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Preface

This Documents Reader is designed as a learning companion to the textbook OUT OF MANY. As
teachers, we have found that having students engage primary source documents from the past is an
effective technique for making history come alive. We have devised the Documents Reader to be
read along with assignments from OUT OF MANY. For each chapter in the textbook we have
selected approximately ten primary source documents keyed to that chapter’s subject matter. Each
document has been edited down to a suitable length and given an introductory headnote and source.
Ideally, the documents should be discussed in class along with the corresponding chapter assign-
ments. Toward that end, we have also included discussion questions at the end of each document.

We have chosen five types of primary source documents for each chapter. These include:
Community Documents: Keyed to the American Communities introduction in each chapter.
Social History Documents: Reflecting everyday life from diaries, letters, and journals.

Government/Political Documents: Covering laws, court cases, election campaigns, and debates
over public policy.

Culturall/Intellectual Documents: 1llustrating contemporary fiction, journalism, and essays.

Foreign Relations Documents: Demonstrating America’s historical connections with the
larger world community of nations.

The documents may be photocopied and distributed to your students free of charge as long as OUT
OF MANY is your required textbook. The complete set of documents from each volume is avail-
able for purchase by your students at a nominal fee, shrinkwrapped to copies of the corresponding
text volume. Please contact your local Prentice Hall sales representative for more information.
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We believe the Documents Reader will help deepen students’ understanding of the complexity of
the American past, and that it will encourage many of them to pursue historical research and study
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chapter 17

Reconstruction, 1863-1877

17—-1 Charlotte Forten,
Life on the Sea Islands, 1864

In 1862, after Union troops captured Port Royal off the
coast of South Carolina, the surrounding Sea Islands
became the site of the first major attempts to aid freed
people. Charlotte Forten was part of a wealthy free black
Sfamily in Philadelphia. She was one of many northern
teachers who volunteered to help educate ex-slaves and
demonstrate that African Americans were capable of
self-improvement. The following selection, published in
1864, was compiled from letters she wrote to her friend,
the poet John Greenleaf Whittier.

SOURCE: Atlantic Monthly (1864).

The Sunday after our arrival we attended service at the
Baptist Church. The people came in slowly; for they have
no way of knowing the hour, except by the sun. By eleven
they had all assembled, and the church was well filled.
They were neatly dressed in their Sunday attire, the
women mostly wearing clean, dark frocks, with white
aprons and bright-colored head-hand-kerchiefs. Some
had attained to the dignity of straw hats with gay feathers,
but these were not nearly as becoming nor as picturesque
as the handkerchiefs. The day was warm, and the win-
dows were thrown open as if it were summer, although it
was the second day of November. It was very pleasant to
listen to the beautiful hymns, and look from the crowd of
dark, earnest faces within, upon the grove of noble oaks
without. The people sang, “Roll, Jordan, roll,” the grand-
est of all their hymns. There is a great, rolling wave of
sound through it all....

Harry, the foreman on the plantation, a man of a
good deal of natural intelligence, was most desirous of
learning to read. He came in at night to be taught, and
learned very rapidly. I never saw any one more deter-
mined to learn. We enjoyed hearing him talk about the
*“gun-shoot,”—so the people call the capture of Bay Point
and Hilton Head. They never weary of telling you “how
Massa run when he hear de fust gun.”

“Why did n’t you go with him, Harry?” I asked.
“Oh, Miss, ‘t was n’t ‘cause Massa did n’t try to ‘suade
me. He tell we dat de Yankees would shoot we, or would
sell we to Cuba, an’ do all de wust tings to we, when dey
come, ‘Berry well, Sar,” says I. ‘If I go wid you, I be good

as dead. If I stay here, I can’t be no wust; so if I got to
dead, I might's well dead here as anywhere. So I'll stay
here an’ wait for de ‘‘dam Yankees.” ‘Lor’, Miss, I
knowed he was n’t tellin’ de truth all de time.”

