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Preface

A new century. A new beginning in a rapidly changing world. How can
we make sense of the past, get the most out of the present, and plan for
a livable future? Sociology helps us do all of these things. Although
barely a hundred years old, the discipline of sociology has made a great
impact on people’s lives. Whether they be office workers, peasants in a
Third World country, members of a family in need, an ethnic minority,
affluent consumers, travelers to far-off destinations, suburban realtors,
prison staff, or inner-city students, sociology has touched them in some
way. Sociological knowledge and the sociological perspective are a part
of everyday life as we enter a new millennium.

In selecting the readings for this third edition of Readings for Sociology,
I have been guided by a cognizance of the speed of change and the
compelling need for students to acquire the means to make sense of
change. Change occurs on many levels. We change as persons. Our re-
lationships change. The communities we live in change, as do our roles
in those communities. The natural environment and cityscape are chang-
ing, with both continuing to pose major questions about how we should
live our lives. Businesses are being swallowed up in merger mania, as
giant, transnational corporations increasingly dominate the economic
landscape. Growing economic inequality joins the persistence of ethnic
and racial divisions across the globe, while more countries than ever are
adopting democratic political practices and citizens are insisting on hu-
man as well as economic rights. The Chinese curse “May you live in
interesting times”” was never more appropriate than today.

Readers familiar with the second edition of Readings for Sociology will
find several changes in this edition. About a third of the readings are
new, while a third of the earlier readings do not appear. This edition
continues and strengthens what I think is the most important lesson for
sociology students, what Peter L. Berger describes as sociological skep-
ticism. Nothing is quite as it appears. If everyone believes something to
be true, it probably isn’t. A selection from Berger’s Invitation to Sociology
opens this edition of Readings for Sociology. Barbara Ehrenreich’s essay
“Nickel and Dimed” continues this theme, in light of major changes in
the way help (welfare) is offered to the poorest among us. The selection
from John L. Locke’s De-Voicing of Society near the end of the text ques-
tions the assumption that increasing opportunities for sharing informa-
tion have actually increased our communication with one another.



xii Preface

A student new to sociology should be exposed to a variety of per-
spectives, theories, research strategies, and levels of analysis. The selec-
tions in Readings for Sociology do this. Several essays are in the
ethnographic or qualitative research tradition, including Ehrenreich’s es-
say, Elliot Liebow’s reading on working-class African-American men,
Ned Polsky’s on pool hustlers, Greta Foff Paule’s on waitresses and their
customers, and Jay MacLeod’s on inner-city high school youth. Other
selections are based on survey research, while still others rely on existing
records and comparative research. Classical writings by Max Weber and
Emile Durkheim have been added to this edition, while Karl Marx and
Friedrich Engels’s “Communist Manifesto” is retained, providing back-
ground on sociology’s major theoretical orientations. Herbert J. Gans dis-
plays the use of functionalist analysis in a critical way, while Joe R.
Feagin and Robert Parker use a power-conflict paradigm in their analysis
of the demise of mass transit. The symbolic interactionist approach is
introduced in a selection by Erving Goffman on face-to-face interaction,
and continues with Robin Rogers-Dillon’s study of women who use food
stamps and in at least a half dozen other readings. Kim A. McDonald’s
article on ““Shared Paternity”” suggests the new use of evolutionary bi-
ology in sociology.

Sociologists are often people who have a broad range of interests and
use their sociological perspective to explore topics that may seem far
afield from one another. The readings here reflect the breadth of interest
and inquiry that is sociology. While readings span the range of social
classes, I have increased the number of readings having to do with the
African-American experience and identity, as well as those of gay men
and lesbians. A range of experiences across age, too, is found in these
readings, from E. Richard Sorenson’s essay on growing up as a Fore to
a new selection, Betty Friedan’s account of her post-65th birthday ex-
perience with the great outdoors. History, too, is critical to the sociolog-
ical perspective. Douglas S. Massey and Nancy A. Denton’s account of
the rise of segregated cities, Max Weber’s on the emergence of capitalism
in the West, Jan Buruma'’s on identifying with victims of past injustices,
and Slavenka Drakulic’s story of life before and after communism are
among several readings that impart a sense of history.

As in the second edition of Readings for Sociology, I have tried to em-
phasize what I think is the core of sociological understanding—the study
of social structure that is most forcefully expressed in the hierarchical
structuring of social relations: class, race, and gender. The readings here
also emphasize the work we do, in the belief that work makes us who
we are, is a key factor in determining our social status and interpersonal
relationships, and is our most important way of influencing—for good
or ill—the world in which we live.

For many years, I have used Anthony Giddens’s Introduction to Soci-
ology in my course. It is only natural that the readings selected here
should reflect our shared view about the discipline and that they should
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help support the Giddens text. Giddens stresses the intersection of in-
dividuals and society. The readings in Readings for Sociology, beginning
with C. Wright Mills’s discussion of personality and social structure, do
the same. Coverage of topics in this reader reflects the coverage Giddens
has included in his text, as well as in most successful texts available for
use in an introductory course in sociology. A guide to selections from
Readings for Sociology that best accompany the topics in Giddens’s and
other sociology texts has been provided.

