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PREFACE

The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World (OEIW)
deals with all aspects of Islam—the world’s second larg-
est and fastest-growing religion—and the societies in
which it exists, including their religion, politics, econom-
ics, everyday life, culture, and thought. The Encyclopedia
makes available to students, political analysts, journalists,
and common readers the best, most accurate, and most
balanced scholarship on the Islamic world.

In the Preface to the 1995 edition of The Oxford
Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World (OEMIW),
I wrote that “Events in recent decades have underscored
the need for a major reference work that provides imme-
diate access to current scholarship on the presence and
influence of Islam on a global scale” OEMIW met that
need and has been the major reference work on the mod-
ern Islamic world since its publication.

The need for knowledge of the Islamic world has
increased exponentially. The attacks of September
11, 2001, brought the Islamic world and the West into
even closer contact and confrontation, including the
American-led interventions in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Since then the world has seen global terrorism, conflict
between Israel and the Palestinians, the continued role
of religion in Muslim politics and society, the expansion
of Islam in sub-Saharan Africa, the growth of Muslim
communities in North America and Europe, resistance
to political and cultural dependence on the West and

to Western values, the application of Turkey to join the
European Union, the rise of Islamic militant groups to
positions of power, and pressures for democratization.
At the same time, knowledge—and even more impor-
tant, understanding—of Islam in the West has become
politicized and itself a source of contention and con-
flict; Islamophobia has increased significantly. Thus,
the need for an accurate, more comprehensive, and up-
to-date depiction and interpretation of Islam and the
Islamic world and the resulting decision to produce the
OEIW.

OEIW represents a substantial expansion of OEMIW.
It includes not only OEMIW’s coverage of Muslim soci-
eties and communities in the modern world (from the
eighteenth century to the present), but also extensive
coverage of religious and historical background extend-
ing back to the beginnings of Islam. OEIW covers the
full geographical extent of Islam, including not only the
countries in which Islam is dominant—from Morocco
in western Africa to Indonesia in Southeast Asia—but
also regions in which Muslims live as minorities, such
as Europe and the Americas. New articles were commis-
sioned and, where necessary, OEMIW articles and their
bibliographies were updated. When articles were to be
revised, the original contributor was asked to perform
the revision. If the author was unable to do so, another
scholar took on the task.
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Many of the articles in the Encyclopedia take a broad
comparative approach in dealing with issues across many
countries and many centuries. They represent the insights
of Islamic scholars, historians, and social scientists. The
articles in the Encyclopedia have been organized into the
following major categories:

History and Geography

Religious Belief

Religious Practice, Devotionalism, and Ritual
Mysticism

Islamic Law

Theology, Philosophy, Ideology

Schools of Thought

Politics

Economics

Culture and Society

Institutions, Organizations, and Movements
Biographies

Islamic Studies.

The articles provide geographical, conceptual, and
chronological balance. They range from interpretive
and synthetic essays of up to 10,000 words to briefer
entries of about 250 words. They explain the relevant
history, beliefs, doctrines, rituals, institutions, contend-
ing schools of thought, and controversies. Related entries
cover religious, social, and political movements; women;
Muslim minorities; human rights; and interreligious af-
fairs. Because of space restrictions, biographical entries
treat a limited number of influential figures, past and
present.

Nearly 550 authors have been drawn from the inter-
national community of scholars, reflecting the breadth
and depth of contemporary scholarship in Islamic stud-
ies. They represent different disciplines and national
and religious traditions. American, European, Middle
Eastern, South- and Southeast Asian,and African experts
(Muslim and non-Muslim scholars) have been consulted
and have contributed to the planning and writing of
articles.

OEIW isdesigned tobea primaryreference notonly for
scholars and students of religion, history, and the social
sciences but also for general readers seeking to under-
stand the background and dynamics of current events.

For the academic community, the Encyclopedia provides
broad coverage that supplements and enhances research
and is useful in teaching. Graduate and undergraduate
students; government, media and corporate analysts;
interfaith organizations; secondary school teachers; and
the general reader will find a concise and accessible sum-
mary of religious beliefs, doctrines, practices, concepts,
institutions, movements, personalities, and issues in the
Islamic world.