“But why did n’t you believe him, Harry?”

“Dunno, Miss; somehow we hear de Yankees was
our friends, an’ dat we’d be free when dey come, an’
‘pears like we believe dat.”

I found this to be true of nearly all the people 1
talked with, and thought it strange they should have had
so much faith in the Northerners. Truly, for years past,
they had but little cause to think them very friendly.
Cupid told us that his master was so daring as to come
back, after he had fled from the island, at the risk of being
taken prisoner by our soldiers; and that he ordered the
people to get all the furniture together and take it to a
plantation on the opposite side of the creek, and to stay on
that side themselves. “So,” said Cupid, “dey could jus’
sweep us all up in a heap, an’ put us in de boat. An’ he
telled me to take Patience —dat’s my wife —an’ de chil’en
down to a certain pint, an’ den I could come back, if 1
choose. Jus’ as if T was gwine to be sich a goat!” added
he, with a look and gesture of ineffable contempt. He and
the rest of the people, instead of obeying their master, left
the place and hid themselves in the woods; and when he
came to look for them, not one of all his “faithful ser-
vants” was to be found. A few, principally house-servants,
had previously been carried away.

In the evenings, the children frequently came in to
sing and shout for us. These “shouts” are very strange, —
in truth, almost indescribable. It is necessary to hear and
see in order to have any clear idea of them. The children
form a ring, and move around in a kind of shuffling
dance, singing all the time. Four or five stand apart, and
sing very energetically clapping their hands, stamping
their feet, and rocking their bodies to and fro. These are
the musicians, to whose performance the shouters keep
perfect ime. The grown people on this plantation did not
shout, but they do on some of the other plantations. It is
very comical to see little children, not more than three or
four years old, entering into the performance with all their
might. But the shouting of the grown people is rather
solemn and impressive otherwise. We cannot determine
whether it has a religious character or not. Some of the
people tell us that it has, others that it has not. But as the
shouts of the grown people are always in connection with
their religious meetings, it is probable that they are the
barbarous expression of religion, handed down to them
from their African ancestors, and destined to pass away
under the influence of Christian teachings. The people on
this island have no songs. They sing only hymns, and
most of these are sad. Prince, a large black boy from a
neighboring plantation, was the principal shouter among
the children. It seemed impossible for him to keep still for
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220  chapter 17  Reconstruction, 1863 — 1877

a moment. His performances were most amusing speci-
mens of Ethiopian gymnastics. Amaretta the younger, a
cunning, kittenish little creature of only six years old, had
a remarkably sweet voice. Her favorite hymn, which we
used to hear her singing to herself as she walked through
the yard, is one of the oddest we have heard: —

“What makes ole Satan follow me s0?
Satan got nuttin’ ‘t all fur to do wid me.
CHORUS
“Tiddy Rosa, hold your light!
Bradder Tony, hold your light!
All de member, hold bright light

On Canaan'’s shore!”

This is one of the most spirited shouting-tunes. “Tiddy™ is
their word for sister.

A very queer-looking old man came into the store
one day. He was dressed in a complete suit of brilliant
Brussels carpeting. Probably it had been taken from his
master’s house after the “gun-shoot”; but he looked so

very dignified that we did not like to question him about
it. The people called him Doctor Crofts,—which was, I
believe, his master’s name, his own being Scipio. He was
very jubilant over the new state of things, and said to Mr.
H.,—“Don’t hab me feelins hurt now. Used to hab me feel-
ins hurt all de time. But don’t hab ‘em hurt now no more.”
Poor old soul! We rejoiced with him that he and his brethren
no longer have their “feelins” hurt, as in the old time.

* k% %k %k ok X

1. How would you describe Forten’s attitudes toward
the freed people of the Sea Islands? What
differences seem apparent between their world and
the one she comes from?

