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Abbreviations and Acronyms

SARS Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome

ICU Intensive Care Unit

cbhC Centers for Disease Control

WHO The World Health Organization

CCCPC The Central Committee of Communist Party of
China

NPC The National People’s Congress

CPPCC The Chinese People’s Political Consultative
Conference

PLA The People’s Liberation Army

CCTV China Central Television

ED Emergency Department

CAE The Chinese Academy of Engineering

CAS The Chinese Academy of Sciences




PAPF

The People’s Armed Police Forces

PAP The People’s Armed Police

CAAC Civil Aviation Administration of China

INMARSAT International Maritime Satellite Organization

ID Identity

ICBC Industrial and Commercial Bank of China

SAR search and rescue

CISAR China International Search and Rescue Team

S. Col. Senior Colonel

MCH Hospital Maternal and Child Health Hospital

UN The United Nations

BJT Beijing Time

CCCC China Communications Construction Corporation

SASAC The State-Owned Assets Supervision and
Administration Commission

MFA Ministry of Foreign Affairs

COSCO China Ocean Shipping Company

CNS Chinese Navy Ship

UAE United Arab Emirates

MV motor vessel / merchant vessel

CNOOC China National Offshore Oil Corporation

CCECC China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation
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PREFACE

However progressive it is, the human society can never stop natural
disasters from occurring. Disasters deprive the human beings of their
lives and properties, and expose them to physical and mental pains.

Disasters are ruthless, but love is boundless. The 1976 Tangshan
earthquake, the 1998 flood, the 2003 SARS infection, the 2008 snow
disaster in South China, the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake, and the
2010 Yushu earthquake... Whenever there was a catastrophe, both
the Chinese Government and the common populace would exert
their efforts to provide assistance to the disaster-hit areas. Besides the
domestic disaster relief operations, the Chinese rescue forces have also
been providing humanitarian assistances abroad, delivering their love
and care to every corner of the world that needed it, such as in the 2003
Algerian earthquake, the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami, the 2005 Pakistani
earthquake, the 2010 Haitian earthquake, the 2011 Libyan riots, the 2011
Japanese earthquake, the 2014 MH370 disappearance and the 2014 Ebola
outbreak, etc.

Recorded in this publication are six of the major relief operations
that China has provided domestically and internationally so far. In fact,
similar stories of humanitarian reliefs happen every day, and these are
only several sprays retrieved from the sea of love. The brilliance of
humanity always glitters in the humanitarian relief operations.

China’s humanitarian relief operations are a sublimation of the
traditional spirit of the Chinese nation. Through these touching relief
operations, it can be found that the traditional Chinese ethic and morality
are still striding on.



In the 5,000 years of its civilization and development, the Chinese
nation has formed up the national spirit of solidarity, fraternity and
ceaseless self-improvement. Such spirit, expressed by ancient Chinese as
benevolence, justice and faith, has so far been deeply rooted in the blood
of the Chinese nation. Therefore, once a disaster occurred, there would
be countless servicemen standing up bravely to shoulder their duties
and countless common people and volunteers gathering there to stretch
out their helping hands. And the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
has become the most powerful representative of such spirit, as they
are always linked with the interests of the people by sharing weal and
woe with them. Just as the Austrian newspaper News put it, “No other
militaries in the world can parallel the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
in responding to disasters. To the Chinese people, the PLA is no doubt
the savior in difficulties.”

China’s humanitarian relief operations are a manifestation of
China’s socialist core values and the specific embodiment of the Chinese
Dream. Putting people first is where the core of modern Chinese values
lies, where our spiritual power of bravely facing and conquering disasters
lies, and where the consistent guideline for China’s relief operations
lies. Allowing every Chinese people a happy life, allowing the peoples
around the wotld a harmonious and stable environment and allowing the
Mankind common progress in the community of common destiny, all
are the specific connotations of the Chinese Dream.

Disasters bring us together and tribulations take the human forward.
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