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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY

One major problem facing African states today is that of national integration
and development. The expectation was that the enthusiasm that greeted the
acquisition of political independence in Africa would have equally spurred
rapid economic, political and social development. Contrary to these
expectations, the observed trend is one that has degenerated gradually into
social conflicts, political instability, economic crisis and general stagnation in
the development process. Several decades of the preoccupation with the issue
of development by African states has had only marginal success. For most
Africans, real incomes are lower than they were two decades ago, health,
prospects are poorer, malnourishment is widespread and infrastructures are

breaking down, as well as social institutions.

If the above assertion is anything to go by, then the submission that Africa
ranks top on the list of poor continents of the world is not contestable, the
problem of world poverty is so severe that the 1997 Human Development
Report estimates that more than [.3million people in the world live on less than
$1.00 per day, including 200 million Africans (about 30% of the total

population of Africa (Onimode 2000:2).