I am very fortunate that many good friends and colleagues have given
me suggestions and admonitions in the compilation of these readings.
Most important have been my outstanding colleagues in the Department
of Sociology and the Women'’s Studies Program at the University of Wy-
oming. A special thanks goes to my wife, Sheila Nyhus, and Steve Dunn,
editor for W. W. Norton. I have relied on their opinions most heavily
throughout this project. As always, I am deeply indebted to the students
I have taught in years past who have discussed, argued, and struggled
with me in acquiring their own sociological perspective.



To the Instructor

If you are using this reader with Anthony Giddens’s Introduction to So-
ciology, Third Edition, you may consider assigning the readings corre-
lated to each text chapter below. If you are using this reader with another
text, you can still follow this schema for most of the chapters.
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The Study of Sociology






1
What Are Sociologists and

Why Are They Doing This?
PETER L. BERGER

What does it mean to “‘think sociologically?”” In this selection from his book,
Invitation to Sociology, Peter Berger explains why sociologists are so annoy-
ing to the powers that be, the CEOs of conventional wisdom, advertisers, poli-
ticians, and others with a vested interest in your gullibility. And why do
sociologists do this? Why not just go along with what everyone else thinks is
true, right, and proper? Berger provides some answers.

t is gratifying from certain value positions (including some of this

writer’s) that sociological insights have served in a number of instances
to improve the lot of groups of human beings by uncovering morally
shocking conditions or by clearing away collective illusions or by show-
ing that socially desired results could be obtained in more humane fash-
ion.-One might point, for example, to some applications of sociological
knowledge in the penological practice of Western countries. Or one
might cite the use made of sociological studies in the Supreme Court
decision of 1954 on racial segregation in the public schools. Or one could
look at the applications of other sociological studies to the humane plan-
ning of urban redevelopment. Certainly the sociologist who is morally
and politically sensitive will derive gratification from such instances. But,
once more, it will be well to keep in mind that what is at issue here is
not sociological understanding as such but certain applications of this
understanding. It is not difficult to see how the same understanding
could be applied with opposite intentions. Thus the sociological under-
standing of the dynamics of racial prejudice can be applied effectively
by those promoting intragroup hatred as well as by those wanting to
spread tolerance. And the sociological understanding of the nati.re of
human solidarity can be employed in the service of both totalitarian and
democratic regimes.

* * *

One [more recent] image [of the sociologist is that of ] a gatherer of
statistics about human behavior. The sociologist is here seen essentially
as an aide-de-camp to an IBM machine. He* goes out with a question-

*Berger wrote this in 1963, using the language of the past (preferring he to the now-standard
he/she). Today more than half of all sociology students are women; half of my sociology
department’s faculty members are women.
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naire, interviews people selected at random, then goes home, enters his
tabulations onto innumerable punch cards, which are then fed into a
machine. In all of this, of course, he is supported by a large staff and a
very large budget. Included in this image is the implication that the
results of all this effort are picayune, a pedantic re-statement of what
everybody knows anyway. As one observer remarked pithily, a sociol-
ogist is a fellow who spends $100,000 to find his way to a house of ill
repute.

This image of the sociologist has been strengthened in the public mind
by the activities of many agencies that might well be called parasociol-
ogical, mainly agencies concerned with public opinion and market
trends. The polister has become a well-known figure in American life,
inopportuning people about their views from foreign policy to toilet pa-
per. Since the methods used in the pollster business bear close resem-
blance to sociological research, the growth of this image of the sociologist
is understandable. The Kinsey studies of American sexual behavior have
probably greatly augmented the impact of this image. The fundamental
sociological question, whether concerned with premarital petting or with
Republican votes or with the incidence of gang knifings, is always pre-
sumed to be “how often?”” or how many?”

* * *

Now it must be admitted, albeit regretfully, that this image of the
sociologist and his trade is not altogether a product of fantasy. Beginning
shortly after World War I, American sociology turned rather resolutely
away from theory to an intensive preoccupation with narrowly cir-
cumscribed-empirical studies. In connection with this turn, sociologists
increasingly refined their research techniques. Among these, very natu-
rally, statistical techniques figured prominently. Since about the mid-
1940s there has been a revival of interest in sociological theory, and there
are good indications that this tendency away from a narrow empiricism
is continuing to gather momentum. It remains true, however, that a
goodly part of the sociological enterprise in this country continues to
consist of little studies of obscure fragments of social life, irrelevant to
any broader theoretical concern. One glance at the table of contents of
the major sociological journals or at the list of papers read at sociological
conventions will confirm this statement.

* * *

Statistical data by themselves do not make sociology. They become
sociology only when they are sociologically interpreted, put within a
theoretical frame of reference that is sociological. Simple counting, or
even correlating different items that one counts, is not sociology. There
is almost no sociology in-the Kinsey reports. This does not mean that
the data in these studies are not true or that they cannot be relevant to
sociological understanding. They are, taken by themselves, raw materials
that can be used in sociological interpretation. The interpretation, how-
ever, must be broader than the data themselves. So the sociologist cannot



