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THE GRIP BOOK



This book is dedicated to all the “newbies” who want to learn it all, to all
the great production people who work so hard that they can’t possibly know it all,

and, last but not least, to the old salts who invented it all. Thank you, one and all.
Mike
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Notice to All;

Before you decide to use, buy, or order any product listed in this latest book.
always check with the manufacturer or supplier for any and all revisions, warnings,
or updated requirements. There are cell phones, faxes, the internet, and many other
ways to check it out first. Don’t be “dead wrong.” “We’re just making a movie here!”
Don’t make the news!

—Mike
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Contributing Companies and Manufacturers
and Suppliers

Contributing Companies

Aerocrane

Phone: (818) 252-7700; Phone 2: (888) 766-0650; Fax: (818) 252-7709

Cranes: Enlouva IIIA, Felix, Jib Arms, Phoenix, and Super

Dollies: Aerobase, Barby, and Magnum

Accessories: Power Pod, 3 Axis, Aerohead, Gazelle, Graphite, Kuper, Lynx, Motion
Control, and Zebra

Www.aerocrane.com

American Grip

8468 Kewen Avenue

Sun Valley, CA 91352

Phone: (818) 768-8922; Fax: (818) 768-0564
Grip equipment

www.americangrip.com

Anytime—Hollywood

755 N. Lillian Way

Hollywood, CA 90038

Phone: (323) 461-8483; Fax: (323) 461-2338
Equipment rentals

www.anytime-rentals.com

Backstage Equipment, Inc.

8052 Lankershim Boulevard

North Hollywood, CA 91605

Phone: (818) 504-6026; Phone 2: (800) 692-2787; Fax: (818) 504-6180
Electric, grip, and prop carts

www.backstageweb.com

Barber Boom/Camera Booms

P.O. Box 248

Sun Valley, CA 91353

Phone: (818) 982-7775

Booms: 20-¢t Barber Boom and Barber Baby Boom accessories (camera car shock
mount and remote focus and zoom)

WWWw.ezprompter.com

Bill Ferrell Co.

14744 Oxnard Street

Van Nuys, CA 91411

Phone: (818) 994-1952; Phone 2: (866) 994-1952; Fax: (818) 994-9670
Ferrells

www.billferrell.com
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Branam/West Coast Theatrical

28210 Constellation Road

Santa Clarita, CA 91355

Phone: (661) 295-3300; Fax: (661) 295-3865
Trusses, motors, cables
www.west-coast-theatrical.com

Bullet Grip, Inc.

11717 Seminole Circle

Northridge, CA 91326

Phone: (818) 832-8707; Fax: (818) 832-8807
Grip equipment

Cablecam International, Inc.

17810 Simonds Street

Granada Hills, CA 91344

Phone: (818) 363-5383; Phone 2: (818) 601-6333; Fax: (818) 363-2570
Accessories: Cable-suspended camera tracking systems and mounts
www.cablecam.com

Champion Crane Rental, Inc.

12521 Branford Street

Pacoima, CA 91331

Phone: (818) 781-3497; Phone 2: (323) 875-1248; Fax: (818) 896-6202
Cranes: 40-t0. 265-¢1 reach

Accessories: Camera baskets, light bars, and rain bars
www.championcrane.us.com; e-mail: championcr@aol.com

Coptervision

7625 Hayvenhurst Avenue, Suite 41

Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 781-3003; Phone 2: (818) 782-6673; Fax: (818) 782-4070
Accessories: Rollvision three-axis remote camera system
www.coptervision.com; e-mail: info@coptervision.com

Dean Goldsmith/Camera Car Industries
12473 San Fernando Road

Sylmar, CA 91342

Phone: (818) 998-4798:; Fax: (818) 833-5962
Camera cars

Accessories: Three-axis remote camera systems
www.Cameracarindustries.com

Doggicam, Inc.

1500 W. Verdugo Avenue

Burbank, CA 91506

Phone: (818) 845-8470; Fax: (818) 845-8477

Accessories: Body-mount, bulldog wireless remote head, doggimount, lightweight
remote sparrow head, remote follow focus, and rhino clamps

www.doggicam.com
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Filmair

51 Auckland Street

P.O. Box 537

Milnerton, Capetown 7435

South Africa

Phe e: (021) 511-5579; Fax: (021) 511-2812
wv, filmairinternational.com

Filmotechnic International Corp.

