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PREFACE

Many of the changes in this edition of The Elusive Eden result from
comments and suggestions by students and colleagues; the same
principles, however, have guided our thinking about each version.
Convictions resulting from our collective seventy-plus years of teach-
ing the state’s history—that Californians, natives and newcomers
alike, study their state’s past out of genuine (sometimes avid) inter-
est and that they like a good story—persisted unabated. Conse-
quently, the book’s original organizational format remains, with only
a few changes. After an introductory prologue of three chapters
(Part I), the book is arranged in a series of generally chronological
parts, each consisting of three chapters and dealing with a recog-
nized era. The first chapter in each set is a detailed narrative about a
specific person or event directly related to the history of the period
under study. The two subsequent chapters are traditional, chrono-
logically based accounts of the broader history of the period. For this
edition the last chapter has been completely rewritten to reflect re-
cent scholarship and to bring the history up to date.

The narrative chapters are designed to give the reader a feel for
the “texture” of history by suggesting how individuals and groups
grappled with and shaped historical change. In some cases these
chapters include passages from primary sources to provide a distinct
flavor of the time. We hope that each will capture the interest of
readers, provoke thought and debate, and encourage them to seek
further information about the topics introduced. The narrative
chapters also illuminate the drama and excitement of history, investi-
gate subjects of current interest, and strive to elaborate the cultural
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diversity of California. They focus on all sections of the state: north
and south, central valleys and coast, urban and rural settings.
Two deal with women (Chapters 10 and 19), one with Indians
(Chapter 4), one with the Mexican heritage (Chapter 7), two with
the ethnic minority experience (Chapters 22 and 25), and one with
recent environmental controversy (Chapter 28). An introductory
paragraph to provide context and elaborate purpose precedes each
narrative chapter.

Because of the organizational framework the authors have cho-
sen, the narrative chapters also do not appear in strict chronological
order. They may highlight events occurring in the beginning, mid-
dle, or even the end of the period of history in the unit. The authors
believe, however, that they provide a commentary on the main
themes of the chronological chapters that follow and that the advan-
tages to be gained in reader interest and opportunity for discussion
outweigh the disadvantages of historical discontinuity.

In our approach to issues such as ethnic minorities and gender,
we have adhered to the conviction that respect for these topics and
for history itself mandates that they be woven into the historical fab-
ric rather than treated in a patchwork of detached chapters, as if
they were somehow isolated from the warp and woof of human af-
fairs. Accordingly, accounts of the changing status of women and the
struggle of ethnic minorities to survive and progress in frequently
hostile social environments—as well as the contributions of both to
California history—are, with a few exceptions, integral parts of chap-
ters, and therefore not highly visible in the table of contents. Cul-
tural development is treated with a specific section at the end of
each part, beginning with Part II, and in Feature Essays distributed
throughout the book.

Dealing with the vast scope, incredible diversity, and fascinating
nuances of California history continues to confront us with painful
decisions in this edition. Finding space to deal with additional ethnic
and gender issues and recent developments make judgments about
abbreviating or deleting treatments of events or personalities more
difficult than ever. With those who find their favorite episodes in the
story of the state neglected, we can only empathize; some of our own
individually cherished episodes fell victim to our collective editorial
axe. We have expanded lists of suggested reading at the end of each
part to compensate for the loss and to include important recent
scholarship. Interested readers will find general bibliographies of the
state’s history listed in the suggested readings following the Prologue.

In this version of the book, like the first two, each of us under-
took principal responsibility for specific chapters: Professor Rice for
Chapters 7-9, 19-24, and 30; Professor Bullough for Chapters
10-12, 16-18, and 25-27; Professor Orsi for Chapters 1-6, 13-15,
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and 28 and 29. Initials of specific authors appear at the end of each
Feature Essay. Although collaboration continued to inform our col-
lective effort, each of us assumes responsibility solely for the content
of his parts of the book.
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