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PREFACE

This is the second edition of America: A Concise History. In the first
edition, our main task was to shorten our comprehensive text, America’s History, by
40 percent—in effect, to make six words do the work of ten—without compro-
mising the balanced coverage and explanatory power of the original text. Not an
easy task, but we are satisfied that America: A Concise History met that challenge.
In this second edition, our starting point is the concise version itself. And the ques-
tion we face is the one always confronting textbook authors when they contemplate
a new edition: how do we improve on what we have already written? At this junc-
ture, we aspire to make this concise edition a more compelling narrative text. What
would most please us as authors would be for students to regard America: A Con-
cise History as a book to be read, not as a set of assignments to be gotten through.

We remain committed, however, to the historical perspective that has informed
this textbook project from its inception. We are bent on a democratic history, one
that captures the experiences of ordinary people even as it records the achievements
of the great and powerful. Throughout the book, we focus not only on the mar-
velous diversity of peoples who became Americans but also on the institutions—
political, economic, social, and cultural—that forged a common national identity.
We want to show how people of all classes and groups make their own history while
simultaneously being influenced and constrained by circumstances, by the customs
and institutions inherited from the past, and by the distribution of power in the
present. We are writing narrative history harnessed to historical argument—not
simply a retelling of “this happened and then that happened.” The story, we hope,
tells not only what happened but why it happened.

Features

Accomplishing these goals means first of all grounding America: A Concise History in
a clear chronology and a strong conceptual framework. Each of the two volumes is
divided into three parts, with each corresponding to a distinct phase of development.
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Every part begins at a crucial turning point in American history, such as the Ameri-
can Revolution or the cold war, and emphasizes the dynamic forces at work. Part
openers contain Thematic Timelines that highlight key developments and Part Es-
says that focus on the crucial engines of historical change that create new conditions
of life. This part organization helps students to understand the major themes in each
period of American history and the larger patterns of development that lend signif-
icance to the bits and pieces of historical data.

To put a human face on historical experience, each chapter contains two
American Voices, first-person excerpts from letters, diaries, autobiographies, and
public testimony that paint a vivid picture of the social or political life of the time.
One-third of these are new to this edition, including reactions to the contested 2000
presidential election. Each chapter is enhanced by a selection of maps and con-
temporary illustrations, vibrantly displayed in an all-new four-color design.
Coupled with generous margins and a new typeface, this second edition has the
feel of a trade book.

America: A Concise History’s map and graph program, the most extensive of
any brief text, aids students in capturing aspects of American life geographically
and in drawing sound conclusions based on statistical analysis. Full-color art, 60
percent of it new to this edition, reinforces students’ understanding of history via
striking images from the period being discussed. Detailed captions give students
context for the images and allow the visual material to extend the text discussion
in a substantive and engaging manner. Also new to this edition is For Further
Exploration, a brief bibliographical essay at the close of each chapter designed to
pique the student’s interest in reading further. To assist instructors and advanced
students, a full bibliography is available on the web at <www.bedfordstmartins.com/
henrettaconcise>.

Taken together, these documents and illustrations provide instructors with a
trove of teaching materials and allow students to enter the life of the past and see
it from within.

Textual Changes

Good narrative history is primarily a product of good sentences and good para-
graphs. So our labors have been mostly in the trenches in a line-by-line striving to-
ward the vividness and human presence that are the hallmarks of narrative history.
But larger strategies also have been called into play. We have doubled the length of
the essays opening each part to afford us more scope for setting the thematic stage
for our story. Each chapter now begins with an anecdote or scene selected to cap-
ture the reader’s interest and establish the chapter’s main ideas and topics. Our
chapter endings eschew the usual textbook summary in favor of apt statements
bringing the discussion to a satisfying close and opening the way for what follows.
Within chapters we have been especially attentive to chronology, which sometimes
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involved, as in Chapters 18 and 19, major reordering of sections. We have also re-
duced the numbers of chapters from 33 to 31 to correspond more closely with the
academic calendar. Former Chapters 13 (on sectionalism) and 14 (on the crisis of
union) have been combined, with much of Chapter 13’s treatment of southern so-
ciety, industrialization, and the West shifted to earlier chapters, while former
Chapter 30 (on the politics of the 1960s) has been incorporated into the surrounding
chapters. Changes of this magnitude have a bracing effect, and we are hopeful that
by being forced to think hard about how to organize materials, we have come up
with a stronger periodization and clearer thematic development.