18314 Oxnard Street, Suite 2

Tarzana, CA 91356

Phone: (818) 342-3392; Fax: (818) 342-3572

Cranes: Russian arm crane with 14-ft vertical reach, cross country crane with 21-ft
reach, and scissor crane with 30-ft reach

Accessories: Action arm, Flight Head III and IV, and -hock absorber system

www.filmotecinic.net

Geo Film Group, Inc.

7625 Hayvenhurst Avenue, Suite

46 Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 376-6680; Phone 2: (877) 436-3456; Fax: (818) 376-6686

Arms: Jan Jib and Maxi Jib

Cranes: Javelin, M.T.V., Scanner, Skymote, Super Aerocrane, Superskymote,
Technocrane, and VIP

Accessories: Hot Head 11 Plus, Libra I1I, Megamount, Mini Shot, Power Pod Plus,
and Pee Pod

www.geofilm.com; e-mail: info@ geofilm.com

Manvufacturers and Suppliers

Able Equipment Rental

8242 Orangethorpe Boulevard

Buena Park, CA 90621

Phone: (714) 521-5602; Fax: (818) 997-0478

ADCO Equipment, Inc.
P.O. Box 2100

City of Industry, CA 91746
Phone: (562) 695-0748

Advanced Camera Systems, Inc.

7625 Hayvenhurst Avenue

Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 989-5222: Fax: (818) 994-8405
www.advancedcamera.com

Aero Cam Productions

6920 Hayvenhurst Avenue, Suite 202
Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 997-0512
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Aerocrane USA, Inc.

16139 Wyandotte Street

Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 252-7700 or (888) 766-0650; Fax: (818) 252-7709

Anytime Production Rentals

755 N. Lillian Way

Hollywood, CA 90038

Phone: (323) 461-8483; Fax: (323) 461-2338
www.anytimerentals.com

Cablecam Systems, Ltd.

17070 Simonds Street

Granada Hills, CA 91344

Phone: (818) 601-6333; Fax: (818) 363-2570
jr@cablecam.com

Chapman/Leonard Studio Equipment, Inc.
12950 Raymer Street

N. Hollywood, CA 91605

Phone: (818) 764-6726, (888) 883-6559
www.chapman-leonard.com

Cinema Products

3211 S. La Cienega Boulevard

Los Angeles, CA 90016-3112

Phone: (310) 836-7991; Fax: (310) 836-9512
www.steadicam.com

Dexter, Ron

320 Calle Elegante

Santa Barbara, CA 93108-1809
Phone: (805) 565-3156

Eagle High Reach

14241 Alondra Boulevard

La Mirada, CA 90638

Phone: (800) 363-6590 or (714) 522-6590; Fax: (714) 522-6591

Egripment U.S.A., Inc.
7240 Valjean Avenue
Van Nuys, CA 91406
Phone: (818) 989-5222
www.egripment.com

Equipment Express

11862 Balboa Boulevard, Suite 398
Granada Hills, CA 91344-2789
Phone: (818) 360-8002
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Bill Ferrell Co.

14744 Oxnard Street

Van Nuys, CA 91411

Phone: (818) 994-1952; Fax: (818) 994-9670
www.billferrell.com

J.L. Fisher, Inc.

1000 Isabel Street

Burbank, CA 91506

Phone: (818) 846-8366; Fax: (818) 846-8699
www.jlfisher.com

Genie Industries

18340 NE 76th Street

P.O. Box 97030

Redmond, WA 98073-9730

Phone: (425) 556-8620, (877) 436-3456; Fax: (425) 556-6535
www.genielift.com

Geo Film Group

7625 Hayvenhurst, Suite 46

Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 376-6680; Fax: (818) 376-6686
www.geofilm.com

Gyron Systems International, Ltd.

39 E. Walnut Street

Pasadena, CA 91103

Phone: (626) 584-8722; Fax: (626) 584-4069
www.danwolfe.com

Hachapi Tees

(Custom graphics and illustrations by Christi Friesen)
20407 Brian Way

Tehachapi, CA 93581

Phone: (661) 822-6999

Hollaender Manufacturing Co.