2. How does Forten compare the Sea Island religious
practices to those that she is used to? Why were
they so different?

3. What feelings do the Sea Islanders express toward
education and freedom?

17-2  Lincolns Second Inaugural
Address, 1865

In the summer of 1864 Abraham Lincoln’s reelection
chances looked bleak. Public opinion on the war and
emancipation remained deeply divided, and many
Radical Republicans lacked confidence in the President.
But General Sherman’s capture of Atlanta in September
lifted northern morale and contributed to Lincoln’s
victory over Democratic candidate General George B.
MecClellan. Lincoln’s Second Inaugural was one of the
briefest yet most memorable ever delivered.

SOURCE: Richardson, ed., Messages and Papers, Vol. VI, p. 276 ff.

Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address

FELLOW-COUNTRYMEN: — At this second appearing to
take the oath of the presidential office there is less occa-
sion for an extended address than there was at the first.
Then a statement somewhat in detail of a course to be pur-
sued seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the expiration of
four years, during which public declarations have been
constantly called forth on every point and phase of the
great contest which still absorbs the attention and
engrosses the energies of the nation, little that is new
could be presented. The progress of our arms, upon which
all else chiefly depends, is as well known to the public as

to myself, and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfactory and
encouraging to all. With high hope for the future, no pre-
diction in regard to it is ventured.

On the occasion corresponding to this four years
ago all thoughts were anxiously directed to an impending
civil war. All dreaded it, all sought to avert it. While the
inaugural address was being delivered from this place,
devoted altogether to saving the Union without war,
insurgent agents were in the city seeking to destroy it
without war—seeking to dissolve the Union and divide
effects by negotiation. Both parties deprecated war, but
one of them would make war rather than let the nation
survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it
perish, and the war came.

One eighth of the whole population was colored
slaves, not distributed generally over the Union, but local-
ized in the southern part of it. These slaves constituted a
peculiar and powerful interest. All knew that this interest
was somehow the cause of the war. To strengthen, perpet-
uate, and extend this interest was the object for which the
insurgents would rend the Union even by war, while the
Government claimed no right to do more than to restrict
the terntorial enlargement of it. Neither party expected
for the war the magnitude or the duration which it has
already attained. Neither anticipated that the cause of the
conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself
should cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, and a
result less fundamental and astounding. Both read the
same Bible and pray to the same God, and each invokes
His aid against the other. It may seem strange that any
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men should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wring-
ing their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces, but let
us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers of both
could not be answered. That of neither has been answered
fully. The Almighty has His own purposes. “Woe unto the
world because of offenses; for it must needs be that
offenses come, but woe to that man by whom the offense
cometh.” If we shall suppose that American slavery is one
of those offenses which, in the providence of God, must
needs come, but which, having continued through His
appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He
gives to both North and South this terrible war as the woe
due to those by whom the offense came, shall we discern
therein any departure from those divine attributes which
the believers in a living God always ascribe to Him?
Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty
scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills
that it continue until all the wealth piled by the bonds-
man’s two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall
be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash

shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was
said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said,
“The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous alto-
gether.”

With malice toward none, with charity for all, with
firmness in the right as God gives us to see the right, let
us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the
nation’s wounds, to care for him who shall have borne the
battle and for his widow and his orphan, to do all which
may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among
ourselves and with all nations.

ok ok ok ok ok

1. To what extent does the address outline Lincoln’s
plan for Reconstruction?

2. How would you compare the Second Inaugural to
the First Inaugural in tone and style? How do
both treat the issue of slavery?

17-3 The Freedmens Bureau Bill,
1865

Congress established the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen,
and Abandoned Lands to provide aid for freed people and
to oversee free labor arrangements in the South.
President Andrew Johnson's policy of liberally pardoning
ex-confederates and returning their land frustrated
Bureau commissioner General O. O. Howard’s efforts to
resettle freed people on confiscated lands. Congress
extended the life of the Bureau in 1866 over Johnson's
veto. Always underfunded, the Bureau nonetheless
succeeded in helping establish schools, overseeing free
labor contracts, and providing legal support for freed
people.

