scholarly publications. i‘g; N )ﬂ;&/‘

The changes in this latest version of A History of the Modern World have been intro-
duced to enhance th k’s accessibility, but not to replace or weaken the style, content,
narrative, and” analyticdl qualities that have appealed to teachers and students over the
years. More generally, readers will find that the book in its newest edition expresses again
a strong belief in the value of historical knowledge and historical perspectives for anyone
who wishes to understand as well as to live in the evolving modern world. It achieves its
purpose whenever it helps readers of any age or background gain new perspectives on
themselves and their world through the new knowledge or new insights m offer.

@% SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE INSTRUCTOR

Instructor’s Manual/Test Bank The first half of this unique miﬁ;-l&/l offers a chapter-
by-chapter guide to some of the best documentaries, educational and feature films, videos,
and audio recordings to enhance classroom discussion. Brief overviews help instructors
select the films best suited to each course topic. The manual provides instructors with
chapter objectives and points for discussion for each chapter; dllowed by a test bank con-
taining multiple-choice, essay, and identification test questions.

Computerized Test Bank This CD-ROM version of the test bank is available for
both Macintpsh and IBM-compatible computers to allow instructors to customize each
test. SRS 7 L /*ﬂ‘j ,’;@o

Overhead Transparencnes This set 6f over 150 overhead co or}ﬂ’m%/k'{eﬁhes of
maps from the text can be used to illuminate classroom lectures.

Slide Set Available through your local McGraw-Hill sales representative, instruc-
tors can choose from a list of hundreds of fine art slides to create a customized slide set
that will complement the text and enhance classroom lectures.

Instructor Online Learning Center Web Site (Wwww.mhhe.com/palmer10) At the
home page for this text-specific Web site, instructors will find a downloadable version of
the Instructor’s Manual. Instructors can also create Web-based homework assignments or
classroom activities by linking to the Student Online Learning Center and can create an
interactive course syllabus using McGraw-Hill’s PageOut site.

PageOut (www.mhhe.com/pageout) On the PageOut Web site instructors can cre-
ate their own course Web sites. PageOut requires no prior knowledge of HTML, no long
hours of coding, and no design skills on the instructor’s part. Instructors need simply to
plug the course information into a template and click on one of the 16 designs. The
process takes little time and creates a professionally designed Web site. Powerful features
include an interactive course syllabus that lets instructors post content and links, an online
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gradebook, lecture notes, bookmarks, and a discussion board where instructors and stu-
dents can discuss course-related topics.

Videos A wide range of videos on classic and contemporary topics in history is
available through the Films for the Humanities and Sciences collection. Instructors can
illustrate and enhance lectures by selecting from a series of videos correlated to the course.
Contact your local McGraw-Hill sales representative for further information.

@‘é SUPPLEMENTS FOR THE STUDENT

Student Study Guide Prepared by Joel Colton and Megan McLean, this user-friendly
Study Guide helps students process and master important concepts in the text not through
rote memorization but by stimulating reflection and interpretation. For each of the 133 sec-
tions of the textbook, the Study Guide provides study questions, key discussion sentences,
and identification test questions. Each chapter includes general essay questions and gen-
eral discussion passages. Selected map exercises are also provided. In addition, questions
on the numerous illustrations in the text are included in the sections to which they most
closely relate and are designed to encourage interpretation and analysis, specifically on the
ways in which the illustrations supplement the discussions in the text.

Student Online Learning Center Web Site (www.mhhe.com/palmer10) New to
this Web site and requested by reviewers is an Interactive Glossary, an important learning
tool for students that complements the terms and topics highlighted in the margins of the
textbook. At this text-specific Web site, students can link to an interactive study guide,
including online essay questions, interactive mapping exercises, Internet exercises, inter-
active chronologies, and links to online primary source documents. Links to trusted history
search engines also make the Online Learning Center an ideal place to begin Web-based
research.

PowerWeb PowerWeb for World History gives students password-protected,
course-specific articles with assessments from current research journals and popular press
articles, refereed and selected by World History instructors, and especially useful for mate-
rials that go beyond the scope of this book.
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