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( Preface )

Sustainability, Energy and Architecture has been produced to serve architects,
students and practitioners alike; a reference book for all those interested in
buildings and their relationship to energy and the environment. Each of the 17
chapters has been written by a leading authority in their field. They highlight the
practise of building design throughout the world, followed by critical analysis.

It is hoped that architects and builders will use and benefit from this world-
wide experience and expertise. Both vernacular and modern architecture are
addressed, and the text sets out the principles for architects to follow when
designing buildings, giving full consideration to energy; whether embedded in
the building materials or required to make the buildings comfortable for work
or residence.

Special attention has been given to the GCC and the Middle East, where
recent building development has, by and large, been erected for no rhyme or
reason to solve the accommodation requirements of a large immigrant popula-
tion of skilled and non-skilled workers, without thought for esthetic or plan-
ning constraints. Thankfully there are signs that this attitude is changing for the
better.

The book also looks at the speed at which some regions of the world have
changed from traditional buildings to modern skyscrapers and their neglect of
the principles of sustainability.

The book includes more than 50 design case studies from the UK, The
Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Romania, New Zealand, Canada, the
GCC, Iraqg, Iran, Cuba and few selected countries from central and southern
Africa.

As editor-in-chief, I am proud and honored to have worked with these
eminent architects and building experts in putting forward this work of insight
into building design, operation and experience.

Ali Sayigh

BSc, DIC, PhD, FIE, FIEE, CEng

Chairman of World Renewable Energy Congress
Director General of WREN, Chairman of IEI
WREN, P O Box 362, Brighton BN2 1YH, UK
T: 44- (0) 1273 625 643, F: 44- (0) 1273 625 768
Email: asayigh@wrnuk.co.uk http://wrenuk.co.uk
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