SOURCE: Henry Steele Commager, Documents of American History (1973); U.S.
Statutes at Large, Vol. X111, p. 507ff.

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH A BUREAU FOR THE
RELIEF OF FREEDMEN AND REFUGEES

Be it enacted, That there is hereby established in the War
Department, to continue during the present war of rebel-
lion, and for one year thereafter, a bureau of refugees,
freedmen, and abandoned lands, to which shall be com-
mitted, as hereinafter provided, the supervision and man-
agement of all abandoned lands, and the control of all
subjects relating to refugees and freedmen from rebel
states, or from any district of country within the territory

embraced in the operations of the army, under such rules
and regulations as may be prescribed by the head of the
bureau and approved by the President. The said bureau
shall be under the management and control of a commis-
sioner to be appointed by the President, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate....

SEc. 2. That the Secretary of War may direct such
1ssues of provisions, clothing, and fuel, as he may deem
needful for the immediate and temporary shelter and sup-
ply of destitute and suffering refugees and freedmen and
their wives and children, under such rules and regulations
as he may direct.

SEc. 3. That the President may, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, appoint an assistant
commissioner for each of the states declared to be in
insurrection, not exceeding ten in number, who shall,
under the direction of the commissioner, aid in the execu-
tion of the provisions of this act;... And any military offi-
cer may be detailed and assigned to duty under this act
without increase of pay or allowances....

SEC. 4. That the commissioner, under the direction
of the President, shall have authority to set apart, for the
use of loyal refugees and freedmen, such tracts of land
within the insurrectionary states as shall have been aban-
doned, or to which the United States shall have acquired
title by confiscation or sale, or otherwise, and to every
male citizen, whether refugee or freedman, as aforesaid,
there shall be assigned not more than forty acres of such
land, and the person to whom it was so assigned shall be
protected in the use and enjoyment of the land for the
term of three years at an annual rent not exceeding six per
centurn upon the value of such land, as it was appraised
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by the state authorities in the year eighteen hundred and
sixty, for the purpose of taxation, and in case no such
appraisal can be found, then the rental shall be based upon
the estimated value of the land in said year, to be ascer-
tained in such manner as the commissioner may by regu-
lation prescribe. At the end of said term, or at any time
during said term, the occupants of any parcels so assigned
may purchase the land and receive such title thereto as the
United States can convey, upon paying therefor the value

of the land, as ascertained and fixed for the purpose of
determining the annual rent aforesaid.. ..
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1.  How does the Bill treat the issue of abandoned
lands in the South? What hope did it offer freed
people?

17—4  Black Code of Mississippt,
1865

In the aftermath of Emancipation, southern states passed
a variety of laws known as “Black Codes.” Although
these codes varied from state to state, they were all aimed
at tightly controlling the lives and labor of newly freed
people. The codes angered Congress and the northern
public, who viewed them as southern attempts to roll back
Emancipation and subvert Reconstruction. The Civil
Rights Act of 1866, the Fourteenth Amendment, and the
Military Reconstruction Act of 1867 were all designed in
part to counter the Black Codes.

SOURCE: Henry Steele Commager, Documents in American History (1973):
Laws of Mississippi, 1865, p. 82ff.

BLACK CODE OF MISSISSIPPI, 1865
1. CIVIL RIGHTS OF FREEDMEN IN MISSISSIPPI

Sec. 1. Be it enacted,... That all freedmen, free negroes,
and mulattoes may sue and be sued, implead and be
impleaded, in all the courts of law and equity of this State,
and may acquire personal property, and choses in action,
by descent or purchase, and may dispose of the same in
the same manner and to the same extent that white per-
sons may: Provided, That the provisions of this section
shall not be so construed as to allow any freedman, free
negro, or mulatto to rent or lease any lands or tenements
except in incorporated cities or towns, in which places the
corporate authorities shall control the same....

