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Introduction

s the interest in the Internet and its World Wide Web has skyrocketed, so
has the desire of both organizations and individuals to have a presence
there, to put up their own web sites and be a part of the Internet
phenomenon. At the same time, organizations are using the same
technology to install intranets at a geometric rate, and therefore they
have the need to create their own web sites to use internally. The problem has been
that the tools to create both Internet and intranet web sites have been very crude and
anything but easy to use. FrontPage has changed all of that. FrontPage provides a very
easy-to-use, full-featured set of tools for the expert creation, delivery, and maintenance
of web sites. And FrontPage does this in a WYSIWYG environment where you can see
what you are doing as you are doing it.
Unfortunately, FrontPage comes with a slim manual that gives only the briefest of
instructions. FrontPage 98: The Complete Reference fills this void by giving you a clear,
concise, hands-on guide to this extremely powerful product.

B About This Book

FrontPage 98: The Complete Reference leads you through the planning, creation, testing,
deployment, and maintenance of both intranet and Internet web sites with FrontPage.
It does this using substantial real-world examples and clear, step-by-step instructions.
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All of the major features of FrontPage are explained and demonstrated in such a way
that you can follow along and see for yourself how each is used, including database
connectivity and the incorporation of Java, ActiveX, JavaScript, and Visual Basic
Script. In addition, this book takes you beyond basic FrontPage web site creation and
introduces you to HTML and how to use it with FrontPage, as well as how to set up an
intranet site, how to manage Internet and intranet security, and how to publish and
promote your web site. FrontPage 98: The Complete Reference provides the one complete
reference on how to make the most of FrontPage. If you are going to purchase
FrontPage, or if you already use it, you need this book!

B How This Book Is Organized

FrontPage 98: The Complete Reference is written the way most people learn. It starts by

reviewing the basic concepts and then uses a learn-by-doing method to demonstrate

the major features of the product. Throughout, the book uses detailed examples and

clear explanations to give you the insight needed to make the fullest use of FrontPage.
The book begins by introducing you to web sites and FrontPage:

B Chapter 1, "Designing and Creating Quality Web Applications," explores the
world of the Internet and intranets and looks at what makes good web pages.

B Chapter 2, "Exploring FrontPage," takes you on a tour of the major FrontPage
features, giving you a taste of the power inherent in this product.

The next nine chapters demonstrate each of the major features of FrontPage by
leading you through examples of their implementation:

B Chapter 3, "Using Wizards and Themes," shows you how to create webs and
web pages with these powerful tools.

B Chapter 4, "Using Templates," not only demonstrates the use of
templates in creating both webs and web pages, but also how to create
templates themselves.

B Chapter 5, "Using Microsoft Image Composer," shows you how to create and
edit graphics that can be used in webs.

B Chapter 6, "Creating and Formatting a Web Page from Scratch," sets aside the
wizards and templates and looks at the steps necessary to create a full-featured
web on your own.

B Chapter 7, "Adding and Managing Hyperlinks and Hotspots," explores how to
add interactivity and interconnectedness to your web.

B Chapter 8, "Using Tables and Frames," describes two completely different
methods of segmenting a page and shows how you can make the best use of
these tools.
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B Chapter 9, "Working with Forms," explains ways to let the web user
communicate back to you, the web creator.

B Chapter 10, "Using FrontPage Components," describes how to both automate
some of the web creation process, as well as extend a web’s interactive features.

B Chapter 11, "Importing and Integrating Office and Other Files," shows you
how to use existing or legacy files in your intranet and Internet webs.

The final eight chapters cover ways of extending and enhancing what you can do
with FrontPage.

B Chapter 12, "Working with HTML," provides an extensive introduction to the
HTML language and how to use it with FrontPage.

B Chapter 13, "Web Scripting Languages,” describes and shows you how to use
JavaScript and Visual Basic Script with your FrontPage webs.

B Chapter 14, "Active Server Pages," explores how to create and use JavaScript
and VBScript to control and run tasks on the web server to greatly expand the
capability of a web.

B Chapter 15, "Working with Databases," introduces you to interactive databases
and shows you how to incorporate them in your own FrontPage webs to
dynamically change the web’s contents.

B Chapter 16, "Activating Your Webs," describes how Java, ActiveX, and
Dynamic HTML can be used to activate web sites and then shows you how to
incorporate them in your own webs.

B Chapter 17, "Security on the Web," looks at what the Internet and intranet
security issues are and explains what you can do to minimize the risks.

B Chapter 18, "Setting Up an Intranet Web Site," leads you through the steps to
create an intranet in your organization and describes a case study of doing it in
an intermediate-sized firm.

B Chapter 19, "Publishing and Promoting Webs on the Internet," looks at how to
locate an Internet service provider, how to transfer your completed webs to
their servers, and then how to promote your webs once they’re online.

FrontPage 98: The Complete Reference concludes with two appendixes:

B Appendix A, "Installing FrontPage 98," provides a detailed set of instructions
on how to install all the components on the Microsoft FrontPage 98 CD under
different circumstances.

II It is strongly recommended that you choose the Typical installation and that
: you let the Setup program create the default directories where FrontPage will
be installed.
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Appendix B, "Using the Companion CD-ROM," describes the many pieces of
software that are included on the CD that is packaged with the book, as well as
the files that were used or created in this book.

B Conventions Used in This Book

FrontPage 98: The Complete Reference uses several conventions designed to make the
book easier for you to follow. Among these are

Bold type is used for text that you are to type from the keyboard.

Italic type is used for a word or phrase that is being defined or otherwise
deserves special emphasis.

The Courier typeface is used for the HTML code that is either produced by
FrontPage or entered by the user.

SMALL CAPITAL LETTERS are used for keys on the keyboard such as ENTER
and SHIFT.

When you are expected to enter a command, you are told to press the key(s). If
you are to enter text or numbers, you are told to type them.
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