The revising process is also an opportunity to incorporate new scholarship. In
this second edition we have expanded the treatment of Native Americans in the
colonial era, and we have been more attentive to the role of gender and the emer-
gence of a distinctive southern social order before 1820. Our treatment of the com-
ing of the Industrial Revolution shifts the emphasis from industrialization as such
to the extension of markets, in keeping with new scholarship on the market revo-
lution. We have drawn on recent Reconstruction scholarship that sees the transi-
tion from slavery to freedom in large part as a battle over labor systems. We have
improved our analysis of Native Americans in the Great Depression and postwar
years and expanded our account of the New Right in the 1970s. The final chapter
not only updates political developments but also discusses the economic prosper-
ity of the late 1990s.

A new feature of this edition of America: A Concise History is the Epilogue,
which deals with some of the open, still unresolved questions of our own time and
how the historian thinks about them. The Epilogue invites the student to enter the
historian’s world—to participate with us in the act of interpretation that lies be-
hind every historical text, including this one.

Supplements

Since the first edition of America: A Concise History, we have been working with in-
structors from around the country to determine how we can improve our ancillary
package. Instructors stress the growing demand for online resources, particularly
for students, and now more than ever our supplements reflect that request.

ONLINE STUDY GUIDE FOR STUDENTS
By Michael Goldberg, University of Washington, Bothell

We are pleased to offer a new Online Study Guide that features up-to-date tech-
nology to present students with attractive and highly effective presentations and
learning tools. Written by Michael Goldberg of the University of Washington,
Bothell, this interactive resource has unique self-assessment capabilities. As a stu-
dent completes a practice test, the Online Study Guide immediately assesses her
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performance, targets the subject areas that need review, and refers the student
back to the appropriate portions of the text. Through a series of multiple-choice,
fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, and essay questions, students can gauge whether
they have mastered the chapter’s key events and themes. Exercises on the maps
and on special features in the book encourage critical thinking. This resource is
located at <www.bedfordstmartins.com/henrettaconcise>.

DocuMENTS COLLECTION

Volume 1 by David L. Carlton (Vanderbilt University) and Volume 2 by Samuel T.
McSeveny (Vanderbilt University)

This affordable two-volume Documents Collection offers students over 350 primary-
source readings on topics covered in America: A Concise History. The documents
emphasize contested issues in American history that will spark critical thinking and
class discussions. Sets of documents highlight different perspectives on the same is-
sue, while added attention has been given to America in the context of the larger
world. Each document is preceded by a brief introduction and followed by ques-
tions for further thought.

INSTRUCTOR’S RESOURCE MANUAL
By Bradley T. Gericke (United States Military Academy)

Instructors, too, will benefit from our ancillary package. Bradley Gericke’s Instruc-
tor’s Resource Manual, provided free of charge with adoption of the book, offers an
extensive collection of tools to aid both first-time and experienced teachers in struc-
turing and customizing the American history course. The Instructor’s Resource Man-
ual has been revised and expanded to include informative and guiding chapter
outlines, lecture strategies, questions to prompt class discussion, and writing as-
signments involving our American Voices features. This resource also includes map
exercises, an extensive film guide, and historiographical essays on topics of partic-
ular interest.

TesT BANK

Volume 1 by Thomas L. Altherr (Metropolitan State College of Denver) and
Volume 2 by Adolph Grundman (Metropolitan State College of Denver)

Our Test Bank now places a greater emphasis on thematic concerns within Amer-
ican history. What patterns in religious, cultural, political, and economic his-
tory do we see develop over time? How is a specific incident representative of
a larger trend? Test Bank authors Thomas L. Altherr and Adolph Grundman
have revised our first edition with these questions in mind. They have included
multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, essay, and map questions for
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each chapter. To provide greater ease in using this resource, it is now available
on CD-ROM.

TRANSPARENCIES

An expanded set of over 150 full-color acetate transparencies, free to adopters, in-
cludes all maps and many tables, graphs, and images from the text.

CD-ROM wiTH PRESENTATION MANAGER PrRO

For teachers who wish to use electronic media in the classroom, this CD-ROM in-
cludes images, maps, graphs, and tables from America: A Concise History as well as
sound recordings and a collection of supplementary images, in an easy-to-use for-
mat that allows instructors to customize their own presentations. The CD-ROM
may be used with Presentation Manager Pro or with PowerPoint.

UsING THE BEDFORD SERIES IN THE U.S. HISTORY SURVEY, SECOND
EpIiTioNn

By Scott Hovey

Recognizing that many instructors use a survey text in conjunction with supple-
ments, Bedford/St. Martin’s has made the Bedford series volumes available at a dis-
count to adopters of America: A Concise History. This short guide gives practical
suggestions for using the more than fifty volumes from The Bedford Series in His-
tory and Culture and the Historians at Work series with a core text. The guide not
only supplies connections between the text and the supplements but also provides
ideas for starting discussions focused on a single primary-source volume.
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