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Preface

This book is an introduction to applied ethics, that is, to the philosophy of
morality as it applies to practical moral needs. It focuses on the moral con-
cerns of everyday life more than on general social issues (although many of
these are explored as well). Moral character is explored in all its dimensions:
virtues, vices, attitudes, emotions, commitments, and personal relationships,
in addition to right and wrong conduct.

Applied moral philosophy, as approached here, seeks to clarify, organize,
and enrich our grasp of practical moral interests. It seeks to sharpen the ideas
that we use as tools in coping responsibly with our daily lives. And it ex-
plores contrasting moral perspectives that increase moral understanding.

I have tried to maintain contact with the wellspring of common moral
experience, or at least overlapping moral understanding, that enables us to
discuss moral issues with one another. I have also attempted to heed
Moliére’s injunction to “humanize your talk, and speak to be understood”
(the counsel he offers to writers in The Critique of the School for Wives). The
aim of this book is to stimulate personal reflection and group dialogue rather
than to offer solutions. This remains true even in places where I set forth my
own views instead of merely summarizing those of others.

The book contains twenty-three chapters organized by unifying themes
into six parts. Numerous discussion topics and suggested readings are
provided at the end of each chapter. Some of the readings discussed and rec-
ommended are works of literature and social science, reflecting the inter-
disciplinary approach present in much of the book.

Second Edition

Well over a third of the material in the second edition is new. Six chapters
have been added on the topics of drug abuse, suicide and euthanasia, abortion,
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interpersonal conflicts, the environment, and moral reasons. Several addi-
tional chapters have been extensively revised and reorganized. There are ex-
panded discussions on many topics, including ethical relativism, egoism,
self-respect, self-knowledge, authenticity, affirmative action, surrogate moth-
erhood, and animals. All chapters contain some revisions, including fresh
case studies, additional discussion topics, and updated bibliographies.
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