Using the Encyclopedia

There are more than 1,050 entries and subentries in
The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World, arranged
in alphabetical order. Composite entries gather discus-
sions of similar or related topics under one headword.
For example, under the entry “Sufism” the reader will
find the subentries “Safi Thought and Practice,” “Sufi
Orders,” “Safi Shrine Culture,” and “Sufism and Politics”
A headnote listing the various subentries introduces
each composite entry.

The contributors have been asked to write in clear
language with a minimum of technical vocabulary. The
articles give important terms and titles in their original
languages, with English translations when necessary. A
selective bibliography at the end of each article directs
the reader to primary sources, to the most useful works
in English, and to the most important scholarly works in
any language.

Cross-references guide readers from one article to
related discussions elsewhere in the Encyclopedia. Blind
entries direct users from an alternate form of an entry
term to the main entry. For example, the blind entry for
“Traditions” directs the reader to look under “Hadith.”
The Encyclopedia includes nearly 300 images.

A detailed chronology of Islamic history follows this
introduction. Volume 6 contains the topical outline, the
directory of contributors, and the index. Readers inter-
ested in finding all the articles on a particular subject
may consult the topical outline, which shows how arti-
cles relate to one another and to the overall design of the
Encyclopedia. The index lists all the topics covered in the
Encyclopedia, including those that are not themselves
the subjects of articles.
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The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World could
never have been done without a first-class team of schol-
ars and the experienced experts at Oxford University
Press. As I have learned from previous projects, the key
to a successful reference work is its editors. We have
been especially fortunate to have Ira Lapidus and Robert
Hefner as Senior Consultants and a remarkable group
of editors: Natana DeLong-Bas proved to be a superb
multifaceted, multitasking deputy editor,and Shahrough
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details involved in such a massive and complex project,
such as developing our database, sending out invitations,
monitoring the submission of entries, and obtaining art
work. Perhaps the least appreciated aspect of this kind
of project is the constant monitoring and follow-up
required to insure the delivery of articles. Throughout
this project, Senior Editors and OUP experts have given
150%, always being there and prepared to carry out the
many tasks and respond to the crises that necessarily
arrive and must be met quickly to assure quality and stay
on schedule.

At no time in modern history has the need for infor-
mation and perspective on Islam and Muslims been
more critical. The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic
World, like its predecessor The Oxford Encyclopedia of
the Modern Islamic World, fills the demand for accurate,
concise, and accessible information on Islam and the
Islamic world.

John L. Esposito, Editor in Chief
Washington, D.C.
December 2008

PREFACE TO THE OXFORD ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE MODERN ISLAMIC WORLD (1995)

Events in recent decades have underscored the need
for a major reference work that provides immediate
access to current scholarship on the presence and influ-
ence of Islam on a global scale. The Oxford Encyclopedia
of the Modern Islamic World has been designed to meet
that need.

The lack of such a work became particularly appar-
ent following the Iranian revolution of 1978-1979,
which dramatically highlighted the reassertion of
Islam in politics and society. The revolution proved to
be a watershed not only in the politics of the Middle
East but also in the study of Islam and Muslim soci-
eties. However one evaluates its ultimate significance
and impact, the Iranian revolution revealed many of
the limitations in our understanding of Islam and
the Islamic world and served as a catalyst to redress
them.

