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LEAD-IN

Fill in the blanks with your own information, then compare it with your partner’s.

Personal Information | My Partner

Name

Age

Birth Date

Home Town

Height

Weight

Family Members

E-mail Address

Phone Number

Bedtime

Hobbies

Favorite Color

Favorite Food

Favorite Singer

Favorite Movie Star

Favorite Sports Star

2 Unit 1 Tell Me About Yourself
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READING AND SPEAKING

that you find

~ nickname ~ music
~ foods ~ family
~ _pets ~_ NBA
~ interests ~ home town

‘Scanning for Specific Information
To scan, move your eyes quickly

across the text untili you find the

information you need. Don’t read every

word.
v

Where is he from?
Yao Ming is from Shanghai, China.
Which team does he play for in the U.S.?

The Houston Rockets of the National
Basketball Association (NBA).

How tall is he?

Yao Ming is the tallest player in the NBA,
at2.29 m.

Does he have a nickname?

Yes. His nickname is Little Giant.

What does he do in his free time?

When he is not busy, Yao Ming plays
computer games, surfs the Internet, listens

to music and reads books.

Why is he famous?

Jay Chou is a musician, singer and actor
from Taiwan, China.

When and where was he born?

Chou was born on January 18, 1979, in
Taipei County.

What’s his favorite kind of music?

Chou combines Chinese and Western
music to produce songs that mix R&B,
rock and pop styles.

Which songs of his are popular?

Chou’s best hits include Nunchucks, Hair
Like Snow, Faraway, and Blue and White

Porcelain.

Unit 1 Tell Me About Yourself 3
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RS 1

Where does he hang out?
He often goes to the Starbucks.
What are his favorite foods?
His favorite foods are tomatoes
and sausages.

How did he start his movie career?

Chou formally entered the film industry in

2005 with the release of the movie Initial D.

What are his favorite foods?

His favorite foods are fried chicken, chicken

steak, and everything else made of chicken.
What does he dislike?
Chou has expressed a strong dislike of the

paparazzi.

— P SR AR AN bR IE 5 B SR A LRI AR AT D X, B e SR A B AR D O A

LR AN Y AR F S EZN
. Ynickname ['niknerm] n.
Houston Rockets

giant ['dzaront] n.
surf [s3:f] Vt.
hang out
Starbucks
singer ['sipo] n.
county ['kaunti] n.

combine [kom'bain] Vt.
style [starl]
career [ko'r1o]

® R R

release [r1'li:s]

Nunchucks

Hair Like Snow

Faraway

Blue and White Porcelain
Initial D

paparazzi [ ,pepa'retsi] n.

4 Unit 1 Tell Me About Yourself
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B. Read again and check (\ ) True or False for each detail about Yao Ming and
Jay Chou.

True False
1. Yao Ming and Jay Chou are from Shanghai. O O
2. Yao Ming has a nickname. O U
3. Jay Chou produces Eastern songs only. OJ Ul
4. Yao Ming often goes to the McDonald’s. O ]
5. Jay Chou acted in Initial D. ] L]
6. Both Yao and Chou like sausage. O Ul

C. Ask and answer the questions with your classmates.

Example:

A: Do you like basketball?

B: Yes, I do.

A: What other kind of sports do you like?
B: I like football, tennis and badminton.

Useful Language

golf rock

Unit 1 Tell Me About Yourself s
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TEXT A

Barack Obama, the 44th President of the United States, is the first African American
to hold the office. His story is a typical example of the American dream

Time your reading.

Start time:

Finish ime: . My Improbable Story

Your reading rate: wpm.

' My father left my mother and me when I was two. When my mother remarried, I

lived overseas for a time, but was mostly raised in Hawaii by her and my grandparents
from Kansas. My teenage years were filled with more than the usual dose of teenage
rebellion, and I'll admit that I didn’t always take myself or my studies very seriously. I
realize that none of you can probably relate to this, but there were many times when I

wasn’t sure where I was going, or what I was going to do with my life.

2 But during my first two years of college, I began to notice a world beyond myself. I
began following the debates in this country about poverty and health care. So that by the
time I graduated from college, I was possessed
‘with this crazy idea—that I would work at a
grass-roots level to bring about change.

3 1 wrote letters to every organization in the

country I could think of. And one day, a small
group of churches on the South Side of Chicago
offered me a job to work as a community
organizer in neighborhoods that had been
devastated by the closing of steel mills. My
mother and grandparents wanted me to go to law
school. My friends were applying to jobs on Wall
Street. Meanwhile, this organization offered me
$12,000 a year plus $2,000 for an old car.

6 Unit 1 Tell Me About Yourself
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4

And I said yes. I said yes.

> Now, I didn’t know a soul in Chicago, and I wasn’t sure what this community

organizing business was all about. I had always been inspired by stories of the Civil
Rights Movement and by JFK’s call to service, but when I got to the South Side, there
were no marches, no speeches. In the shadows of empty factories, there were just a lot of
people who were struggling. And at first we didn’t get very far.

¢ It wasn’t easy, but eventually, we made progress. Day by day, block by block, we

brought the community together, set up school programs, fought for new jobs, and
helped people live lives with some measure of dignity.

7 But I also began to realize that I wasn’t just helping other people. Through service, 1

found a community that embraced me; citizenship that was meaningful; the direction that
I’'d been seeking. Through service, I discovered how my own improbable story fit into
the larger story of America.

(404 words)

(Note: The text is adapted from Barack Obama’s Wesleyan Commencement Address on
May 25, 2008.)

New Words

grass—roots
community
organizer

[,gra:s'ru:ts] a.
[ka'mju:niti] n.
['a:gonaiza] n.

improbable  [1m'probabl] a. not likely to happen or to be true S KATBERT, R bSKER

remarry [,ri:'maeri] . to marry again () 4%

overseas [,ouva'si:z] ad. to or in a foreign country 7£E4t; 7E ¥4+

mostly ['moustli]  ad. in most cases or most of the time FZ#, K&

teenage ['ti:nerd3z] a. aged between 13 and 19, or concerning someone of that
age DR, T LI

dose [dous] n. an amount of something —X, —%&; GIWERD —5l, — ik

Y% rebellion [r1'beljon] n. active opposition to someone in authority 3T, Hi 5

debate [di'bert] n. discussion or argument on a subject that people have
different opinions about %+if;, f it
S8, FHL

poverty ['povati] n. the situation or experience of being poor 7157, # A

possess [pa'zes] vt. to have a powerful effect on sb. U3 &l ¥4, LA

of the ordinary people FAR I, KA

all the people who live in the same area, town, etc. £:[X
someone who makes the arrangements for something that
is planned to happen 441
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