Sec. 3....All freedmen, free negroes, or mulattoes
who do now and have herebefore lived and cohabited
together as husband and wife shall be taken and held in
law as legally married, and the issue shall be taken and
held as legitimate for all purposes; that it shall not be law-
ful for any freedman, free negro, or mulatto to intermarry
with any white person; nor for any white person to inter-
marry with any freedman, free negro, or mulatto; and any
person who shall so intermarry, shall be deemed guilty of

felony, and on conviction thereof shall be confined in the
State penitentiary for life; and those shall be deemed
freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes who are of pure
negro blood, and those descended from a negro to the
third generation, inclusive, though one ancestor in each
generation may have been a white person....

Sec. 6....All contracts for labor made with freedmen,
free negroes, and mulattoes for a longer period than one
month shall be in writing, and in duplicate, attested and
read to said freedman, free negro, or mulatto by a beat, city
or county officer, or two disinterested white persons of the
county in which the labor is to be performed, of which each
party shall have one; and said contracts shall be taken and
held as entire contracts, and if the laborer shall quit the ser-
vice of the employer before the expiration of his term of
service, without good cause, he shall forfeit his wages for
that year up to the time of quitting.

Sec. 7....Every civil officer shall, and every person
may, arrest and carry back to his or her legal employer
any freedman, free negro, or mulatto who shall have quit
the service of his or her employer before the expiration of
his or her term of service without good cause; and said
officer and person shall he entitled to receive for arresting
and carrying back every deserting employe aforesaid the
sum of five dollars, and ten cents per mile from the place
of arrest to the place of delivery; and the same shall be
paid by the employer, and held as a set-off for so much
against the wages of said deserting employe: Provided,
that said arrested party, after being so returned, may
appeal to the justice of the peace or member of the board
of police of the county, who, on notice to the alleged
employer, shall try summarily whether said appellant is
legally employed by the alleged employer, and has good
cause to quit said employer; either party shall have the
right to appeal to the county court, pending which the
alleged deserter shall be remanded to the alleged employ-
er or otherwise disposed of, as shall be right and just; and
the decision of the county court shall be final....

Sec. 9....I1 any person shall persuade or attempt to
persuade, entice, or cause any freedman, free negro, or
mulatto to desert from the legal employment of any per-
son before the expiration of his or her term of service, or
shall knowingly employ any such deserting freedman,
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free negro, or mulatto, or shall knowingly give or sell to
any such deserting freedman, free negro, or mulatto, any
food, raiment, or other thing, he or she shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor, and, upon conviction, shall be fined not
less than twenty-five dollars and not more than two hun-
dred dollars and the costs; and if said fine and costs shall
not be immediately paid, the court shall sentence said
convict to not exceeding two months’ imprisonment in
the county jail and he or she shall moreover be liable to
the party injured in damages: Provided, if any person
shall, or shall attempt to, persuade, entice, or cause any
freedman, free negro, or mulatto to desert from any legal
employment of any person, with the view to employ said
freedman, free negro, or mulatto without the limits of this
State, such person, on conviction, shall be fined not less
than fifty dollars, and not more than five hundred dollars
and costs; and if said fine and costs shall not be immedi-
ately paid, the court shall sentence said convict to not
exceeding six months imprisonment in the county jail....

2. MISSISSIPPI APPRENTICE LAW

(LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI, 1865, p. 86.)

Sec. 1....It shall be the duty of all sheriffs, justices of the
peace, and other civil officers of the several counties in
this State, to report to the probate courts of their respec-
tive counties semi-annually, at the January and July terms
of said courts, all freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes,
under the age of eighteen, in their respective counties, beats
or districts, who are orphans, or whose parent or parents
have not the means or who refuse to provide for and sup-
port said minors; and thereupon it shall be the duty of said
probate court to order the clerk of said court to apprentice
said minors to some competent and suitable person, on
such terms as the court may direct, having a particular care
to the interest of said minor: Provided, that the former
owner of said minors shall have the preference when, in the
opinion of the court, he or she shall be a suitable person for
that purpose....

