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To Mariska

After all my dreaming I just want to come back home again
(A. Duritz)



Preface

Historically, the focus of scholars in the area of European Private Law has primarily
been on the substantive part of the harmonization process. This has lead to the
underexposure of the most fascinating issue of the underlying politics of this
process. Moreover, even though the processes in Europe, America and the
Netherlands show strong resemblances, there has been virtually no comparative
research as to the organization of these drafting processes compared to the
European process and the political character of the uniform legislation eventually
adopted in these jurisdictions.

This book seeks to fill these gaps and to contribute to the understanding of
the political stakes in legislative processes, more generally in the area of sales
law. With governments seeking to reduce the role of the State and to encourage
market solutions to problems, the area of private law becomes a key regulatory
instrument in ensuring that citizens obtain their basic needs. This makes research
as to the effects and consequences of political activity in the drafting processes of
private law instruments of great importance. This study aims to view the
harmonization processes mentioned from a comparative, socio-political and legal
perspective, fields of investigation that have been very much underexposed, in
spite of the resemblances between the various processes.

Obviously, this book is in itself a political project. Although its first goal is
to offer some awareness as to the various policy, political, moral, institutional
and economic elements involved in the drafting of European private law, this
volume would have never been written had the author fully agreed with the
current course of proceedings in this area of politics. The book aims to offer to
those involved in the process of the ‘Europeanization’ of private law an
alternative view by comparing the efforts in Europe with those in four other
sales law jurisdictions.



Xviii Preface

This project would not have been finished if not for the help of a number of
people. Martijn, Jacobien, Chantal, Joasia, Jaap, Sacha, Gerard, Karel, Duncan
and Mariska. Thank you so much for making this whole exercise possible.

The research has been concluded as of 1 April 2008. Later developments
have not been taken into account.

Amsterdam, 15 May 2008
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