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@ Length of Text: 821 words Target time: 12 minutes Time taken:

Doha

In the last few weeks, I happened to visit Doha, and I must say: I was stunned.

Before explaining why, let me acknowledge that chances are you’ve not
visited Doha recently. Indeed, it may be—I presume nothing that you have
never heard of either city. Doha is the capital of Qatar, a tiny state east of
Saudi Arabia. What was astonishing is that I hadn’t been to either city for
more than three years, and I barely recognized either one.

In Doha, since I was last there, a skyline that looks like a mini-Manhattan
has sprouted from the desert. This once sleepy harbor now has a profile of
skycrapers, thanks to a huge injection of oil and gas revenues. Doha, with
millions people, already had a mini-Manhattan when I was last here. But what
I am concerned, alas, is not a travel issue but an energy issue. If you want to
know why I remain a climate skeptic—not a skeptic about climate change,
but a skeptic that we’re going to be able to mitigate it. Can you imagine how
much energy all these new skyscrapers in just the city you’ve never heard of
are going to consume and how much CO, it is going to emit?

I am not blaming it. It is a blessing that their people are growing out
of poverty. And, after all, it’s just following the high-energy growth model
pioneered by America. We're still the world’s biggest energy giants, but we’re
now producing carbon copies in places you’ve never heard of.

Yes, “Americans” are popping up all over now—people who once lived
low-energy lifestyles but by dint of oil wealth or hard work are now moving
into U.S.-style apartments, cars and appliances.

Our planet cannot tolerate so many “Americans”, unless we take the
lead and change what it means to be an American in energy terms. Attention
Kmart shoppers: The world consumed about 66.6 million barrels a day of oil
in 1990. We’re now consuming 83 million barrels a day.

“Demand for oil has grown 22 percent in the U.S. since 1990.”
Margo Oge, director of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of
Transportation and Air Quality, told the Tianjin China Green Car conference
that I attended. “By 2030, the global thirst for oil is forecast to increase by




another 40 percent if we maintain business as usual.” Such an appetite would
devour every incremental green initiative we make.

Hey, I'm really glad you switched to long-lasting compact fluorescent
light bulbs in your house. I’'m glad you bought a hybrid car. But Doha
devoured that before noon. I am glad that the U.S. Congress is debating
whether to bring U.S. auto mileage requirements up to European levels by
2020. Doha will have those gains for lunch—maybe just the first course.
I’'m glad that solar and wind power are “soaring” toward two percent of
U.S. energy generation, but Doha will devour all those gains for dinner. 1
am thrilled that you are now doing the “20 green things” suggested by your
favorite American magazine. Doha will snack on them all, like popcorn before
bedtime.

But, as I said, this is not just about “them”. It is still very much about
us. Peter Bakker is the chief executive of TNT, the biggest express delivery
company in Europe. The Dow Jones Index 2007 just listed TNT as the No. 1
company in terms of energy and environmental practices. Mr. Bakker, whom I
met in China, told me this story:

“We operate 35,000 trucks and 48 aircraft in Europe. We just bought two
Boeing 747s, which, when fully operational, will do nine round trips every
week between our home base in Liége and Shanghai. They leave Ligge only
partly full and every day fly back to Europe as full as you can stuff them
with iPods and computers. By our calculations, just these two 747s will use
as much fuel each week as our 48 other aircraft combined and emit as much
CO,.”

That’s why we’re fooling ourselves. There is no green revolution, or,
if there is, the counter-revolution is trumping it at every turn. Without a
transformational technological breakthrough in the energy space, all of the
incremental gains we’re making will be devoured by the exponential growth
of all the new and old “Americans”.
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'Exercises

I. Skimming and Scanning
Directions: Go over the passage quickly and answer the following questions.

For questions 1-7, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

1. This article is an argumentative writing about how fast Doha has achieved economic
progress. ¥

2. From the article, we can infer that the author must have visited Doha before. Y
3. Due to its comprehensive economic development, Doha has achieved great progress in recent
years according to the author. Y '

4. The population of Doha is more than that of Manhattan. X .
5. The author thinks that Doha should be criticized for consuming too much energy and emitting

too much CO,. Y |
6. Margo Oge thinks fast oil demand of any other country is threatening the U.S. oil

consumption.




7. According to Mr. Bakker, the reason why these two Boeing 747s consumed the same fuel and
emit as much as CO, with 48 other aircraft is due to European’s great demand of stuffs from
Shanghai. Y

8. The model America once developed is a model.

9. The only possible solution to save energy is
10. In the last sentence, the word “Americans” refers to

Directions: /n this part, there is a summary of the selection you have just read. Read it through carefully and
select one word for each blank from the word bank given below. You may not use any of the words in the bank

more than once.

afford

concern

Doha

When the author pays a visit to Doha again several years later, he feels greatly 1. and
astonished because the city has developed and expanded so 2. that he could hardly
recognize.

The 3. of the author is not an 4. of travel sightseeing, but the high-energy
growth model, which used to be pioneered by America and would greatly affect climate by
5. enormous amounts of CO, into air.