Sec. 3....In the management and control of said
apprentice, said master or mistress shall have the power to
inflict such moderate corporal chastisement as a father or
guardian is allowed to inflict on his or her child or ward at
common law. Provided, that in no case shall cruel or inhu-
man punishment inflicted.

Sec. 4....If any apprentice shall leave the employ-
ment of his or her master or mistress, without his or her
consent, said master or mistress may pursue and recapture
said apprentice, and bring him or her before any justice of
the peace of the county, whose duty it shall be to remand
said apprentice to the service of his or her master or mis-
tress; and in the event of a refusal on the part of said
apprentice so to return, then said justice shall commit said
apprentice to the jail of said county, on failure to give bond,

to the next term of the county court; and it shall be the duty
of said court at the first term thereafter to investigate said
case, and if the court shall be of opinion that said appren-
tice left the employment of his or her master or mistress
without good cause, to order him or her to be punished, as
provided for the punishment of hired freedmen, as may be
from time to time provided for by law for desertion, until
he or she shall agree return to the service of his or her mas-
ter or mistress:...if the court shall believe that said appren-
tice had good cause to quit his said master or mistress, the
court shall discharge said apprentice from said indenture,
and also enter a judgment against the master or mistress for
not more than one hundred dollars, for the use and benefit
of said apprentice....

3. MISSISSIPPI VAGRANT LAW

(LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI, 1865, p. 90)

Sec. 1. Be it enacted, etc.,... That all rogues and vagabonds,
idle and dissipated persons, beggars, jugglers, or persons
practicing unlawful games or plays, runaways, common
drunkards, common night-walkers, pilferers, lewd, wanton,
or lascivious persons, in speech or behavior, common rail-
ers and brawlers, persons who neglect their calling or
employment, misspend what they earn, or do not provide
for the support of themselves or their families, or depen-
dents, and all other idle and disorderly persons, including
all who neglect all lawful business, habitually misspend
their time by frequenting houses of ill-fame, gaming-hous-
es, or tippling shops, shall be deemed and considered
vagrants, under the provisions of this act, and upon convic-
tion thereof shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dol-
lars, with all accruing costs, and be imprisoned at the dis-
cretion of the court, not exceeding ten days.

Sec. 2.... All freedmen, free negroes and mulattoes in
this State, over the age of eighteen years, found on the sec-
ond Monday in January, 1866, or thereafter, with no lawful
employment or business, or found unlawfully assembling
themselves together, either in the day or night time, and all
white persons so assembling themselves with freedmen,
free negroes or mulattoes, or usually associating with
freedmen, free negroes or mulattoes, on terms of equality,
or living in adultery or fornication with a freed woman, free
negro or mulatto, shall be deemed vagrants, and on con-
viction thereof shall be fined in a sum not exceeding, in the
case of a freedman, free negro or mulatto, fifty dollars, and
a white man two hundred dollars, and imprisoned at the
discretion of the court, the free negro not exceeding ten
days, and the white man not exceeding six months....

4. PENAL LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI

(LAWS OF MISSISSIPPI, 1865, p. 165.)
Sec. 1. Be it enacted,...That no freedman, free negro, or
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mulatto, not in the military service of the United States
government, and not licensed so to do by the board of
police of his or her county, shall keep or carry fire-arms
of any kind, or any ammunition, dirk or bowie knife, and
on conviction thereof in the county court shall be pun-
ished by fine, not exceeding ten dollars, and pay the costs
of such proceedings, and all such arms or ammunition
shall be forfeited to the informer; and it shall be the duty
of every civil and military officer to arrest any freedman,
free negro, or mulatto found with any such arms or
ammunition, and cause him or her to be committed to trial
in default of bail.