Islam is the second largest of the world’s religions.
Almost one billion Muslims live in more than forty-eight
Muslim countries from Africa to Asia, and there are sig-
nificant Muslim minorities in the nations of Europe and
the Americas. Despite these facts, in the aftermath of the
Iranian revolution the West discovered how little it knew
or understood about Islam and the dynamics of religion
in Muslim societies. Ignorance and stereotypes of Islam
and Muslim societies were matched by an astonish-
ingly limited coverage of them in the media, university
and school curricula, publications, and political analy-
sis. In many ways, the Iranian revolution shocked many
Westerners out of their ignorance and complacency. It
served to generate an interest in Islam and the Islamic
world; it increasingly shed light on the faith of Islam, its
unity and diversity, and in particular on the global reas-
sertion of Islam.
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Since the late 1960s, much of the Islamic world has
experienced a resurgence of Islam in personal and pub-
lic life. Greater attention to religious observances (prayer,
fasting, dress, family values) has been accompanied by a
reassertion of Islam in state and society. Islamic rhetoric,
symbols, and actors have become prominent fixtures in
Muslim publiclife, often used by rulers to buttress nation-
alism or by their opponents to challenge the legitimacy
of rulers and secular forms of nationalism and socialism.
A backlash against political and cultural dependence
on the West, the westernization and secularization of
society, has reawakened and reinforced a sense of pride
in past glories and a quest for identity that has empha-
sized authenticity and a return to, or reappropriation of,
indigenous values. Whatever the vast differences among
Muslim societies, a return to the past has meant for many
a reclaiming of their Islamic history and heritage and a
turning to Islam as a source of personal guidance and as
an ideological alternative for state and society.

Commensurate with this new-found vitality in the
Islamic world has been an explosion of scholarship in
religion, history, and the social sciences. A proliferation
of studies and coverage of Islam has contributed toward
redressing earlier imbalances and in some instances has
challenged the “wisdom of the past,” arguing that mod-
ernization and religious self-assertion are not necessarily
incompatible and that the secularization of society is not
a precondition for social, economic, and political change
or development.

Origins and History of the Project

As useful as many studies have been in correcting the
conventional wisdom and expanding our knowledge and
coverage of Islam and the Islamic world, there has been
no reference work that focuses on the modern period
and that treats the Islamic world in a comprehensive,
comparative, and systematic manner. Scholars, students,
journalists, analysts who seek information on beliefs,
events, movements, and leaders have lacked a readily
accessible resource and guide. While some existing refer-
ence works are dated, others emphasize history,language
and literature,and texts rather than modern contexts. The
Encyclopaedia of Islam (1st ed., 5 vols, Leiden, 1908-1938;

new ed., 7 vols. to date, Leiden, 1960-) has largely relied
on classical texts and on classical and medieval history.
Moreover, it is a grand project whose production has
extended over decades, with volumes appearing from
time to time. It will remain unfinished and incomplete
for some time to come.

The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World
complements the Encyclopaedia of Islam. It concentrates
on the ways that Muslims have expressed themselves in
the modern period through political and social action as
well as formal texts. It draws heavily on the insights of the
social sciences as well as religion, history, and literature.

The Cambridge History of Islam (Cambridge, 1970),
completed more than two decades ago, provides a major
historical treatment that ranges from pre-Islamic times
to the era of independent nation states. Its geographical
organization or focus utilizes a center-periphery dichot-
omization (“The Central Islamic Lands” [vol. 1] and “The
Further Islamic Lands” [vol. 2]). The Oxford Encyclopedia
is more comparative in approach, less self-consciously
tied to geographical region, and includes extended
coverage of contemporary interpretations, events, and
movements.

This assessment of available resources was supple-
mented by experiences in dealing with students, mem-
bers of the media, and political analysts who commented
about their frustrations in finding readily available and
succinct information on contemporary Muslim politics
and societies. These realities informed our conviction
that there was a pressing need for an easily accessible
major reference work on the modern Islamic world.
In general, three characteristics were meant to make
The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Modern Islamic World
distinctive and timely. First, it focuses on the modern
period, roughly from the end of the eighteenth century,
when direct and indirect encounters with European
imperialism and Western technology and ideologies pre-
cipitated a profound self-examination among Muslims
and an inevitable process of cultural change, to the
present. Second, it relies heavily on the methodologies
of the social sciences. The insights of sociology, anthro-
pology, economics, and political science are combined
with those of religion, history, and literature to explain
the changing realities of Muslim life. Third, the Oxford
Encyclopedia balances an essentialist approach with the