Some Americans claim that they have taken actions to save energy by switching lights or
buying a 6. car, but Doha would 7. the energy it has spared. However, the author
calls for more reflections on themselves and 8. the high-energy model practiced in Doha
to the American way of life.

Finally, the author is of the opinion that if Americans don’t take a lead to change, or there is
no technological 9. in energy field, the earth cannot 10. the high-energy growth
model to satisfy increasing needs from both America and Doha.
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1. stunned 2. dramatically
3. concern 4. issue

5. emitting 6. hybrid

7. devour 8. attributes

9. breakthrough 10. afford
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Directions: There is a passage for skimming and scanning. Try to go through it

quickly within the target time, and finish the follow-up exercises.

Europe Pushes to Get Fuel from Fields

The previous growing season, this lush coastal field near Rome was filled
with rows of wheat, used to make high quality pasta. Today it overflows with
rapeseed, a tall, gnarled weed like plant bursting with yellow flowers for
European farmers: Rapeseed can be turned into biofuel.

Motivated by generous subsidies to develop alternative energy sources
and a measure of concern about the future of the planet—Europe’s farmers are
beginning to grow crops that can be turned into fuels meant to produce fewer
emissions than gas or oil. They are chasing their counterparts in the Americas
who have been raising crops for biofuel for more than five years.

“This is a much needed boost to our economy, our farms,” said Marcello
Pini, 50, a farmer, standing in front of the rapeseed he planted for the first
time. “Of course, we hope it helps the environment, too.”

In March, the European Commission, disappointed by the slow growth
of the biofuels industry, approved a directive that included a “binding target”
requiring member countries to use 10 percent biofuel for transport by 2020—
the most ambitious and specific goal in the world. Most European countries
are far from achieving the target, and are introducing incentives and subsidies
to bolster production.

As a result, bioenergy crops have replaced food as the most profitable
crop in several European countries. In this part of Italy, for example, the
government guarantees the purchase of biofuel crops at 22 Euros for 100
kilograms, or $13.42 for 100 pounds—nearly twice the 11 to 12 Euros for 100
kilograms of wheat on the open market in 2006. Better still, farmers can plant
biofuel crops on “set aside” fields, land that Europe’s agriculture policy would
otherwise require to be left fallow.

But an expert panel convened by the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization pointed out that the biofuels boom produces benefits
as well as trade-offs and risks—including higher and wildly fluctuating food
prices. In some markets, grain prices have nearly doubled.

“At a time when agricultural prices are low, in comes biofuel and
imgpdves the lot of farmers and injects life into rural areas,” said Gustavo
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Best, an expert at the Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome. “But as
the scale grows and the demand for biofuel crops seems to be infinite, we’re
seeing some negative effects and we need to hold up a yellow light.”

Josette Sheeran, the new head of the United Nations World Food .................. 8
Program, which fed nearly 90 million people in 2006, said that the biofuels
created new problems. “An increase in grain prices impacts us because we
are a major procurer of grain for food,” she said. “So biofuels are both a
challenge and an opportunity.”

In Europe, the rapid conversion of fields that once grew wheat or barley .................. 9
to biofuel crops like rapeseed is already leading to shortages of the ingredients
for making pasta and brewing beer, suppliers say. That could translate into
higher prices in supermarkets.

“New and increasing demand for bioenergy production has put high ............. 10
pressure on the whole world grain market,” said Claudia Conti, a spokesman
for Barilla, one of the largest Italian pasta makers. “Not only German beer
producers, but Mexican tortilla makers have seen the cost of their main raw
material growing quickly to historical highs.”

Some experts are more worried about the potential impact to low income  ................ 11
consumers. In the developing world, the shift to more lucrative biofuel crops
destined for richer countries could create serious hunger and damage the
environment if wild land is converted to biofuel cultivation, the agriculture
panel concluded.

But officials at the European Commission say they are pursuing a ................ 12
measured course that will prevent some of the price and supply problems seen
in American markets. In a recent speech, Mariann Fischer Boel, the European
agriculture and rural development commissioner, said that the 10 percent
target was “not a shot in the dark,” but was carefully chosen to encourage a
level of growth for the biofuel industry that would not produce undue hardship
for Europe’s poor.

She calculated that this approach would push up raw material prices for ................ 13
cereal by three percent to six percent by 2020, while prices for oilseed might '
rise five percent to 18 percent. But food prices on the shelves would barely
change, she said.

Yet even as the European program begins to harvest biofuels in greater ................ 14
volume, homegrown production is still far short of what is needed to reach
the 10 percent goal: Europe’s farmers produced an estimated 2.9 billion liters,
or 768 million gallons, of biofuel in 2004, far shy of the 3.4 billion gallons
generated in the United States in the period. In 2005, biofuel accounted for
around one percent of Europe’s fuel, according to European statistics, with

—— 7



almost all of that in Germany and Sweden. The biofuel share in Italy was 0.51
percent, and in Britain, 0.18 percent.