2....Any freedman, free negro, or mulatto commit-
ting riots, routs, affrays, trespasses, malicious mischief,
cruel treatment to animals, seditious speeches, insulting
gestures, language, or acts, or assaults on any person, dis-
turbance of the peace, exercising the function of a minis-
ter of the Gospel without a license from some regularly
organized church, vending spirituous or intoxicating
liquors, or committing any other misdemeanor, the pun-
ishment of which is not specifically provided for by law,
shall, upon conviction thereof in the county court, be
freed not less than ten dollars, and not more than one hun-
dred dollars, and may be imprisoned at the discretion of
the court, not exceeding thirty days.

Sec. 3....1f any white person shall sell, lend, or give
to any freedman, free negro, or mulatto any firearms, dirk

or bowie knife, or ammunition, or any spirituous or intox-
icating liquors, such person or persons so offending, upon
conviction thereof in the county court of his or her coun-
ty, shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars, and may be
imprisoned, at the discretion of the court, not exceeding
thirty days....

Sec. 5....If any freedman, free negro, or mulatto,
convicted of any of the misdemeanors provided against in
this act, shall fail or refuse for the space of five days, after
conviction, to pay the fine and costs imposed, such person
shall be hired out by the sheriff or other officer, at public
outcry, to any white person who will pay said fine and all
costs, and take said convict for the shortest time.

k% K Kk %k %k X

1.  How did these laws limit the freedom of movement
of ex-slaves? Why was this so important to the
Mississippi legislature?

2. Apprenticeship laws provoked especially bitter
complaints from African Americans. How would
you explain this?

3.  Why did the Black Codes pay so much attention 1o
limiting the social lives of freed people, for
example, sexuality, drinking, recreation?

17-5 Frederick Douglass, Speech
to the American Anti-Slavery
Society, 1865

Congress approved the Thirteenth Amendment abolishing
slavery in February, 1865, and the Union’s final military
victory over the Confederacy that spring assured the
destruction of the slave system. The American Anti-
Slavery Society, long in the forefront of the abolitionist
movement, met in May, 1865, to discuss its future. Black
leader Frederick Douglass addressed the Society, urging
it not to disband but to continue the fight against racial
discrimination.

SOURCE: Philip S. Foner, ed., The Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass, Vol.
IV (1955).

...I do not wish to appear here in any fault-finding spirit,
or as an impugner of the motives of those who believe
that the time has come for this Society to disband. I am
conscious of no suspicion of the purity and excellence of
the motives that animate the President of this Society

[William Lloyd Garrison], and other gentlemen who are
in favor of its disbandment. I take this ground; whether
this Constitutional Amendment [the thirteenth] is law or
not, whether it has been ratified by a sufficient number of
States to make it law or not, I hold that the work of
Abolitionists is not done. Even if every State in the Union
had ratified that Amendment, while the black man is con-
fronted in the legislation of the South by the word
“white,” our work as Abolitionists, as I conceive it, is not
done. I took the ground, last night, that the South, by
unfriendly legislation, could make our liberty, under that
provision, a delusion, a mockery, and a snare, and I hold
that ground now. What advantage is a provision like this
Amendment to the black man, if the Legislature of any
State can to-morrow declare that no black man’s testimo-
ny shall be received in a court of law? Where are we then?
Any wretch may enter the house of a black man, and com-
mit any violence he pleases; if he happens to do it only in
the presence of black persons, he goes unwhipt of justice
[“Hear, hear.”’] And don’t tell me that those people down
there have become so just and honest all at once that they
will not pass laws denying to black men the right to testi-
fy against white men in the courts of law. Why, our
Northern States have done it. Illinois, Indiana and Ohio
have done it. Here, in the midst of institutions that have
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gone forth from old Plymouth Rock, the black man has
been excluded from testifying in the courts of law; and if
the Legislature of every Southern State to-morrow pass a
law, declaring that no Negro shall testify in any courts of
law, they will not violate that provision of the
Constitution. Such laws exist now at the South, and they
might exist under this provision of the Constitution, that
there shall he neither slavery not involuntary servitude in
any State of the Union....

