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Over the years, this publication has become one of the most valued
publications relating to our nation’s security. My heartiest congratulations
on your endeavours, and I wish you all the very best for the future.

M. K. Narayanan
Governor, West Bengal and former National Security Advisor

The annual INSAR has established itself as an indispensable reference
document on India’s foreign and security policies for foreign affairs scholars
and practitioners alike. Its contributors are chosen with great care from among
foremost experts in the field. I have no doubt that in the years to come it will
continue to maintain its high level of erudition and quality.

Shyam Saran
Chairman, National Security Advisory Board and
former Foreign Secretary, Government of India

This book should be a required reading for those interested in issues
concerning India’s national security. The National Power Index (in the 2012
volume), a smartly designed tool, is an effective marker of comprehensive
national power.

Indrani Bagchi
Diplomatic Editor, The Times of India

Prof. Satish Kumar's continuing efforts to record events and trends relevant
to national security cannot but become integral to the larger need to elevate
awareness of strategic issues and grow a culture that is quick to take stock
of the dangers and opportunities around us,

Indranil Banerjie
The Asian Age

+

This series, India’s National Security Annual Review, was conceptualised in
the year 2000 in the wake of India’s nuclear tests and the Kargil War in order
to provide an in-depth and holistic assessment of national security threats and
challenges and to enhance the level of national security consciousness in the
country. The first volume was published in 2001. Since then, twelve volumes
have been published consecutively. This series has become an indispensable
source of reference and analysis on issues of critical importance to India’s
national security. The main features of the thirteenth volume include a review
of the national security situation in the previous year, an analysis of upcoming
challenges and opportunities in the field of national security, a strategic profile
of emerging powers, spotlight on some critical areas to make India a stronger
nation and a chronology of major events in the preceding year.
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Preface

India finds itself in the vortex of a changing balance of power at
the global level. This is characterised by assertiveness of China in
the Asia-Pacific region, rebalancing of military deployments by the
US with the ‘pivot’ to be shifted to Asia, re-emergence of Russia
refusing to be contained by the US through machinations like missile
deployment and NATO extension, and the rise of middle powers
which constitute a group like the BRICS or are configured in power
calculations as the ‘Next Eleven’ (see Section IV). The concomitant
but significant developments include the withdrawal of US troops
from Afghanistan (in 2014) and the relaxation of US pressure on Iran
(in 2013) subsequent to the election of President Rouhani.

This volume, thirteenth in the series, tries to examine these devel-
opments in Section I and trace the manner in which India structured its
relations with major powers so that they serve as dependable anchors
of its national security in the true spirit of strategic partnerships. At
the same time, it makes an in-depth assessment of threats from its
adversaries, mainly China and Pakistan. There is a special focus on
China’s attempts to establish a strategic foothold in all countries in
India’s neighbourhood. We have also made an attempt to examine
the extent to which the South Asian region has been affected by
Islamist radicalisation, the role of Pakistan and its likely impact on
the political and social stability of India.

In Section 11, we draw attention to the imminent challenges that
India faces in the external and internal security environment and the
opportunities that are opening up for India to further its interests. In
Section III, an attempt has been made to point out certain specific
areas of policy processes and power projections in which India
has enough potential but fails to realise it in the interest of national
security for reasons of selfishness, short-sightedness and inefficiency.
Section IV carries a new feature highlighting the strategic profile of
newly emerging countries which might be significant actors in the
international system in the next ten or twenty years. Section V carries
the chronology of major events of the previous year, which is an
annual feature.

India’s National Security Annual Review (INSAR) is a publication of
the Foundation for National Security Research (FNSR), an independent
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research centre supported by the National Security Council Secretariat
(NSCS) and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). We are grateful
to them for their continuing support. However, the views expressed
in this volume are not necessarily those of the NSCS or the CII.

The Governing Board of FNSR and the Editorial Board of INSAR
have constantly guided the Editor in the preparation of this volume
particularly with regard to the focus of the volume and the choice
of topics and contributors. The Chairman of these two Boards,
Amb. M. Rasgotra, lent the benefit of his vision and wisdom to the
proceedings of the Boards. The Editor is grateful to the Chairman
and the members of the Boards for their valuable contribution and
support. The Editor would also like to thank the distinguished authors
who have written for this volume.

The editorial and research staff of the Foundation, despite their
professional and personal distractions, worked hard to complete
this volume and keep its standard as high as possible. The Editor
would like to acknowledge the role played by Dr Valte, Samuel Rajiv,
Priyadarshini Ghosh, Arundhati Sharma, Kasturi Moitra, Deepmala
Mishra, Divya Rani, Chayanika Deka, Ankita Borah, and Anubha
Rastogi and thank them for their dedication, commitment and sense
of responsibility.

December 2013 Editor
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