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Foreword

Syracuse University, with a dozen professional schools and colleges
in addition to its College of Arts and Sciences, is an ideal labora-
tory for the exploration of relationships between liberal and profes-
sional undergraduate education.

In my inaugural statement as dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences in 1979, I spoke of “the interface between Arts and Sci-
ences colleges and undergraduate professional schools as one of the
relatively unexplored frontiers in higher education, one which we
at Syracuse, with our tradition of flexibility, may be particularly
well qualified to explore.” I voiced the belief that such exploration
“might be of great significance for the future vitality of Syracuse
University—leading . . . to a greatly enriched and nationally distinc-
tive undergraduate program, which is characterized in part by a
strengthened liberal arts education for all, and in part by strength-
ened professional training for many.”

In the years that followed, a number of such bridges were in-
deed constructed in the Syracuse curriculum. The “Liberal Arts
Core” curriculum that had been adopted by the College of Arts and
Sciences was extended to a number of our professional schools,
among them the S. I. Newhouse School of Public Communications.
Professional studies minors for Arts and Sciences students were cre-
ated in the School of Management and in the School of Architec-
ture. A new dual degree program, combining Arts and Sciences with
Computer and Information Sciences, was initiated to supplement
our existing array of dual and combined programs, in which nearly
10 percent of our student body now matriculate. An interdisciplin-
ary six-course minor developing analytical and communications
skills (writing, speech communications, critical thinking, computing,
statistics, and data bases) was implemented cooperatively by Arts and
Sciences and three professional schools.

The success of this series of curricular innovations, which
brought together existing courses and programs of study, suggested
that we might go further to explore the potential for integration of
liberal and professional education through the creation of a new
type of course in our All-University Honors Program. We sought
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courses that would provide approaches to such questions as: What
are the liberal and conceptual foundations of specific professional
disciplines? Can the teaching of the liberal disciplines be enriched by
exploring their application to problems associated with the profes-
sions? In view of the fact that the preponderance of our Honors stu-
dents are narrowly focused either in professional schools or with a
pre-professional orientation within the College of Arts and Sciences,
how can we awaken them to the interrelationships among the vari-
ous liberal arts and professional subjects in their prescribed pro-
grams of study?

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation recognized the creative
nature of this project and offered generous support. Miss Claire List
of the foundation was most helpful in clarifying the nature of the
project, and I acknowledge her contributions and guidance with
gratitude. As frequently happens with pioneering efforts, the com-
pleted project has gone well beyond the boundaries of the initial
foundation proposal in curricular results, in intellectual impact on
faculty and students, and in the refinement of concepts concerning
the essential nature of liberal and professional disciplines. This
book, through which we share the experience at Syracuse, is another
unexpected result. For the University, I extend deep thanks to the
project director, Professor Peter Marsh, for his vision, intellectual
leadership, and tenacity, and to the faculty group who have become
the true “owners” of the project.

The efforts begun when I became dean of Arts and Sciences
are entering a new and most interesting phase. The faculty of the
Mellon Foundation project have charged the University with ex-
tending their conceptions beyond the Honors Program to all the un-
dergraduate curricula. They propose that we develop new courses
throughout the University which acknowledge the essential “em-
beddedness” of all the disciplines and professions. Through these
courses, students will perceive the larger fields of knowledge, action,
and responsibility in which their special subjects are “embedded.”
The dual questions of “relation” and “self-reflection” will be trans-
formed from a marginal position at the boundaries into the very
center of each academic department. It is my hope that the Syracuse
faculty will accept this challenge enthusiastically.

January 1987 Gershon Vincow
Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs, Syracuse University
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Preface

PETER T. MARSH

he boundaries between liberal and professional education are

the most perplexing lines of demarcation in American higher
education today. A large majority of American undergraduates now
qualify for their bachelor’s degrees by taking mixtures of courses
categorized as either liberal or professional, a distinction emphasized
by the administrative separation within universities between liberal
arts and professional colleges. Various curricular arrangements
—some of long standing, some more recent—have been made to
package courses of the two sorts together. Yet all these arrange-
ments have accentuated the dichotomy. The challenge to under-
stand and to help students appreciate the depth of the interrela-
tionship remains to be met.

An experiment to meet this challenge is being conducted at Syr-
acuse, a university long distinguished by its provision of both forms
of undergraduate education. The Syracuse experiment has a good
way to go before it can claim full success. But the approach that it
has developed already has proved singularly fruitful. We present
this study of the experiment as a call and encouragement for further
exploration across the boundaries between liberal and professional
education.

Among the practical components of the experiment, two are
crucial and inseparable. One is the creation of courses that take the
relationship between liberal and professional coursework from the
margins of the curriculum to its center. The other is collaborative
learning among the faculty who teach these courses. This twofold
approach is not simply useful pedagogical practice. It implies and
fosters the belief that no discipline or profession can be rightly
grasped without appreciating its embeddedness in the larger world.
The approach has potentially radical curricular and administrative
implications for American universities. It will require a reconfigu-
ration of liberal and professional education.

The experiment at Syracuse has drawn moral reinforcement
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4 PREFACE

from a succession of national reports on American higher education
that have come out with striking frequency from the inception of the
project to the present: in 1984 from the National Institute of Educa-
tion and from the chairman of the National Endowment for the
Humanities, William Bennett (now Secretary of Education); in 1985
from the Association of American Colleges; and in 1986 from the
Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. Though
written from varying standpoints, all make essentially the same
point: American undergraduate education has lost its coherence
and integrity, and hence much of its value. The blame tends to be
placed on the rapid expansion of career-minded professional studies
and the parallel abandonment of “one of the principle aims of lib-
eral education, . . . to integrate what one has learned in different
disciplines.”

Instead of further documenting the situation described by these
national educators and agencies, the project at Syracuse has at-
tempted to meet the challenge that they present. To do so we assem-
bled faculty, not across the country, but across colleges within this
one university. From the arts and sciences, we drew an English polit-
ical historian who was to lead the project, an American social histo-
rian, a historian of art, an enzymologist, a physicist in neuroscience,
a philosopher of science, a social psychologist, two literary theorists,
and a professor of composition. From the professional schools, we
recruited two civil engineers, management specialists in organization
and in transportation/distribution, a nurse specializing in family
practice, an analyst of advertising, a television and film writer-pro-
ducer, a news journalist, an actor-director, and an artist.?

The cardinal weakness in undergraduate education as analyzed
by the national commissions and experienced among our own fac-
ulty and students has much to do with failure to grasp and to convey
understanding of the bearing of the many fields of liberal and pro-
fessional learning upon each other. The cardinal need, so it seemed,
was to find new, effective ways to integrate liberal and professional
education. That was our initial objective. In order to meet it we had
to dig beneath the surface of and also between each other’s fields of
study. Learning, reading, writing, and discussion in this collabora-
tive context placed us collectively outside our individual specialities
and thus moved us toward our goal. At the same time the goal
changed. Integration, it became clear, is a bland term. It lacks the
incisiveness needed to reflect the concepts and concerns that cut