Slavery is not abolished until the black man has the
ballot. While the Legislatures of the South retain the right
to pass laws making any discrimination between black
and white, slavery still lives there. [Applause.] As
Edmund Quincy once said, “While the word ‘white’ is on
the statute-book of Massachusetts, Massachusetts is a
slave State. While a black man can he turned out of a car in
Massachusetts, Massachusetts is a slave State. While a slave
can be taken from old Massachusetts, Massachusetts is a
slave State.” That is what [ heard Edmund Quincy say twen-
ty-three or twenty-four years ago. I never forget such a
thing. Now, while the black man can be denied a vote, while
the Legislatures of the South can take from him the right to
keep and bear runs, as they can—would not allow a Negro
to walk with a cane where I came from, they would not
allow five of them to assemble together —the work of the
Abolitionists is not finished. Notwithstanding the provi-
sion in the Constitution of the United States, that the right
to keep and bear arms shall not be abridged, the black
man has never had the right either to keep or bear arms;
and the Legislatures of the States will still have the power
to forbid it, under this Amendment. They can carry on a
system of unfriendly legislation, and will they not do it?
Have they not got prejudice there to do it with? Think
you, that because they are for the moment in the talons
and beak of our glorious eagle, instead of the slave being
there, as formerly, that they are converted? I hear of the
loyalty at Wilmington, the loyalty at South Carolina—
what is it worth?

[“Not a straw.”]

Not a straw. I thank my friend for admitting it. They
are loyal while they see 200,000 sable soldiers, with glis-
tening bayonets, walking in their midst. [Applause.] But
let the civil power of the South be restored, and the old
prejudices and hostility to the Negro will revive. Aye, the
very fact that the Negro has been used to defeat this rebel -
lion and strike down the standards of the Confederacy
will be a stimulus to all their hatred, to all their malice,
and lead them to legislate with greater stringency towards

this class than ever before. [Applause.] The American
people are bound—bound by their sense of honor (I hope
by their sense of honor, at least, by a just sense of honor),
to extend the franchise to the Negro; and I was going to
say, that the Abolitionists of the American Anti-Slavery
Society were bound to “stand still, and see the salvation
of God,” until that work is done. [Applause.] Where shall
the black man look for support, my friends, if the
American Anti-Slavery Society fails him? [“Hear, hear.”]
From whence shall we expect a certain sound from the
trumpet of freedom, when the old pioneer, when this
Society that has survived mobs, and martyrdom, and the
combined efforts of priest-craft and state-craft to suppress
it, shall all at once subside, on the mere intimation that the
Constitution has been amended, so that neither slavery
not involuntary servitude shall hereafter be allowed in
this land? What did the slaveholders of Richmond say to
those who objected to arming the Negro, on the ground
that it would make him a freeman? Why, they said, “The
argument is absurd. We may make these Negroes fight for
us; but while we retain the political power of the South,
we can keep them in their subordinate positions.” That
was the argument; and they were right. They might have
employed the Negro to fight for them, and while they
retained in their hands power to exclude him from politi-
cal rights, they could have reduced him to a condition
similar to slavery. They would not call it slavery, but
some other name. Slavery has been fruitful in giving itself
names. It has been called “the peculiar institution,” “‘the
social system,” and the “impediment,” as it was called by
the General conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. It has been called by a great many names, and it
will call itself by yet another name; and you and I and all
of us had better wait and see what new form this old mon-
ster will assume, in what new skin this old snake will
come forth. [Loud applause.]
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1. What rights does Douglass see as crucial to
establishing full citizenship for African
Americans?

2. How does Douglass compare black civil rights in

the northern and southern states?

3. What course does Douglass advise for dealing
with the defeated Confederacy?