10285 Wayne Avenue

Cincinnati, OH 45215-6399

Phone: (800) 772-8800 or (513) 772-8800; Fax: (800) 772-8806 or (513) 772-8806
www.hollaender.com

HydroFlex

5335 McConnell Avenue

Los Angeles, CA 90066

Phone: (310) 301-8187; Fax: (310) 821-9886
www.hydroflex.com
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Isaia and Company

4650 Lankershim Boulevard

N. Hollywood, CA 91602

Phone: (818) 752-3104; Fax: (818) 752-3105
WWWw.isaia.com

Matthews Studio Electronics, Inc.

6910 Tujunga Avenue

North Hollywood, CA 91605

Phone: (818) 623-1661; Fax: (818) 623-1671

www.camerasystems.com

Matthews Studio Equipment, Inc.

2405 Empire Avenue

Burbank, CA 91504

Phone: (818) 843-6715: (800) CE-STAND; Fax: (323) 849-1525
Www.msegrip.com

Modern Studio Equipment

7428 Bellaire

North Hollywood, CA 91605

Phone: (818) 764-8574; Fax: (818) 764-2958

Nebekers Motion Picture Video

1240 E. 2100 South, Suite 300

Salt Lake City, UT 84106

Phone: (801) 467-1920; Fax: (801) 467-0307

NES Studio Equipment

11043 Olinda Street

Sun Valley, CA 91352

Phone: (818) 673-0202; Fax: (818) 252-7711
www.nesstudioequipment.com

Ragtime

10905 Chandler Boulevard

North Hollywood, CA 91601

Phone: (818) 761-8463; Fax: (818) 761-8483
www.ragtimerentals.com

Reel EFX

5539 Riverton Avenue
North Hollywood, CA 91601
Phone: (818) 762-1710
www.reelefx.com

Jack Rubin & Sons, Inc.

523 Flower Street

Burbank, CA 91502

Phone: (818) 562-5100; Fax: (818) 562-5101
WWW.wirerope.net
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The Shotmaker® Co.

10909 Van Owen

North Hollywood, CA 91605

Phone: (818) 623-1700; Fax: (818) 623-1710
www.shotmaker.com

Staton Jimmy Jibs

2223 E. Rose Gardenloop

Phoenix, AZ 85204

Phone: (602) 493-9505; Fax: (602) 493-2468
www.jimmyjibs.com

ShowRig

15823 S. Main Street

Los Angeles, CA 90245

Phone: (310) 538-4175; Fax: (310) 538-4180
WWWw.sgps.net

SpaceCam Systems, Inc.

31111 Via Colinas, Suite 201

Westlake Village, CA 91362

Phone: (818) 889-6060; Fax: (818) 889-6062
WWW.spacecam.com

Timco

10314 Farralone Avenue
Chatsworth, CA 91311
Phone: (818) 700-9005
timco@aol.com

Trovatocine Trovato Manufacturing, Inc.
66 North Main Street

Fairport, NY 14450

Phone: (585) 377-8070; Fax: (585) 377-3811
www.trovatocine.com

Tyler Camera System

14218 Aetna Street

Van Nuys, CA 91401

Phone: (818) 989-4420, (800) 390-6070; Fax: (818) 989-0423
www.tylermount.com

VER Sales, Inc.

2509 N. Naomi Street

Burbank, CA 91504

Phone: (818) 567-3000; Fax: (818) 567-3018
www.versales.com
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Weaver Steadman

1646 20th Street

Santa Monica, CA 90404
Phone: (310) 829-3296

Wescam

7150 Hayvenhurst Avenue

Van Nuys, CA 91406

Phone: (818) 785-9282, (800) 876-5583; Fax: (818) 785-9787
wWwWw.wescam.com

Z-Jib (Zero-gravity boom arm) K-Hill, Inc.
Ft. Worth, TX
Phone: (817) 831-3011

www.khill.com
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Letter from the Author

Hi, and thank you in advance for buying my book. I am trying with this book
to accomplish two things that I learned from the author Zig Zigler: “If you help
enough people get what they want, you’ll get what you want.” I want to help as
many folks who want to get into the film industry as I can. I absolutely love my
jobs. Yes, I did say jobs. Because of my career in the film business as a grip, I have
been able to explore my other passions as well. I love to write, and I love to train
students at my seminars. In this newly revised grip handbook, I have added more
need-to-know information about basic grip equipment. I have learned from my many
students and other folks whom I’ve met that I should also include some basics about
tools. As you thumb through the new and improved The Grip Book, I'm sure that
you will come across some things that you already know. Good for you! But, there
will also be many other readers out there for whom this material is entirely new and
whom will benefit from the “need-to-know” material provided in the text. So, sit
down, peruse the book, and learn!