That could be a threat to European markets as foreign producers like Brazil
or other developing countries like Indonesia and Malaysia try to ship their
biofuels to markets where demand, subsidies and tax breaks are the greatest.

Ms. Fischer Boel recently acknowledged that Europe would have to import
at least a third of what it would need to reach its 10 percent biofuels target.
Some politicians fear that could hamper development of a local industry,
while perversely generating tons of new emissions as “green” fuel is shipped
thousands of kilometers across the Atlantic, instead of coming from the farm
next door. Such imports could make biofuel far less green in other ways as
well—for example if Southeast Asian rainforest is destroyed for cropland.

Brazil, a country with a perfect climate for sugar cane and vast amounts of
land, started with subsidies years ago to encourage the farming of sugar cane
for biofuels, partly to take up “excess capacity” in its flagging agricultural
sector. The auto industry jumped in, too. In 2003, Brazilian automakers started
producing flex-fnel cars that could run on biofuels, including locally produced
ethanol. Today, 70 percent of new cars in the country are flex-fuel models, and
Brazil is one of the largest growers of cane for ethanol.

Analysts are unsure if the Brazilian achievement can be replicated in
Europe or anywhere else. Sugar takes far less energy to convert to biofuel than
almost any product. Yet after a series of alarming reports on climate change,
the political urgency to move faster is clearly growing.
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. Exercises

Directions: In this part, there are 10 incomplete statements or questions. For each of them there are four choices

marked A, B, C and D. You should decide on the BEST choice that conforms to the content of the passage.

1.

Farmers near Rome would have planted during previous growing season.

A. wheat B. pasta C. rapeseed D. weed like plant
. Which of the following is NOT the reason for European farmers to grow biofuel crops?

A. Motivation. B. Money offered from government.

C. Concerns about global peace. D. Good models of American farmers.

. According to the passage, which of the following is not mentioned as the disadvantage of

planting biofuel crops?

A. A heavy burden of subsidies from government.
B. High price of biofuel crops.

C. Easily changeable food prices.

D. More and more trade-offs.

- When the demand for biofuel is increasing, which of the following is NOT true?

A. More resources will be poured into rural areas.

B. More and more “set aside” fields will be cultivated for biofuel crops.

C. More and more infinite biofuels will be imported from Brazil or some other developing
countries into Europe.

D. More and more negative sides will be brought.

- In BEurope, high prices of pasta and brewing beer are due to

A. inflation B. increasing fields for biofuel food
C. rising prices in supermarkets D. reasons not mentioned

- By saying 10 percent target was “not a shot in the dark”, Mariann Fischer Boel means that

the 10 percent target

A. will harm the Europe’s poor

B. is a carefully calculated goal

C. is the same as that in America

D. will prevent some price problems in the markets

- According to European statistics, which country produced the most volume of biofuel?

A.The U. S. B. Germany and Sweden.
C. Italy. D. Britain.

- Which of the following is the reason why Brazil and other developing countries like

Indonesia and Malaysia ship their biofuels to some European markets?
A. Greater demand. B. Allowance.




C. Reducing tax. D. All of the above.

9. Some politicians concerned about to “green” fuel shipped into Europe.
A. subsidies B. tax breaks
C. too much cost of shipping D. new emissions of shipping biofuels
10. What is the reason for Brazil to become one of the largest growers of cane for ethanol?
A. Perfect climate and vast land. B. Subsidies.
C. Autoindustry. D. All of the above.

Il. Word Power Building
Directions: In this part, there is a summary of the selection you have just read. Read it through carefully and
select one word for each blank from the word bank given below. You may not use any of the words in the bank

more than once.

biofuel  seeking  subsidies ‘potential  share
‘hamper ~  profits negative alarming ethanol
environment ﬂucmating transport lucrative low-income

Europe Pushes to Get Fuel from Fields

Nowadays, European farmers are planting crops for 1. instead of wheat, which will
bring them economic 2. and environment benefits. The European Commission offers
more incentives and 3. in order to reach the ambitious and specific target of 10 percent of
biofuel for transport use by 2020.

But some experts point out that biofuels may bring 4. effects as well as benefits,
such as the 5. food prices because of the infinite demand for biofuel crops. And the
increasing demand for more bioenergy production has added high pressure upon the whole world
grain market. Others are more concerned about the 6. hunger for 7. consumers
and serious damage of environment because wild land is converted to biofuel cultivation.

In order to cope with this problem, officials at European Commission say they are
8. for a measured course which may solve the problems of price and supply which
happened in America. They claim that the 10 percent target is set after careful calculation, which
would not influence the quality life of Europe’s poor. But it is not so easy to reach the target, for
the market 9. of biofuel produced in Europe is so little that Brazil and other developing
countries may transport their biofuels into European market and thus such imports may
10. the local industry development.
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0= Key to Part II

1. biofuel 2. profits
3. subsidies 4. negative
5. fluctuating 6. potential
7. low-income 8. seeking
9. share 10. hamper




