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PREFACE

In this book I have tried succinctly to expound the fundamentals of both substantive and
procedural international criminal law. In so doing, I have made an effort to conceptual-
ize as much as possible; that is, give what I hope is a coherent theoretical framework to
the patchwork of disparate rules, principles, concepts, and legal constructs that at present
make up international criminal law.

I would be content if this book could serve as a general introduction, for both students
and practitioners, to this fascinating branch of law and as a stimulus to other scholars or
practitioners to delve deeper into the basic notions of international criminal law.

All the national or international cases that seemed relevant to a particular matter under
discussion have been cited. The purpose of my mentioning cases (mostly in footnotes, in
order to make the text smoother) is not only to support a specific proposition by refer-
ence to the jurisprudence relating thereto, or to show how courts have applied a rule of
law, or what interpretation they have placed on it. My aim is also to point to the historical
and human dimension of cases. For this purpose, I have as far as possible recounted the
facts behind the courts’ legal findings. For one should never forget that this body of law,
more than any other, results from a myriad of smaller or greater tragedies. Each crime is
a tragedy, for the victims and their relatives, the witnesses, the community to which they
belong, and even the perpetrator who, when brought to trial, will endure the ordeal of
criminal proceedings and, if found guilty, may suffer greatly, in the form of deprivation
of life, at worst, or of personal liberty, at best. Law, it is well known, filters and rarefies the
halo of horror and suffering surrounding crimes. As a consequence, when one reads a law
book or a judgment, one may tend to forget the violent origin of criminal law prescriptions.
That origin, however, remains the underpinning of those prescriptions. To recall it may
serve as a reminder of the true historical source of criminal law. This branch of law is about
human folly, wickedness, and aggressiveness. It deals with the darkest side of our nature. It
also deals with how society confronts vicious violence and seeks to stem it as far as possible
s0 as ‘to make gentle the life on this world’.

To provide the English-speaking reader with details of cases in other languages, 1
have relied extensively upon relevant judgments in Dutch, French, German, Italian, and
Spanish, besides the most significant cases in English. Translations are mine, unless indi-
cated to the contrary.

The reader interested in consulting the treaties and other documents cited in this book,
as well as the relevant legal literature in English, may use the Oxford University Press com-
panion web site: www.oup.com/uk/best.textbooks/law/cassese_ internationalcriminallaw

I'am grateful to Laura Magi for skilfully helping me revise, update, and enrich this text.

In this second edition I have restructured the book, revised and updated all the chapters,
and expunged some sections that have now appeared to me to be less relevant.

['am much beholden to Paola Gaeta for kindly reading and making insightful comments
on some chapters. Of course, the responsibility for any misapprehension that may remain
rests solely with me.
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