Thanks again,
Michael G. Uva

About the Author

Michael Uva is a highly motivated self-starter. He created one of Hollywood's
largest privately owned fleets of rental trucks for grip equipment in just a few years
and then sold it. He learned his business strictly through on-the-job experience and
never attended any formal motion picture or cinema-related schools or classes. When
Michael began his career as a grip, no specialty books regarding his craft were avail-
able. After several years of learning his craft from other key grips and grips, Michael
wrote the first edition of this book to share the knowledge he had gained. That edition
proved very useful to new and experienced grips alike, so Michael wrote a second
edition. He also teaches at the University of California at Los Angeles on occasion.
Michael’s goal in writing this third edition of The Grip Book is to help new students,
other grips, and production members by providing a firsthand, fingertip reference
guide to the grip equipment used in the industry.

Acknowledgments

I would like to take a few moments of your time to share with you the names
of people I want to thank. The only reason you should read this section is because,
if and when you do make it to Hollywood, these are the types of people you want
to work with. These people are some of the best grips and other personnel still
working in the business, and they have helped me on a relatively routine basis.

First and foremost is Doug Wood, key grip, [.A., Local 80. Doug gave me that
first proverbial break in the business of making movies. Not only was this guy a giant
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of a man in stature (his nickname was “King Kong”), but he was also probably one
of the best, if not the best, dolly-grips you would ever see. In fact, I looked up the
word “smooth™ in the dictionary, and next to it was his picture. All kidding aside, he
was one of the best. I loved him like a brother. (Doug is now with the Lord.)

Next on my list is Gary Welsh, key grip, I.A., Local 80. Doug Wood taught
me the trade of the business, but Gary taught me the business of the business. [ have
nothing but respect and admiration for this guy.

Then there is John Stabile, key grip, I.A., Local 80. This kid, as I call him, is
one of Hollywood’s youngest and hottest key grips around. This guy looks 18 years
old but has the knowledge and experience of a 48-year-old. My humble hat is off to
you, John.

These guys are only a few of what I consider to be the greats of the business.
Look them up yourself when you hit Hollywood.

I have worked with so many good grips, but if I listed them all this book would
be really boring and the only people who would read it would be those listed here.
(There is no shortage of ego in this industry . . . perhaps that is why there are so
many greats!)

Before I get on with the show, I really must say a special thanks to someone
who has been my sidekick and is a cofounder of Uva’s Grip Truck Service, Mr. José
A. Santiago. I met José over 25 years ago when I was just breaking into the indus-
try. He was sweeping floors at the place where I was working part-time. He had
come to the continental United States from the Virgin Islands only three years earlier.
At that time, José only spoke broken English, but he had, and still has, flair. He
swept the floor with a smile, cleaned toilets, whatever was required of his job. He
showed me then, as he continues to do so now, that he could do any job assigned to
him. You just need to show him how to do the job, dirty or glamorous, and give him
the chance to prove himself. After only eight years in this country, he was driving
a DeLorean auto, had bought his second home with a pool, and was helping his
mother back in the Virgin Islands where she still lives. José is now one of Holly-
wood’s most sought-after key grips. Just another success story, I guess, but one we
are both living.

Good luck to all of you who venture down this road. [ would love to hear from
readers who have gotten the breaks and are making the big bucks.
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A Bit of Encouragement

I have included the illustration below to encourage my readers. These words
were discovered cast in stone (okay, cement) in Hollywood at the Kodak Theater,
located next to the world famous Mann’s Chinese Theater. They are part of an artis-
tic statement designed by Erica Rothenberg and entitled “The Road to Hollywood.”
This concrete “red carpet™ includes many quotes from directors, producers, actors,
and now, of course, a key grip. Who knew? If you turn back to the acknowledg-
ments section of this book, you will learn that this key grip is my good friend José
Santiago. Besides being very, very proud of José, I am telling you about him to let
you know that you can also make it here! (P.S. Look Mom . . . I have arrived!)

‘miwmm‘ihfu P
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