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ABOUT “MUSIC TODAY
AND EVERY DAY”

This practical resource gives elementary music teachers a unique store of stimulating, tested
lessons and activities for developing music literacy and linking music to the regular class-
room curriculum. The lessons introduce children to the basic elements of music and in-
clude a variety of hands-on activities that build their understanding of music concepts and
relate them to other content areas. While the study of music certainly needs no justification,
it is beneficial to have other means to promote it. Complementing the academic curricu-
lum can only yield positive rewards.

For easy use, the lessons and activities are printed in a big spiral-bound format that
folds flat for desktop use and for photocopying of music, story and activity sheet pages.
Lessons are organized into three grade-level sections:

Level 1 (Grade Levels K-2) provides 15 ready-to-use lessons for teaching music con-
cepts such as contrast, loud/soft, AB/ABA, So-Mi, same/different pitches, beats per measure,
slow/fast, and instrument families. The music concepts are tied to integrated subjects such
as antonyms, size, animals, geometric shapes, habitats, weather, transportation, families
and storytelling. In the lesson “Same/Different (The Farm),” for example, children identify
same and different pitches in a melody through songs such as “I Got Me a Cat” and “Old
MacDonald.” An activity page entitled “Same-Different/Animals Playing Instruments” in-
vites them to circle the animals playing the same instrument.

Level 2 (Grade Levels 3-4) offers ten detailed lessons focusing on the concepts of
note names, note values, music symbols, African music instruments, two- and three-sec-
tion forms, American composers and more. These are connected to regular classroom con-
cepts such as vowels, fairy tales, fractions, exaggeration, African/world culture, geometric
shapes, biographies and fiction/nonfiction. The lesson entitled “Note Values,” for exam-
ple, helps students learn to recognize the whole note, half note, and quarter note through
the song “Riding in a Buggy” and an excerpt from Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 8, identi-
fying fractions/notes on a Music Pizza page, writing the notes, and sorting notes in a “Pick
‘n Put” activity.

Level 3 (Grade Levels 5-6) presents ten detailed lessons featuring concepts such as
bass clef notation, 6/8 and 3/8 meter, minor key signatures, voice, Civil War music, opera
and women composers. Classroom ties touch upon suffixes, speed measuring devices, coun-
tries, the role of women, the Civil War, technology, the human body, mystery and others.
In the lesson “The Vocal Instrument (Health),” for example, students perform various
singing tasks such as diction, breathing, posture, voice care, range and quality as they sing
the song “Rocky Mountain” at different tempos, volumes and keys, and then circle healthy
practices for singing on an activity page.

Each grade-level section also provides a store of “Supplementary Materials,” including
reproducible games, information sheets, activity pages, puzzles and more that can be used
to reinforce and extend the lessons in that section or in any other way you wish. This is fol-
lowed by 50 “Daily Music Skill-Builders” for daily practice in singing and rhythm skills and
a reproducible Interdisciplinary Planner form to help you integrate music with the acade-
mic curriculum at each grade level.



ABOUT “MUSIC TODAY AND EVERY DAY” '

You'’ll find that all of the lessons in this resource are illustrated, complete, and ready
for use with minimal preparation on your part. Each lesson is spelled out in a similar, easy-
to-follow format, including:

Title: a title identifying the music concept and related academic con-
cepts to be developed

Objective: the lesson objective in behavioral terms

Materials: specific materials needed to carry out the lesson, including re-

producible music pages, patterns, gameboards, and worksheets

Procedure: step-by-step activities for developing the lesson, including an
opening activity, a listening activity, a singing or performance ac-
tivity, and a game or composition activity

Activity Pages: one or more reproducible activity sheets to give students practice
in applying what they have learned

Additional reproducible games or activities for reinforcing a particular lesson may also
be found in the supplementary materials at the end of the section.

In short, this resource places at your fingertips a wealth of exciting music activities,
games, activity sheets, songs, and skill-building exercises for daily use and reference. It will
help you save preparation time, make teaching and learning music more fun for you and
your students, and connect music concepts with the classroom curriculum. My hope is that
you will find many of the lessons adaptable to all grade levels and that the easy step-by-step
approach will help you create your own integrated lesson plans—making this resource truly
useful today and every day.

Tod F. Kline
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