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FOREWORD

For those of us involved in the administration of sport, the need for expert legal advice
is a reality, even if a regrettable one. It is therefore a cause for celebration that the four
authors of this book were inspired by the return of the Olympic Games to London this
year to produce a second edition of Sports Law no fewer than 13 years after the first.
Michael Beloff QC was Ethics Commissioner for the London bid itself and ensured that
the bid team which I led avoided the traps set in the complex bidding rules. He is also
someone whom I have known for more than 20 years as a dedicated presence at interna-
tional athletic events; and it is obvious that his co-authors share his genuine interest in
sport as well as his acknowledged legal expertise. The book does not simply seek to set
out the substance of the law in the areas it covers, although that it certainly does. It seeks
to articulate the principles that underlie what they see as a subject in its own right and
not just an amalgamation of other legal subjects. I commend it to everyone who has to
administer sport as well as to those who have to advise the administrators or argue cases
in the field on whatever side. It is a gold medal book.

Lord Coe KBE
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FOREWORD FROM THE FIRST
EDITION

Though I am not qualified in any way, I feel sure that there is a great need for this book.
Since my own sporting days there has been an astonishing and alarming escalation of
legal cases. Sport, essentially simple in nature, is increasingly threatened with issues of
professionalism, sponsorship, serious injury, illegal drug use, and much more. These
problems affect the essential fairness of sport, and without fairness sport is nothing.
Anyone interested in sport must welcome the clarification provided by this comprehen-
sive legal analysis. It is my fervent wish that all the legal problems of sport should be
speedily settled with a maximum of good sense and justice.

Sir Roger Bannister
Oxford
August 1999



PREFACE

In the 13 years since the first edition of this book was published in 1999, ‘sports law’ has
become a widely used expression uttered without apology, embarrassment or equivocation.
It has, if not come of age, at least reached adolescence. Few now dispute the existence of
sports law as a discrete branch of the law.

Regulatory instruments, case law and commentary have proliferated to the point where
it is no longer practicable or sensible to cite all the relevant materials. Therefore, while in
this second edition we have updated the law, we have not departed from our essential mis-
sion: to set out the main principles in a way that is intellectually rigorous, conceptually
sound, as simple as possible and of practical use to all with an interest or involvement in
sport, lawyers and non-lawyers alike.

We have kept the basic structure of the first edition, for we believe it has stood the test of
time. However, we have added fresh sections on the influence of the Olympic movement (in
chapter one), a legal legacy of London 2012, and child protection (in chapter four), a sad
reflection of a growing concern in the sports world.

Except where we have been able to record later developments, the law is stated as at 1 August
2012.

We are deeply indebted to the team at Hart Publishing for their valuable help and support,
to the clerks and staff at Blackstone Chambers, Brick Court Chambers, 11 King’s Bench
Walk Chambers and No5 Chambers and, last but not least, to our long suffering families for
their patience and tolerance during the writing of this second edition.

MB
TK

MD
RJB

London, September 2012
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